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From early June until late in the

Mall the Mecca of the tourist, the
acholar, and the lover of nature in
general is the land of the Vjibway
dndians. Their principal settlament
is near the little town of Desbara:s,
Ontario. Here it is that, every
summer, the Indians present the
play of “Hiawatha'’ to the thous-
ands that gather here from all parts
of America to witness the unigue
but interesting spectacle.

To the Indians, the play is of deep
significance; it is the instrument by
which their legends, traditions and
customs are preserved and handed
down to posterity. Like the pea-
sants of Oberammergau, they are
prompted to a certain degree by a
religious motive. To them, Hiawa-

tha is no mere chief. Next to the[

all powerful Gitchi Manitou, he is
their greatest prophet and protector.

The most accessible means of
reaching the Indian village is to
take one of the little steamers at

Sault Ste. Marie; or, if you are of a
more venturous nature, engage one
of the Indian guides to paddle you
up the river in his birch-bark canoe
—a distance of sixty miles. The
scenery en route is beautiful beyond
compare. As the boat glides along,
we see on either side high cliffs of
sandstone, wrought by the elements |
into many, fantastic shapes: while |
far off in the distance huge fir and
plne tower sentinel-like, As the jour-
ney progresses, we find ourselves in
a veritaple archipelago, covered with
a dense growth of native trees. Beau-
tiful emeralds—they seem—set in the
glistening waters of the river. At
dength the Indian village ‘‘bursts’’
mpon us in all its indescribable beau-
ty. We see the white tepees that
dot the little eminence, overlooking
the bay, and nearer the shore, the
rude Inn built of rough pine logs.
Here we are to dine, and wait until
time for the play to begim.

Early in the afternoon we enter
the enclosure, or stockade, and seat
ourselves upon the rude logs along
the water’'s edge—these are the re-
served seats. We can easily spend
the time before the first war-whoop
is heard, in admiring the landscape
about us.

But a word about. the stage! No
gaudily painted scenery; no glare of
lights; no sound of orchestral music
—all these usual accessories of Lhe]
modern stage are wanting. Before
us is a large platform, about three
feet high, built on piles in the little
inlet, about forty feet from the
shore—this is the stage. It is here,
and in the water surrounding it, that
the quaint drama takes place. No
modern dramatist, with his expendi-
ture of thousands ef dollars, has
been able to produce a stage setting
that can compare with this natural
scenery. In the foreground are the
mirror-like waters of the inlet, or
bay, with the sun shining on them,
and transforming them into a mosaic
of glistening crystals; while in the
background, the varied green of tha
mnatural forest, and somewhat re-
moved, two little isles, where ap-
pear the tepees of some of the tribe;
and over all the clear, blue sky of
the north country. Not even the
ancient Greeks could conceive of a
theatre like this. Miss Alice Long-
fellow, a daughter of the ppet, on her
visit to the play last summer, said:

‘“The play is worth a journey
across the continent to see. The
scenery is sublime, and the most
charming that druma ever had.”’

The play, being given in the Ojib-
way tongue, would be ‘““Greek’”’ to
most of us, were it not for the in-
terpreter, who explains the meaning
as the play progresses.

After we have witnessed the play,
with its supernatural situations, we
are curious to learn how the task of
transforming these uncouth ‘‘red-
skins’’ into graceful Thespians was
ever accomplished. ‘I'ne popular con-
eeption of the Indian is an indolent
and worthless creature of immobile
temperament. But this is a wrong
mnotion. The Indian is a very apt
pupil, and most of the actors are of
a literate class. Men, squaws and
children are all eager to take part in
the play, and there is keen rivalry
for the various roles. The manager
is very exacting, and his task of
making a selection is a most ardu-
, ous one. The actor, in order  to
carry out the ideal conception of
the role, must combine a massive
stature with strong voice, and grace
of action. Those who pass through
the ordeal, and are selected to as-
sume the characters; are held in
_ great esteem by the less fortunate
members of the tribe. Especially is
t‘ﬂl true of Hiawatha. 3

A cBat with the Indians after 't
play showed me the keen interest
manifested in the play. Minnebaha,

that she had spent an entire year
in designing the gorgeous costume
she wore. It was an exquisite piece
of workmanship, of buck-gkin, heavi-
ly beaded in figures of intricate de-
sign, and fringed with hundreds of
tails of priceless otter. Last sum-
mer, Cupid was busily at work, and
in the fall the Hiawatha of the play
laid sfege to the heart of Minnehaha,
and led her away as his bride.
. Above all, the great charm of the
play is its simplicity.’ He who goes
there with the expectation of seeing
the dramatic art of an Irving, ora
Mansfield, will come away disap-
pointed. The Indians display a sur-
prising ability in the delineation of
the characters. Their pathetic yearn-
ings seem to come straight from
the heart; and when their passions
are aroused their vengeance bursts
forth with all the pent-up anguish of
their centuries of oppression. of
course, the acting at times is some-
what crude, but to me, instead of
'weakening the effect, these slight
flaws seem to add a certain charm.
The fact must never be lost sight of
that this is an Indian play and that
the actors are real Indians.

