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of British wheat and that 

GermanWhat is wrong is that we have made the rise in the price 
■the squeeze” 
elements at work in the United States.

Still it was only as recently as 1877 that 
Knglish wheat was sold as high as 69s-9d I*'1 
quarter of 480 pounds. During Die Crimean war 
tne average price for the whole of 1854 was 72s- 

74s-8d, but as much as «os 
per 480 pounds was paid during several months 
of noth tnose years. During the> Napoleonic wars, 
the average price of native English wheat was 
12ds per 480 pounds. In 1813 it was 109s.

time tn 1812, however, it did reach 176s Pet

to get it.
suitable provision lor bringing these two 

classes together in tne relationship of lender and 
hoi rower, a relationship tnat would be not only 
mutually beneficial to boih parties concerned, but 
would be also in tne highest degree advantageous 
to the general public, wouid aid greatly in the 
development of our resources, and add enormously 
to the wealth and strength of the nation.

To organize a system that would bring these 
two classes together in this way, giving the bor-

and the

conveniently be described as the milch- 
q hat indicates the part been made by thethis might 

cow 
he is

hasnoof banking.theory
supposed to play in it.

This then, is the situation.
L-imr to new possibilities. 

a knmire also, in this world crisis constitutes 
"U,, demand for increased production . 

these possibilities, to meet that urgent de­
ad the pressing need is for a large increase in 

me amount of capital available, on suitable con- 
rtmns for agricultural enterprise. And finally, 
mi nresent returns from farming, and our present 
machinery of finance seem utterly incapable of 
meeting that need.

Four.—And 
facts

Agriculture is 
Tire situation of

Toour
5d and in 1855,

cheapejjâphon y than at present, 
lender bettei^Teturns than he now secures as a 
depositor in a Savings Bank, and on better (1„avter. 
security too, would no doubt tie a task of con- Hince Canada

But there is nothing im- worU1-a wheat growing countries, Britain's prices 
It is a thoroughly practicable have enjoyed ft long run of normal years. Wheat 

it has been done elsewhere with most jn the (lay of 'lister's Corner” was almost as
one whit hi h a8 lt is to-day hut Hour was actually 2s 

to 3s per sack dearer and bread advanced to od 
the four-pound loaf, 'those were peace prices 

when United States and

rower
one

in thehas become a factor
if this be the situation, what do

and
siderable difficulty.

suggest by way of improvement 
rpmedv? That is surely obvious enough, 
w of all such readjustments in tne 
Id economic situation as will give better re- 
mrns to the farmer. All enterprise responds 
wonderfully to the magic touch of prosperity 
ij-t the farmer have a good exfierience of it and 

agriculture expand. Let the general public 
delude itself any longer with the exj.ee- 

the farmer can be permanently be- 
emjiloying his cajiital and labor for 

That state of affairs will not 
The sooner tbis is realised,

possible about it.the We need 
financial

scheme.
eminent success, under conditions not 

favorable than exist here. It has been done, 
landmore

for example, in the German Landschaft ot 
mortgage bond system, described by ( . I- . Bailey 
in the excellent article already referred to in the 
Christmas Number of "The Farmer’s Advocate.
In other countries also the same end has been at­
tained more or less effectively by other devices. 
It has been done; that is the point. It is be­
ing done to-day. Why should not we do it, 
adapting from tried systems and modifying and 
developing according to our special circumstances 
and requirements ?

Think what it would
depositors of $100,000,000, instead of 3 

their money it would mean 3or 4 
hand try to conceive 

would mean to hundreds

j er
and occurred in a year 
Russia were both boasting abundant crops.

Flour at the moment in London, is selling at 
l()S-6d inr 280 pounds and housewives are grumh- 

l’eople are blaming the shipjiing people for 
all I round in the prices of foodstuffs. 1 he

alarmingly. Well, 
if Germany really 

although she 
babies

see
cease to 
tation that 
gui.ed into
inadequate profits. , 
continue indefinitely.

hng. 
the rise
shippers say rates have gone up 
if they have, it would look us 
has got command of the seas 
is doin'- very little beyond slaying 
bombarding Saxon Ruins! But the Love riment 
is going to enquire into things. At the i eat 1> 
part of the war, the Government fixed the prices

to have been for 
"a dip in.”

itchange is made, the better
Let it be well

evenand the sooner a
for all jiarties concerned.

that better returns to the farmer need
andt\ hy not 7will be to this country.meannoted too

not always mean higher prices to the consume. . 
Better marketing arrangements, co-operative 
enterprises transportation and storage facilities, 

operated exclusively in the interests of the 
companies and the middlemen—these are 

in the interests of both producer 
alike demand immediate attention.

