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readers:

NARCISSE ZEPHIRIN, by the Grace of God
and of the Holy Apostolic S:e, Bishop
ot Cythera aud Viear Aposiolic of
Pontiac.

o all the Pastors, Missionarics charged with
the care of souls, and all the Faithful of Our
Vicariate, Health and Benediction in Qur
Lord,

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN,

The Holy Council of Trent, in its
memorable canons and decrees, drawn up
under the inspiration of the Infallible
Spirit, imposes upon the Bishops the
strict obligation of annually visiting their
respective dioceses, either personally or by
proxy, and where this is not feasible
through the vast extent of territory sub.
mitted to their jurisdiction, they are re
quested to visit at least a part thereof,
saltem majorem efus partem. And what was
the wotive which prompted the Fathers of
the Council to issue this order ? It is be-
cause the Bishop is bound to guard the
orthodoxy of the faith, the maintenance
of morals, and the spread of religion and
virtue. It is because, according to time,
place and circumstances, his duty is to
adopt such measures as shall promote the
great spiritual interests of the Christian
people.  “Visitationum — avtem  omnium
wtarwm pracipuus sit scopus sanam orthodor
v doctrinam, « ihus, inducere,
honos mores tuert, praa rrigere, populum
ohortationibus ot admonitionthus ad yeliy-

pacem, 3

prout locus, te mpus et

onem,

inocentiemgue  aceender,
ot e
wsitantium prudentic ad Sidelowm Sructwin
onstituere,” (S, xxiv, ¢, 3.

Furthermore, and outside of this formal
bligation, the Bishop, by the very charac-
ter of his ministry, is bound to visit the
faithful confided to his care, in their ci
villages and country places, and wherever
hey may be found, He is the
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he brings, If we

*what from the ba
1 ls, the heat of the
lague of insects, we shall
patience by the recollection of our
1erable predecessors had to endure
when, in this remote portion of their dio-
cese, the means of communication were
even more difficult than they are at pres.
nt, Besides, we have no doubt that your

Ve

respect for the ceremonies of our holy | thren,
veligion, your eagerness to hearken to our | not possess a curial residence,

words and your spirit of faith will render
ur labou easy and agreeable, [

rynon laboraturs o iR 1,

P y

\ ieusti [av

infuses into all souls that are well dis-
posed th:-graces of Jesus Christ, the
charity of the Father and the communi-
cation of the Holy Ghost,  Gratue Dowmini
Jesu Christiy ot charitas 1 ty et conmunicatio

Sencti Spiritus sit cum omnibus vobis, (Gal,
xiii, 18 )
For these reasons, Dearly Beloved

Brethren, you should await the approach
of this visitation with sentiments of h-ly
Jjoy, because closing your eyes to the
weakness of our feeble humanity, your
faith will present to you, in the pérson
of your chief Pastor, the man of
God dispensing his dread inysteries, the am—
bassador of Jesus Christ coming to you filled
with grace and truth.  Among other favors,
we shall bear to your children, in the
sacrament of Confirmation, that Spirit of
the Lord which imparts the wisdom from
on high, the understanding of revealed
truths, the science of the saints, prudence
in the midst of dangers, strength against
temptations, piety useful in all things,
and the fear of the Lord which is the
beginning of wisdom. Requiescet super cuin
sparitus Domind, spivitus sapientio ot intellec -
tus, spiritus scientur of pietatis, et replebit eum
spiritus timoris Domini. (1s. x. 12.) Not
only will the Holy Ghost heap s gifts
on those who will be confirmed, but he
will also renew the plenitude theieof in
the hearts of the faithful, who by their
prayers and their desires, will have pre-
pared their hearts for this fuvorable tim.

and thex days of salvation.  He will rekin

dle the zeal of the pastors, and stimulate
them to continue with fresh courage their

| hardships, and the ma

work of regeneration in the madst of
ice and ingratitude
of meu. He will assist the fathers and
mothers of families to bring up in a
Christian mauner the children whom God

vl
has given them as a reward of their vir-
each chillren of all ages
love, respect and obe

that the parish of Pembroke does |
'l.}.‘\' nouwse
which we occupy at the present time is
the personal property of Rev. My, |

Faure,
who was ps t of Pembroke, when

|

sary to make additions later on, these
might be brought about in a regular
way, and without detriment to architee
tural symmetry,

The parishioners of Pembroke are quite
ready to contribute toward the success of
this project, with as much liberality as
they have always shown, whenever their
generosity has been appealed to in favour
of diocesan works, DBut the large debt
which still remains to be paid on the price
of the building of their church, the Leavy
interest they have to meet every year,
the numerous expenscs that they ~will
soon have to incur to finish their temple,
set up pews, add a sanctuary and a
sacristy, complete the tower aud steeple
and procure vestments and other objects,
will not allow them to undertake unaided
the erection of the Cathedral. It is
besides, just and reasonable that all the
faithful of a vicariate or divcese should
contribute to provide their cowmon Bishop
and pastor with a convenient residence,

Iu cousequence of these facts, and plac-
ing our enterprise under the protection of
the Holy Family at Nazareth, we pray
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, poor and living
on the fruits of their toil, to take it
under their care. A collection toward
this end will be held in the church, at
all the exercises of jthe visitation, Fur-
ther, for the sum of fifty cents, the faith-
ful can procure a ticket on which will be
printed the object of the uadertaking,
and the epiritnal advantages attached
thereunto, among others a participation
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass which
we shall offer, once a month, during five
years, for all the charitable benefactors
who shall have handed in this contribu-
tion of half a dollar. We have
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The present Pastoral shall be read and |
promuleated from the pulpit at the paro-
¢ 8, in the parvishes aifl missions of

appointment as their chief Pastor.
address concluded by pledging the bi hop
hearty obedience and submission. At
Viuton His Lordship confirmed 72 persons,
at Leslie 05, and at Father
Ferreriis to be congratulated on the sue
cessof his pastoral labors in this important
district,