The play—with slight variations—
is the American epic of ‘““Hiawatha,’’
by Henry Longfellow, put into dra-
| matic form. Longfellow visited this
| very region, many years ago, and
from the old chief he learned their
legends, customs and songs, and

| wrought them into the beautiful epic

familiar to every student of Ameri-
can literature.

The play is a continuous perform-
ance, lasting between five and
{ hours, with no intermissions
tween the differemt scenes. Almost
all the different characters of the
poem are represented, but the lead-
ing roles are those of Hiawatha,
Minnehaha, Pan-Puk-Keewis, Chibia-
boa, Iago, the ancient Arrow-Maker,
and old Nokomis.

Pan-Puk-Keewis is the villain of
the play. Many have styled him
the ‘“Indian Otis Skinner,”” so much
does he remind them of the charac-
ter of.‘‘Lazarre.”” Truly, he is an
almost ideal type orf the Indian.
Mark well his massive stature, his
perfect profile and regal bearing. Old
Nokomis might well be called the
““Mrs. Gilbert”” of the drama, for
this old squaw that rocks the cradle
of Hiawatha has seen the snow of
eighty winters. Too much praise
cannot be bestowed upon the charm-
ing Minnehaha; she is the darling of
the audience.

The play opens with the assembling
of all the hostile tribes, and their
admonition by the Gitchi Manitou to
smoke the pipe of Peace. In the
next scene, we see the baby Hiawa-
tha lulled to sleep by old Nokomis.
He is the true hero of the drama,
and it is around him that the action
centres. In the following scene, Hia-
watha has developed i a lad of
six, and with amusement we watch
his instruction in the art of pad-
ding, fishing and shooting. Thus, we
follow his growth into manhood, his
journey to the land of the Dacotahs
—his wooing of Minnehaha and re-
turn to his tribe—and the advent of
the first white man, Pere Marquette.

At frequent intervals throughout
the play occur the varied dances of
the Indians, the canoe races, and
their songs of triumph, and of ven-
geance. Chibiabos—called by Long-
fellow ‘‘the Sweet Binger,”” possesses
a voice of wonderful strength and
sweetness. It is hard to persuade
the tourist that he is one of the
t}'ibe, and not some virtuoso from a
grand opera company ‘‘faked’’ into
the role of an Indian. 3

Interesting as is the play as a
whole, the crowning feature is the
““finis,”’” which—according to the rules
of the drama—is neither catdstrophe
nor denouement,

Hiawatha learns that his mission
on earth is now to cease. He must
travel far to the westward, to the
land of the Gitchi Manitou.

‘“On the shore stood Hiawatha,

Turned and waved his hand at part-
ing;

On the clear and luminous water

Launched his birch canoe for sailing,

Whispered to it ‘Westward, West-
ward,”

And with speed it darted forward,

And they. said, ‘Farewell forever!’ °

Said, ‘Farewell, O Hiawatha !’’’

six
be-

The sun has sunk almost beyond
the distant hills. Amid the en-
treaties and wailings of his tribe,

Hiawatha leaps into his canoe, and
a few strekes of the paddle sends it
down stream. We almost comceive
of him as some ' god as he stands
there motionless, in the middle  of

him, - as the craft  drifts straight
along as though propelled by some
supernatural force. . .

We hold our breath in awe as - we

with childlike pride, informed me

{There I abandoned the lopsided car

the canoe, his paddle uplifted before

he floats, while the breeze
his farewell-now fainter, and faint-
er. At last he has disappeared from
view. He has reached the land of
the Gitchi Manitou, and the play is
ended.

IN “DARKEST" IRELAND.

(Continued from Page 1.)

