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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON
THE FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
ferod sending Filled

e in Bethlehem and ir
years oid and young

A
that w
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Who is not shocked by the recital of
Herod's cruelty? Carried away by pride
and ambition, and the fear of losiag what
he had usurped, this tyrant tried to put
to death the King of Kings by the murder
of the ho y innocents. Who in our day
are like Herod? Those who murder in-
nocent children. Fiendish mothers, de-
siriug, perhaps, to cover their shame or
to escape the labor of bearing and bring-
fng up children, take the lives of their
unborn infants, Those, too, who know-
ingly sell or give or advise the use of
drugs calculated to destroy the life of
the unborn—all such Herod's
erime. Yot how often this erime is now-
adays committed!

Woe to these wretches! Woe to the
Herod-like physicians who, for any reason
whatsoever, directly vrescribe or use
means to prevent child-birth! Herod
met his puaishment in a bad death, and
his soul went ot a hell of eternal tor
ments, What mus. the murderers of
little children expect?

But 1 have another cruelty to ery out
against. It is that of those who destroy
the “little ones of Christ” by neglecting
to instruct their little children in the
way of salvation. The law of God re
quires that children as soou as they hs
the use of reason, which is about the
of seven years, should know the elements
of the Christian doctrine, she uld know
the necessity of avoiding sin, and s uld
be taught the practice of virtue; also,
that children, as soon as they are able to
suffisiently profit by receiving Holy Com
munion, should do so. No child shonld
aver be aliowed to go beyond the age of
twelve vears without having mad First
Communion. Many can First
Commuuion at nine or ten years of age,
and perhaps firmatior
should be received as soon as First Com-
muanion. Parents are guilty before God
if they do not require their ehildren to
keep the commandments of God and His
Church from their arliest years until they
leave the parent's charge, How many
parents do their little ones a deadly in-
jury by not sending them regularly to
Sunday-school! What is it to bring up
children to burn in the flames of hell for
ever, as some Christian parents do? It
is simoly soul murder. It
better name. Have you been guilty of
goul-murder? If 80 hasten to repair the
evil as much as you can. Youcan never
do it wholly, but you must do what you
can. Tnereis yet another cruelty to-
ward “the little ones” of Carist. It is
to scandalize them by your bad example.
Instead of learning by your example to
adore our Blessed Lord, to lovo and r
verence His Blessed Mother and the
saints, they, perhaps, learn to take God's
holy name in vain. Your falsehoods
teach them to lie; your dishonesty teach-
es them to steal. Your anger andquarrel-
ling teaches them to be stubborn and
disobedient. Ah! Christian parents, be
careful how you hang this millstone of
scandalizing the little Corist
about your necks.

commit

receive

younger. (

deserves no

ones of

Finally. you destroy your children by
not correcting their faults, You wink at
theevil which they do, You fail to pun-
ish them, regardless of (od's honor and
their goo If yon do punish them, it is
not “correction in the Lord,”
it to gratify your satanic ra Some
fathers and mothers are not worthy ol
the name. The dignity and responsibility
of fathers and mothers are great,
See that you are faithful to theobliga
tions which belong to your high and holy
state.

but you do

very
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The sacrifice, which Christ was to
offer according to the order of Melchisi-
dech was identical with the sacrifice of
Calvaey in this wise. In the sixth
chapter of St. John we read that Christ,
after the maultiplication of the loaves
and fishes, told His followers that they
should yearn more after the spiritual
food which they would soon receive, and
which would be His own Body and
Blood. They tell Him thisis impossible,
evidently understanding His words in
the literal sense. IHe insists that it
will be His Flesh and Blood, and warns
them of the consequences if they do not
receive it. “Except you eat of the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink His blood
you shall not have life in you." ( Jno.
vi. 51.) They answer as they under-
stood ina litera “This saying is
bard and who ean bear it.” (v.61,) As

sense.,

THE BEVERAGE FOR ALL WEATHERS.

“ Epp.
means
Excellence

Grateful ¢ou°"

"EPPS’S . |
COCOA

of “ Epps's” at breakfast Warms and Sustains
'or hours. As a supper beverage it is perfect. ﬂ.l'f"“ll

food and
drink in one.

church supported only by the voluntary
offerings of its people.
Well, if that doesn’t bang Banagher !

| Phe. Professor doesn’t seem to know

| dreamed of. He

a proof that they understood Him in the |

literal scose and that He meant what
He said: “Many of His disciples went
back and walked no more with Him,” (67.)
Turning to the twelve He said: “Wil
you also go away!” (68.) Peter answer-
ed: “Lord, to whom shall we go?
Thou hast the words of eternal life.”

