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FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

Notes for the Month,

LOOKING FORWARD,

Every prudent man, when entering on
a farm, will endeavour to know the quali-
ties of every field—its state of fertility s
of cleanness ; whether its soil is dry or
wet ; clay or sand predominate: what
crops it has lately borne, &e. Without
some such knowledge of the different parts
of his farm, he will, in all his labour, be
but groping in the dark. The farmer who
has occupied his farm for some time, and
tilled perhaps every arable foot of it, has
not such eunquiries to make. But he has
cuquiries to make of his own experience.
e has to ask himself how he shall turn
cvery sod of it to the best account. He
has to consider every field separately, and
also in conunection with the whole. He
has to take into account the probable
prices of the ensuing year; what crops
are most marketable within easy distance;
as well as what his land is best fitted to
produce ;- what labour he can command ;
what system of culture he shall now pur-
sue that will, in other yecars, be most
heneficial to him by improving the soil.
A farmer, to be successful, must be a
nian of prudence and foresight. e must
expend Jabour and money in expectation
of a future remuneration. What system
of culture shall he pursue? This is an
important enquiry that every farmer must
decide for himself. It was too much the
custom (a custom not yet altogether done
away with) to pursue no regular system—
to have no regular rotation of crops—to
sow wheat year after year till the soil,
euntirely exhausted, refused to pay any
longer for the tillage. With such exhaus-
tive tillage no farmer can be successful.
The elements in the soil that wheat de-
mands as food must be restored in some
manner, or it will cease to be productive ;
and it will be more difficult to renovate it
that it may have a remunerative degree of
productiveness. Each kind of crop needs
1ts own kind of food, though some parti-
cular elements are needed by all. With
some crops the soil is partially enriched,
by the mode of culture they require and
receive, and by the fertilizing elements

they attract and inhale from the atmos-
phere.

We note this subject now. as this is the
best season to devise the system you will
adopt, not mevely for the yecar but for
future yvears, Shall it be a course ot four
yoara, of gix years, or what !

WINTER WUHEAT,

This is considered by farmers the most
important crop in his farm. It will, if o
good crop, bring him in,nore inned atcly,
a larger sum of money than any other.—-
T'or it the soil must be well prepared,
clean, rich and dry. If there be danger
of water lying in any part of the ficld, let
this be guarded against by well-formed,
open drains, It is better to sow it o
exrly that it will have a yood start, and

“ e well rooted before the winter storis,
Inill sowing is now practised by the best
faiers. '
SEED WHEAT.

This requires careful selection.  Let it
he thoroughly clean, and free from the
seeids of weeds. In another article in
this puper will be found some good advice
as to the varieties of sced.

SOILING.

To this subject we directed the atten-
tion of our readers in a late issue.  THis
one of the greatest importance. Tt is
now time to commence preparations for
it. Sow your first crop for soiling. In
this country the best and earliest cvop for
<iling is Rve.  In the old country we had

sreater variety of soiling crops than we
o have biere. There we -had Winter
\'ctehes (tares), Spring Vetches, Clover,
[talian Rye-grass, Rape, and then the
root erops for winter. Here, owr prin-
cipal crops for soiling are Rye, Peas and
Oats, Corn, Clover, - $tilly there is variety
cnonzh Lo practise coiling suecessfully.—

The-pmrliost, T have said, invve. Tt pre-
daces 0 anppy of feed for
cartle VASSLARIT ey feey

high.  You can have it out of the way
in time to prepare the ground on which
it grew for turnips. :

R

Cost of Illineis Cercals,

The Prairie Farmer publishes some
estimates as to the cost of the several
¢rains ¢rown in Illinois by Mr. Gibson,
a farmer in that State, and read by him
at a meeting of a Farmers’ Club. The
following is his account for growing thirty
acres of-wheat :—

Ploughing, 20 days, at $1.90 per day . .
Harrowing, 4 ‘¢ at $2.10 .. 8 40
Rolling, 4 at $2.10 88 s 8 40
Sced, 25 bushels, at $1.50 per bushel.. 37 50
Interest on seed, 10 mos., at 10 per ct. 315

$33 00

Seeding aund use of drill, 2% days...... 10 70
Rent, 20 acres, at $3.60 per acre... 72 00
Taxes............ Sc . 10 €0
Harvesting, 2 days ................. . 5260
Stacking, 4 men, 2 days. .. 20 45
Threshing......oo. oo vrmee . 38 05

$299 25

He cstimated the yield on the 20 acres
at 300 bushels, or 15 bushels per acre.
This would make the average cost little
less than $1 per bushel.

T'his can only be regarded as an esti-
mate approximating to the real cost and
value of the crop. Many items of the
account are not what a Canadian farm
would reckon, and then it must be an
inferior crop to yleld only 15 bushels per
acre.  For rent, the charge is high ; for
taxes, the charge, we would say, is still
higher, but that we know that taxes in
the States are so much higher than they
are here.

We give insertion to the article, hoping
that some of our readers may be induced
to look into their accounts of debit and
credet in their several farm operations,
and being desirous that some would for-

ard to us an accurate account, or, at
least, an estimate of the cost of their
several crops. There are among our agri-
cultural friends some as competent to keep
accounts of their outlaying and incoming
as any city accountant. There are but
few, we think, who keep such a farm Day-
book and Ledger as we would suggest to
them, though we know it would, were they
to doso,greatly conduce to their advantage.
Though they have scasons of hurry and
fatigue, they might find time to muake
their entries regularly. As’1 Eb.