In the cart—or car, as they call
those uncomfortable vehicles in which
you sit sidewise—I continued the
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journey, securing by this means what )
view of the country. We came at

and here for the first time I met with
tourists. On the outskirts of the
village (I came to a cabin a little
better and larger than those out in
the country, and this cabin, I was
told, was a hotel. A woman stood
in the doorway. Beside her was a
group of children, bare of foot as
usual. I dismounted from that car
and sat down at a little table that
stood just outside the ‘door. Her
husband soon came along and I en-
tered into conversation with him,
‘““Yonder,”” he said, pointing to the
range of mountains in the back-
ground, “for = three miles is owned
by the Plunketts. Sir. .Horace Plun-
kett conducts an agricultural depart-
ment in Dublin, and writes books
about Ireland; but he has as many
tenants and makes them pay the
rent as well as the ‘king's rates,’
along with the rest of the land-
lords. In 1851 the Plunketts
bought ~ all this land for tuppence
ha’penny (five cents) an acre. To-
day the land makes milllonaires of
the Plunketts. And what isn’'t own-
ed by the Plunketts is owned by a
life insurance company in London,
which also bought land hereabouts
years ago for a few pennies the acre.
And the wors( landlord we have is
that insurance company which never
gives mercy to the poor tenants when
the rent is in arrears.’”’

I went to the heart of Westport,
to the hotel, finding there a swarm
of tourists. ‘“What a fine country!’’
exclaimed a school teacher from
Wayne, Ind. ‘‘Why do they say Ire-
land is so poor ? We have just seen
the loveliest people, all living in the
sweetest, cleanest vineclad cottages.”’
I tried to explain to the lady tourist
from Indiana that she had only seen
that part of Ireland reached by
the railroads, and attempted to
convey to her some idea of the con-
ditions away from the path of steam
power. But she only cxcluimcd,q‘in-
credible 1"’

I ended my journey of investiga-
tion at the seaport town of Galway.

and took the railway back to Dub-
lin. As I neared Galway my car
overtook a number of women, young
and old, all wearing red skirts, near-
ly all in rags, and every one carry-
ing a huge basket of produce to be
sold in the town. They all bent for-
ward under the weight of the bas-
kets, which were tied to their shoul-
ders with ropes. All through the
poorer districts, that is, when near
towns, I had seen this signt,
But with all their poverty, as I
was constantly assured by those who
knew, the chastity of the Irishwomen
is proverbial, even a landlord going
so far as to say that the women of
Ireland are ‘‘the most virtuous of
any race on earth.’’
his
a

One tenant, too, speaking of
daughter, said : “In this country
young woman has nothing to liveion
but her character. Take that from
her and there is murther.”

At the last poor cabin I came to
before reaching Galway I went in
and, as usual, said : ‘‘God save all
here I’ I had found that this Irish
salutation at once denoted that I
was an experienced traveller im that

country, and the invariable reply
was: ‘‘God save ye.”” In this last
cabin one of the women said: “I

haven’t aten a bit this blessed day,
glory be to God !”” Another of the
women said: ‘‘Troth, I've suffered a
long time from poverty and-sickmess,
glory be to God !”” I mention these
remarks of the poor women to illus-
trate the ' meekness and resignation
with which these people bear their
 misfortumes and affliction.

In Galway itself I did not haveto
seek long to find emigrants—men,
women and children—bound for the
United States. They were taking a
small ship from Galway to Queens-
town, where they would embark on
the big ship that would carry: them
to the “land of promise.’”” *‘Tt's the
only way out of all our trouhle,”
said a farmer who was taking big
whole family to Amertca. ‘‘Some of
the men folks go out first, and send
back the money for one child  to
come over, then another, and finally
the wife, until all have joined ' hi

may be called literally a one-sided | Leave

last'to the old village of Westport, | ®
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NOTICE.

We, the undersigned, inscribed share-
holders on the Entry Book of a Mutual
Insurance Company about to be formed for
the Counties of Berthier, Joliette, Mont-
calm, L'Assomption and Terrebonne, do
hereby zive notice to the interested par-
ties, that a meeting of the shareholders of
the #aid Company shall be held on the foar-
teenth day of February, 1905, in the Parish
of 8t. Bartholemew, in the Sacristy of the
said Parish, in order to adopt a name and
designation for the said Company, choose
a Provisionary Secretary, elect a Board of
not more than nine, or less than five
Directors; and fix a place in each of the
+aid Counties, where the | rincipal Office of
the Company shall be established.

HON J. LAFONTAINE, M P.P.

J. R HAMELIN, merchant,
HENRI BOUCHER, trader,
SERAPHIN L’'HEUREUX, farmer-
CHARLES BARRETTE, merchant,
GASPARD COMTOIS, farmer.