Now, if we bear in mind that the
sacrifice of bread and wine, which He
was to ofer, was to have an intimate
econnection with the saerifice of Calvary,
also keep in His promise that He would
give the world I's real flesh to eat, and
His real blood to drink, we may easily
understand what took place in the upper
chamber at Jerusalem whither He went
with His apostles to celebrate the
Paseh. At the conelusion of the feast
He took bread and said: *Tis is My
body, which shall be offered for you.”
is My blood of
the new testament which shall be shed
for, and for miny, for the remission of
At that moment  did
Christ ofliciate as a priest according to
the order of Melchisdech? He ehanged
the bread and His own body
and blood. It was a spiritual
stantial change, yet real and tru
last supper then was a sacrifice identi-
ecal with that of Calvary, because the
priest and vietim in both sacrifices
wore the same. On the cross His blood
flowed physically, at the last supper it
flowed mystically. On the cross He re-
desmed the world, at His last supper, by
anticipation, He offered Himself in a
mystic form under the appearance of
pread and wine. This was according to
prophee.es, and to afford a form of com-
munication of the sacrifice of Calvary.
What He did He authorized His apostles
and their successors t5 do. *Do this in
commemoration of Me.'

This is the origin and sigoificance of
worship. It is called Mass, and is
essentially a renewal and commemora-
tion of the great erifice of Calvary.

3 which were

also the enalice, “This

sins,”

solemn

wine it

offered in all climes, by
without jon from the days of
Adam to the & nt of Christ, so has
this memorial sacrifice been offered from
the time of Christ down to the present
day. B with the
down through the centuries, it can be
easily proven from the writings of all
the fathers of the church that the Sacri-
flee of the Mass
worship. The

all people, and

ginnirg

apostles,

was the form of divine
liturgies used in the first

ve centuries by the Christians prove
the same. Pagans, when persecuting
the early Christians, bear witness to

that faith in the Real Presence of Christ

in the Blessed Eucharist.
What consoling thoughts does not
this doetrine bring to the heart of
it and through it is seen

humanity, In
the infinite love of Jesus daily manifest
ed in every C tar, Initi

the one re

me doetrine
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that Parliamentary rule was in foree in l
Fuglard before ever Puaritanism was

doesnu't seem to lw‘
aware that this system of government
was evolved when England was Catholie
to the core. And it is just absurd
to say that the Puritans worked out
here in America * a free Church in a |
free State.” They did nothing of the |
sort. Under the early Puritans such |
an idea was looked upon as heresy. |
With them the Church aad State were
empnatically owe. They had n
thought. It was the coming in of
other peoples of other ways of
religious teaching which compelled the
Puritans to give way.

And the condition of things as re-
gards Chnrch and State which obtains
in this country at the present day, and
which works so admirably that none of
us would change it, is the result of a
compromise, It would be simply impos-
sible for us here 1n America with our
many religions to exist under any other
system. The Puritans, as sueh, had
very little to do with creating this con-
dition: aud the idea of praising them
for working it out is simply preposter-
Ous.

The name of Huguenot suggests many
the Professor. 1t
the massacre of St. Bartholomew's Day,
and a number of other painful but heroie
memories. But if the Professor were a
reader of true history the name Hugu-
enot would suggest other things to bis
miud as well ; for instance, ( we quote
here the words of the late Protestant
scholar, the Rev, Mr. Starbuck ) :

In France as in Germany, the out-
rages against religion began with the
Protestants Before they had any
temples of their own, almost before they
were recogniz=d as a distinet body, when
as yet few, if any, had burnt for
heresy, they began to break down the
images of the saints and to wrest the
Viaticum out of the priest’s hand to
trample it under foot, achie ents
whieh Merle d'Aubigné faintly reproves
and which Dr. Rule, whose book is pub- |
lished by the Buglish Methodists, openly
glorifies, as the were reproduced in
itaiy and Portu

ather

things to suggests

been

Soon the Huguenot bands began to
roam the country, defacing ehurches,

burning monasteries, murdering mongs,
flaying priests alive, sweeping off the
the altars, breaking open
wnd shrines, and throwing the
hones of saints, and queens, of
Bishops and abbots about the church-
yards, or burning them iuto lime.

At last they wthered in ¢
company, with their great teach
at their head, invaded the
Cathedral of hallowed by the
s of of Are, and blew up
¢reat pillars, thus bringing down
the whole Western front.

Just as socn as the Huguenots gath
ered a little they did their
very best to carry out Calvin's exhorta-
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I If the world depende
1 God for it « it depended o
God for its actic 'he laws of nature
must be depenc on the will of the
Creator, and therefore they could be

suspended by the Creator. A suspen-
sion of a law of nature was a miracle.
fhe possibility of miracles beiug thus
established, the question whether
miracles had actually occurred was a
matter of evidence. In judging this
matter, Catholics were the only true
Rationalists and the only true Free-
thinkers, because they alone approached
the subject with an open miud. Unbe-
lievers were not freethinkers.