To the
per cent, on 
jier cent.
what 4 per cent, money 
of thousands of our younger farmers’ in this Pro­
vince who are only asking for a chance to ex

Try to conceive the

On the other The thing seems 
and the shippers alp having

selling at 74s to <8s and 
realize 72s to 76s. t an ad i an

of foodstuffs.
gotten
Canadian bacons are 
long Canadian hams _... 
cheese sells at 84s to 80s for finest, and 8„s

lie useful for a

not
Railway 
matters that

pand and jiroduce more.
impetus that the whole tremendous business of 
agriculture would receive, and as a further con- 

also, the whole commercial and indus-
Why should We

not put our hand to this thing and carry -- comes
through ? particularly from Argentina. .. . ,

It is scarcely conceivable that serious opposi oUS contributory cause, it is asserted, is t e v 
tion would come from the chartered banks. They, porary prohibition of exportation of wheat from 
no doubt would stand to lose some of the de- Uussittj India and Australia. Uus-J.a formerly 
posits in their savings departments'. But any in- exported 30 million quarters of wheat per annum 
iurious effect from that source would be astly to tho United Kingdom and the Lontinent. 
more than offset by the great increase th t un- normaj times, Australia exported eight million 
doubtedly would take place in their business, due qUartcrs, which was more than we ourselves coum 
to the "expansion of a revived and greatly grow; put last season’s crop in Australia 
strengthened agriculture. Everything that helps jte ruined by drought. Thus our sources o
agriculture is certain to help every other legiti- HVlp|ljy from without are largely restricted to 
mate interest in the land. Canada and the United States. . f

This is not the place nor the time to present Throughout the manufacturing districts t
They can be produced when they llngglanil, what wage earners there are left to oo

What is needed now is to get our wo,.z arc iieing well paid for as much wor ns
We want con- (hey can do, and can therefore as well a flora to

Mis- pay thv higher prices for their food as any other
class. As a matter of fact, ever since the wa, 

been appreciably less unemploy 
of mid and

and consumer 
11 scientific production is a good thing why not 
scientific distribution too—scientific marketing? 
And if we wish to relieve agriculture of some of 
its unfair burdens why should we not insist 
scientific—that, i-i economically sound—taxation 
also?, This if it did not actually give the farmer 

least leave him more, which after

These jirices mayundergrade».
comparison. there is 

dearness
Perhaps, on serious consideration, 

something in the shippers' cry that
because of th? great rise in, freight pnc.s,

A still more seri-

sequence 
terial life of the nation as well.on

it

more, might at 
all is the important matter.

But leaving aside lor the time being these im­
portant and urgent questions, there is one othei 
matter that cannot he taken hold of too promptly 
and energetically, 
re-arrangement or re adjustment of our financial 
machinery, or very probably for the addition of 
some new parts to that machinery such as will 
make capital more readily available, in much 
larger quantity, and on more suitable conditions 
than at present. Yields in agriculture fluctuate 
considerably from year to year. We may have a 
gain due to a special sjiurt, or to unusually fav­
orable conditions that will seem wonderfully 
promising, but it is useless to look for any sub­
stantial and sustained increase in our agricultural 
production until we have taken some really effec­
tive measures to meet the actual needs of the 
situation. You cannot dig (ditches by talk, 
cannot produce more merely by whooping about 
it in the newspapers 
There is no use asking 
bricks without straw.” 
farming activities and increase your production 
unless you provide means to supply the cajiital 
with which to set to work.

The anomalous and, at first sight, discouraging 
feature of the situation is, as we 
noticed, that if agriculture is starving for 
of capital it seems to he starving itself. 
farmers of Ontario have $100,000,000 
Savings Banks, and yet farming operations

There is surely

The situation calls foi­ son.e

was

detailed plans, 
are required.
peojile seized of the main idea, 
structive leadership, not negative criticism, 
takes have been made, of course; dangers are to 
be run That is the way with everything in this 
world. We do not want reckless experiment. We 
do want leadership. Sound, ca'iVous, conservât.ve, 
but at the same time progressive. We want to

began there has 
ni| -nt in 
nort hern

the industrial districts 
Fngland than at this time of the yearYou

for many years. 
Farmers, who breed remounts and ot h -r horses 

naturally remind the people 
wheat 
i still

and on public platforms, 
the farmers to ''make 

You cannot enlarge y out­
go on. look ? A 

the reins of
For our leadevshiji where are we to 

Premier has recently taken over
Province of Ontario,

alert ambitious. If he will make this question 
his own if he will make his Government the in­
strument of establishing in this Province a sound 

of rural credit suited to the needs, meet-
days— that would 

the

as well as grow corn,
who are pleading for minimum jirices for 
and other jiroducts of the land that they ar 
suffering seriously from the sacrifices they recent > 
made in parting with both men and horses; that 
thev are being requested to add every horse they cun 
to the nation's stock; and that War Office .buyeis 
armed with powers of impressment, might start 
another national : levy, fixing their own prices, am

new
Government in the young,

have already
system
ing the demands of these 

real
want 

The 
in the 

are

new
contrihut ion t oindeed constitute a

prosperity- and happiness of his native land.
Jbe honor of high office, it would add the nobler 

jj distinction of true service 
Renfrew Co., Ont.