L. P. FORTIN, trader.

ELIE BLRRETTE, farmer.
CHAS. SYLVESTRE, farmer,
ZENON BOUCHER, farmer.
MICHEL BERARD, gentleman
F.E. ROULEAU, Notary.
February 2, 1905.
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8 ft. 8 in. by 11 ft. 9 in. Regular
$18.25. Reduced Price .$9.95
10 ft. 6 in. by 9 ft. 10 in. Regu-
lar $17.00. Reduced Price ....$12.75
14 ft. 10 in. by 12 ft. 9 in. Re
gular $25.00. Reduced Price..$18.75

to allow details, but. every branch of
Night Gowns, Chemises, Corset Cov.
garment is quite perfect, and only re

smartly cut and well finished; trimmed
pants lined throughout. Regular value $1.25. Speci
BOYS’ ALL WOOL ENGLISH NAP REEFER COATS,
Indigo storm collar, best fancy tweed linings, silk g,
Sale Price

Scribblers for ...... S+ dehishesnss
100 page Exercise Books, especi-
ally ruled to conform to City
School requirements, and spe-
cial line for the Westmount
School, from ...... ...... .. . 3¢
Pencil Boxes from
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in Fancy Coatings,
leather belt, red flannel lined throughout, trimmed o
and ornaments, velvet collars, Sizes 21 to 25.
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BRUSSELS SQUARgg
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Also a magnificent line of AXMINSTER CARPET S
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n. Regu-
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SCHOOL BOOKS READY.

Many children will change classesthis week and th
will involve a change of text books, The Bigls
of all the approved School Books and necessaties,
of selling EVERYTHING AT REDUCED PRICES.

Books for the beginners, bools for the primaries, books for th
mediate and senior class pupils, books for the senior and high scho

is change of classes
tore carries a full stock
and makes a practice

e inter-
ols,

from ...

of Drawing Paper,

Faber’s H.B. Pencils, Writing Inks,

A Useful Present will bhe given away with every purchase of
Books that amounts to or exceeds 50c,

etc., all at proportionately low
prices.

School
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THE DR. ARNOTT INSTITUTE, Begrin,
Ont. For the treatment of all forms of
S.EECH DEFECTS. We treat the cause
not simply the Labit, aad thereforé produce
natural speech. Write for particulars,

land, and it’s either the workhouse
or America.”” Such are the con-
ditions in “‘darkest Ireland’’ to-day.
I have given here only the testimony
of/my own eyes and ears. These
aré the facts. Explanations I leave
to those who write learned essays
on ‘“‘Ireland of the Future,” but who
will not take the physical trouble to
go see the Irish people of now. Not
in the seclusion of a comfortable
study, but in the very huts of the
poor Irish in Ireland itself, is where
one can find out why there are more
Irish in America to-day than in all
Erin’s isle itself, and why, at the
present rate of decrease of popula~
tion, the Emerald Isle will soon be
depopulated,

SEEING NOISE,

Sound can be photographed by tak-
ing advantage of the motion produc-
ed in a tuning fork. Sound travels
in waves, each corresponding with
an oscillation in the fork, which re-
mains in a state of continuous vi-
bration while the note is sounded.

To photograph these sound waves
a small mirror is attached to the
end of one of the prongs. Un this a
powerful beam ®of light is projected
by a lens, so as to strike it at an
angle of forty-five degrees. The light
is again reflected from its surface,
but in a new direction, and a very
slight alteration in the position of
the mirror makes a large one in the
reflected beam, ’ -

To take the photograph the light
is turned upon the mirror in a dark-

set in vibration, S
plate is rapidly passed in the path
of the reflocted pencil of light. On
development the plate shows sou:
‘waves recorded as a

7

‘For we're all destroyed out o’ this.

oach mote has its

ened room, and the tuning fork is| '

e GAR

SLEY Co.

1765t0 1783 Notre Dame St., 184 to 194 St.James St, Montrosh

LIMITED

breat Furnighing Opportunties for all Purchasers o
Carpets, Rugs, Curtaing, Mats, Drapes, Beds *and Beddig
and 0dd Fieces of Fumiture, Low Prices, Lage Discouns

THOMAS LIGGET

2474 & 2476 St. Catherine (.

EMPIRE BUILDING,

MEN

to 2 ; were 40c, now .., ,

:&mmm

SEASONABLE GOOD

A

REASONABLE

MEN’S FELT CONGRESS, felt soles, were $1.75, now..........
'8 FELT CONGRESS, with legging attachment, 14 inches high,

with 8 buckles, an ideal winter boot; were $2.50, now
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