They were not free to think because
they started with the assumption that
miracles were impossible, and therefore
they were compelled to reject all mir-
acles as false, no matter how great was
the evidence in favor of miracles,
Hume's famous argumeut against mir-
acles was that the evidence in favor of
a miracle must be equally as stroog as
the evidencs against it. According to
|lume, the universal experience of man-
kind testified that the laws of nature
were constant, and as no evidence could
possibly be as strong as the testimony
of all mankind, therefore miracles were
incredible, The fallacy in Hume's
argument was that it was not true that
the universal experience of all mankind
testified that the laws of nature were
constant,

It was reasonable and probable that
God should manifest Himself to men by
means of miracles in order to prove His
existence and that He concerned Him-
with the affairs of men. In the
sight of God, one immortal soul was of
more importance and value than tre
whole material universe. At Lourdes,
G had given unmistakable proof of
the reality of the supernatural to an
\re that was steeped in materialism.
Unbelievers who denied the super-
natural character of the cures were
utterly unable to account for the facts.
The Catholie doetrine on miracles did
account for the facts, and on this ques-
tion no Catholic need ever be afraid of
giving a reason for the faith that was in
him,—Catholie Telegraph.
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We know the abetters of anarchy do
not explain their howls of yesterday, but
nevertheless we would like to quiz some
periodicals upon points that time has
cle U'x!. W coul
apology for misstatements from journals
that shed black tears for Ferrer, lorsen-
blinds them that they
seem to never care when they be e
false witnesses, as the truth is so often
wgtale, flat and unprofitable’” to their
mercenary, materialistic purposes.

Why did not the champions of Ferrer
answer the Irish member of parliament
who demanded of the house ot commons
tre names of who sought
the death of the murderer of monks and
nuns in Barcelona?

Why have not these papers
their false statements that
hurried to the grave
cess of a court-martial, when in
reality a military tribunal tried the case
as, according to Spanish law it should
have done?

\ wait forever foran
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devil acknowledges this by erying out, |
anti-clericalism is the gun that shoots
the avowed and condemned criminal
whose name he would pet.

Lately we declared iu these columns
that socialism and anarchy are identical.
The New York Sun of recent date says |
that in their deeds—and deeds are after
all the only things t.at count—they |
are one. “Philosophically the two
(anarchist and socialist), are the poles
apart: when it comes to disorder, to up=
setting everything in sight, the militants
among them adopt the same methods."

Monsieur Jaurés ideutifies his social-
istic cause with Ferrer's and eries in
several verses, one of which runs “Happy
Ferrer! Francesco Ferrer is dead by
the will of those who govern Spain, i. e,
the priests.” A lie—for the priestsare
subjects of their king and the king in
turn has his course shaped by the estab-
lished laws. So we have learned one
thing for certain—that there is no practi-
cal difference between socialism and an-
archy. Both throw bombs at Church
aud State, and want a something begot- |
ten in the brain of a mob to end in the
sereamings of vice, tosupplant the Chris-
that has blessed the world and
e aven though mad-
ness would shout her down.

The Literary Digest of Nov. Gth calls
our article on Ferrer *more bitter” than
thatof all the other Catholie periodicals.
Its bitterness against the enemies of our
God and our country we proclaim as the
mweasure of our love of hoth, May the
one last as the other forever—Church
sustaining State and, as a giaut at the
work, not asking even a becoming thanks,
but ever giving, as she is too mighty to
need or expect favors,

Long live the truth!
Christ Who proelaims it!

pont w a0 to hless

Blessed be the
Blessed be the

Chureh, i s everlasting sehoc Peris
error that deludes minds, that corrupts
hearts, that reddens hands, that would

make earth a home and not a stepping-
stone to heavenly and perpetual joy!
Buffalo Catholie Union and Times.
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AND HE BELIEVED

Through a reverend friend we
privileged to publish the tollowin,
planatory of how 4 non-Catholie law
of Kentucky was led, by the grace of
God, into the Church. It is admirable
for its brevity and comprehensiveness.
Mr. Montgomery is the well-known
attorney Elizabethtown, Ky.:

MY CONVERSION,

I lived until I was sixty-seven years

old desirous of

becoming a member of
some Church, as 1 felt if 1 did not put
on the uniform 1 ere I would not be at
the roll call above. But with all my
rsading 1 never counld believe all that
any Church taught, and felt that if 1
joined any Chu ¢t beirg ab!

subscribe to all its teuets, I would be a
hypoerite. Ihad tanght my teu children
catechism, had read the * Faith of Our
Fathers " and many Catholie works and
rmons, but could not believe all the
wurch taught. A well educated Cath-
olic was told my trouble, and he said to
me : * You do not go
wind began,

reh, not beig a tc

back far enough,”

upon my asking him how far

should 1 go back, to catechize me. He
said: * You believe that Christ is the
Son of God?" 1 answered : * Of course
1 do.” As such you believe He had all

power?" I said: * Of course He had.”
“You believe He establ »d a Chureh?"”
Yes, He said He did " “Well,
said he, ** if He had all power, don't you
He could and would
that Church so that it would never err?"
Here the idea fi me as to ehis
matter, i “Of course He wounld,"”
‘Well,” “the Catholic Church

Church in exi

I said:

velieve establish

st strucek

stence fcr
ndred years, and it must

h He established,
t teaches,”
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