Thorne 4,

At Bryson, the county-town of Pontiacs
the following address was presented to His
Lordship :

My Lord :

With happiness and joy we greet vou
as the distinguished successor of Bishop Da-
hamel, and grateful indeed we feel to the
Holy See for having bestowed upon us a
Bishop in every manner so worthy of the
grand power which he represents. It was
with deep regret we saw ourselves separ-
ated from the young and brilliant Bishop
of Ottawa ; but, my Lord, in receving you
in our midst, our hearts feel we have not
been left desolate, and that our Holy
Father, Leo XIIL, in choosing you Vicar
Apostolic of Pontiac, pronounced your
piely, zeal and talent truly worthy of the
lmportant mission entrusted to you. To
so willingly take upon you, my Lord, an
Apostolic burden, particularly that of
Pontiac, you must indeed have Leen ani
mated to the highest degree by that love,
charity and zeal, which animated the Apos-
tles of old, and which we are proud to say
still distinguishes every Bishop of Canada.
We feel sausfied then, my Lord, that under
the divine iuspiration of your teachings
the holy seed sown by your predecessors
will produee abuudant frait and that our

The |
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|
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holy religion will shine with renewed vigor
throughout the Vicarial Mission. Happy
| aud proud, therefore, to own you for our

‘lll~l vastor, we \\‘umf_\' Ilt[n‘ and pray

days later visitation in the Ontario
porti Vicariate., In connection
wit r notice of the Vicariate of Pon
tiac we may mention that Rev, Father

Lo return with renewed health and }\ igor
to receive the welcome greetings of your
parishioners in Arnprior,

In replying to the address, the reverend
gentleman spoke very feclingly, e ac-
kuowledged with gratitude the fact that
the congregation to whose <piritual wants
it had been his privilege to minister, were
a genuine and believing people, aud that
they were generous to a fault had been
proved on more than one occasion, He
was fully aware that many of his congre-
gation were not in aflluent circumstances,
but stiil they had managed to give their
church and pastor a hearty su port,
He was very thankful to his eople for

the many  Kiudnesses  they  had
shown him since he assumed charge
of  the  parish. He  was  fully

convinced that many other priests could
have given them better satisfaction on
many points, and he was grateful that
they had been so magnanimous with him,
and had attended so faithfully to their
religious duties, The energy and per-
severance they had always shown in
matters connected with church work had
pleased him greatly and he thanked God
that his people were endowed with such
good heaits, sound judgment and clear
understanding,  He kuew that the Bishop
would be proud to know he had such
good people in his Diocese.  The pres
eutation which they had <cen fit to hestow
upon him on this occasion was totally
unexpected, and, he thought, wholly un-
merited.  He was afraid of a demonst-a-
tion such as the present, and had kept
the fact of his departure from  bis friends
until within the past few days, as he did
not wish such a demonstration,  He was
rejoiced, however, that it was on the ocea-
sion of the feast of the Sacreld IHeart that
this evidence of their kindly feeling had
oceurred, inasmuch as on each recurrence

| of the event, it would bring to the mem: ry

of himself and h
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, spirited and powerful baritone voice
we Harp that once through Tara’s halls,”

Warrior Bold” and “Man the Life

‘ But the ture by Mr, O'Hagan
was tho treat of the evening. In style,
thought 1 dd ry, the | a

cture wa
r ()1 5

[ attended by the parents and relations of
the pupils, as well as a number of other
visitors, among whom especially were Rt.
Rev. N, Z. Lorrain, Viear Apostolic of
Pontiac, Rov, T. Devine, Seey., Rev. A,
de Repentigny and Mr, S, . Mitchell.
The spacious dramatic hall of the convent
was tastefully decorated for the oceasion,
and with the bright dresses and still bright-
er faces of the voung ].'ulnw, looked like
the realization of some of those old stories
of fairy-land, which in former years were
wont to delight our youthful imagination..
The programme of the evening, which
was as well executed as it was arranged,
wasas follows:

Instrumental Duett, Mis
and M, T. Nicholson,

Songs, “I'm going to write to Papa,”
“The Minutes,” by the “Little Ones.”

Distribution  of  Prizes- -Preparatory
course,

Instrumental D uett—>Misges T, Poupore
and S. A, Newtown.

Song—“Beau jrur de Recompense.

Prizes—Instrumental and junior courses

Chorus—“When I am goue from here.””

Prizes—Senior eourse,

Voeal Duett—“Evening Bells”— Misses
M. O'Meara and J, Heenan.

Distinetive Prizes,

Instrumental — Quartette—1lomagze a
Verdi—Mises J. Heenan, M. O\ cara,
M Heenan and A. Mechan,

The carrying out of the programme
evineed the greatest care in preparation,
The richoess and accaracy of the young
ladies’ viices were cqualled only by the
vimbleness and  ease  with which ™ their
fingers flew from key to key of the piano.
Buv all their time had not heen pent in
[ learning to sing and play, as the prizes
| in mathematie iterature, embroulery,
: sewing, and « rmore Hllllll“hjll‘ly 1n3e-
ful branches testified,
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