To time. ofAs not only wheat but most other clus es 
grain as well as meat, potatoes, roots, hay and 
straw, and most ottv-r products for hum ;n 
animal consumntion have gone uji and are 
ascending, it is admitted that there is a 
enquire by the Government, as to whether they 

divert more of the vessels in their poss-ssion 
fir limporting produce, and thus modify freig s. 
Hut there is a fear that if, yielding to oobulai 
demands, thev overstock the market by attempts 
to relieve the pressure, the minimum pri-es f'xei 

reward for all the sacrifices that 
1 ping called upon to make 

at the recent sow- 
rent

crippled for want of cajiital. 
something wrong somewhere.
is not hard to say what it is. ________
selves again of t lie distinction to lie made between , „ . .
figures that are totalled uji in the aggregate, the pumiillÛ ProblGlTlS 111 (jEGUt rSntrlin.
aggregate savings of all the farmers, and the per­
sonal circumstances of the hundreds of thousands

actually engaged in

orThere is; and 
Let us1 remind our

EDWARD 11. 1IORNE. still 
cns-> for

-The Farmer^; Advocate” 
the moment, . English farmers 

against” several jirolilems, just as are 
holders and others “uji again-t” the rise in. the 
price of foodstuffs, a subject which the Govcrn- 
m-nt has jiromscd to enquire into. T he farmer s 
problems are shortage of labor, eoiis-nflfc upon 

men having gom- to the war, and 
These will be

canEditor
•are 'up 

house-of individual farmers that 
the work of product ion.

1 u Y be rich ;

Atare ;
The farmers as a whole 

not rich.hut all the farmers are
I heir circumstances vary between both 
Naturally the great bulk of these surjilus posset*-, 
sions is in tile hands of the older men', the men 
who have had the time to make the slow accumu­
lations that alone are possible in farming, 
money is depos i t ed -4+r A he Savings’ Banks largely 
because its possessors do not know’ what else to 
<lo with it, 11 va use on account of age or for some 
other

extremes. might he a poor
English producers are 
The inCre ise of the whejit. area 

est limited 10 |>erso ma -1 v ,\ oung 
a shortage also of horses.
however, with Belgian refugee heljiers on the farm; 

thr assistance of child Jnlior, a special dispen-
an I

atis officially 
who

met ings
Earnrrs t hmrwere j|?rsuaded to add to

they adopted the advice of 
advisors

This
wheat acreage 
th>* Board of Agriculture 
partly- in the belief that good i Jiaviing 1

assured them for all they could jiroduce.
So, arguing things out from all standpoints, 

should he happy and should smile and

sav
and otherhy

Bought, to allow school hoys 
twelve and fourteeniyeavs of age to 

use of the ('ana

irices wouldsa tion he ng
girls between
do their little bit; and by the

mares which are being retained in
and not sent to War. Many lln tish-bred 

to the Front and have hoard 
or been under gun fire have been sought out 
and brought hack and are to be sold cheaply to 
farmers to breed from. This is the outcome of 

adopt the cry out against so many valuable mares lay­
ing been sent out of the country in the first i ush 
of troops abroad.

t hoy do not find in themselves the 
stiength, or ih-* enterprise, or the ambition 
the skill thiit would give them confidence to em­
ploy it in r\ • -uding operations in their own line 
They

reason beor thedian everyone 
pay up!

South Africa has lust taken 
shires from SAV. Scotland, and ja host of "Mkmg 
Short horns from a!l over England. 11 ' 1,1
in South Africa uro also m much demand from 
the Old Country.

country 
mares that had gone 61 head of Ay rl king for something comparatively

hand there is the great body of
for

i ■ • r
younger 
work, 
tlnnroved
« ant of cap.. , ; 
their

ambitious, enterj)rising, keen 
to expand, eager to 

'•'buds, but who are hampered by 
They have no surplus capital of 

1 they find it impossible
md on general conditions that, 
undertaking reasonably hopeful 

one class has the capital hut is 
r. The other class could use the 

satisfactory conditions

men
any'; v : s

inr the farm is a great ad 
particularly for 

stock who wishes to register

A suitable namesoared in fi neland to well nigh sixty
of 504 pounds. ft reached vantage to anv

the breeder of live
his animals in the Records of this country, 
affords an opportunity to tiring honor and fame 
to his efforts and his home.

Wh >at has farmer but moreown,
CûPital at r 
would ina-e . 
°f success

to secure
jler quarter

9s and 58s-6d in London and in one or 
places in the country just attained 60s and 
then fell back anain. We over here feel sure that 
“The Pit” at. Chicago has been responsible °

; »>■ two Ii

enable to 
°apital but iG :rulble on
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