—_— e

Arsenic as an Eascetl EBExtermi-

nator.

In thie Faryors’ Apvocare, potato-growers
have been advised to use Paris green with
plaster fur exterminating the Colovado potato
bug.  We cavefully stndied the whole matter
before we gave that advice.  We have since
then heard and scen and read much on the
subject, and we have closely watched  the
effects of the prescribed remedy, and the re-
sult has been the confirmation of the correct-
ness of the advice we then gave. A wiiter in
the Michigan Farmer, a paper of very high
authority in agricultural matters, has recom-
mended arsenic instead of Paris green, as a
bug-extermitator.  The principal argument
advanced  for the use of the arsenic 13 ifs
comparatively little cost, it being sold for 20
cents per pound, while 50 cents is the price of
Paris green. In reply,it is shown that ‘arsenic
is capable of being absorbed in such quantitics
as to prove injurious to the living vegetable.”
“Itis a dangerous material to have in the
household, because it is so easily mistaken for
ather white substances in common use; for
example, tlour, saleratus, &e.  Paris green is
1ot liable to this error because of its strongly
matked color.”  * % ¢ Again, when apphied
in large quantities to the soil, it may accumu-
ite in the seil to the injury of subscquent
crops, ov it may dissolve o gquantity gredter
than the oxide of iron of the soil can render
inert, and may find its way into wells, and
slowly poison all who use the water.  Injury
by no means confined to sudden and violent:
death.” ° Three pounds of arsenie, the
quantity recommended for one acve, is for
each hill of potatoes, if so planted, and at 3}
feet apurt, envugh to poizon two nien.

[We have referred to this matter bricfly.
Tt is necessary that farmers, whoe have uot
themselves the opportunity for much
ccientifie study, should be guarded in tak-
ing up every new idea brougiyt betore them.
(‘areful study ot all things pertaining to

their intereats s our duty, As'T lll.,!

Jottings in our News Room,

The work of surveying goes on favorably in
the West by all accounts.

The Truro and Amherst Railway will be
opened on the 1st of September.

St. Johns. N. B.. though settled as recently
as 1783, chiefly by Loyalists from the States,
contains about 40,000 inhabitants, and is a
place of much enterprise and wealth.

The grain, root, and fruit crops throughout
Nova Scotia are reperted to be in excellent
condition, and an abundant return is antici-
pated.

A writer in the New York Observer, speak-
ing of the Genesee Valley, savs:—No part of
the valley bears the marks of high cultivation
that I had always associated with this fertile
region. It is really painful too see one crop
—the Canada thistle—growing here so luxu

riantly. It is not only allowed to occupy the
highway, but there are many broad fields in
which the wheat and the thistle are contending
for the occupancy of the ground. and in many
cases the latter has gained the victory.

An order has been issued excluding Russian
cattle from England on account cf the pre-
valence of the rinderpest in the Russian empire.
The Maine lumbermen predict that five years
hence, at the present rate ¢f destruction, the
forests of that State will be wholly cleared of
timber. The lumber crop this year is esti

mated at 7,000,000,00.0 feet, Of this amount
the Penohscot lumbermen eut 225 000,000, anc
the Kennebec men over 100,000.000.

It is proposed to form a Scotch settlementir
the county of Victoria, N.B., for which purpose
land is selected, and fifty families are to come
out in the spring.

- Aguealture.

CANADIAN THISTLES.

Sir—In driving about the country, I bave
had a good opportunity of witncssing the dif-
ferent methods of kiling Canadian thistles.
1 have scen nene succeed but the p'an of not
allowing them to form a top at all during six
wecks.  No plaut can live long without a toy
in warm w-ather. Usualy, during haying
and harvesting, the thistles get quite a growtl
in the fallows. They take breath, and thi
gives new ife to the root, so thas it continues
healthy until the time of sowing the wheat.
During the hurry of haying ar d harvesting
the cultivator shou'd re run lighty through
thenn, say thoce or faurinches deep, sufliciently
often to pievent the top from ever seeing the
daylight. This is the point. Never let the
top above the ground duany part of the field.
If the cu'tivator be sct too deeply, the portion
of the root attached to the top is likely to
take root afain.  Many try to kil the thistles
without any distinet idea as to how they are
soiv ¢ to do it They plongh them, let them
grow p again, and so on until the grain is
sown, and, when harvest conies, there comes
a thick crop of thistles. They do like a boy
trying to drown a joung pup—Lhold it under
the water till nearly dead, then raise it out
to see if it is still alive, then dip it under again
for a short time, then out again, and finally
eoncludes that it is the hardest thing in the
world to drown- @ young pujp.  Most peeple
do the same by a'lowing a head to come out
here and there before the root is dead. Many
farmers despise bookmenand theory, and think
no one kunows anything «f the processes of
nature and farming but themselves, forgetting
that theory and practice should go together.
No doubt there is, now and then, a foolish
article written about farming, and the farmer
therefore ccncludes that everything written
on the suliject is nonsense, and will not give
due consideration to any advice on it, no
matter how good. Men the world over are
apt to think they know more about the busi-
ness they follow than any one can tell them.
Professional pride s of s natural growth as
(Canadian thistles.

[ am very uch pleased with the Faryens’
ADVOCATE. J. L., M.D.

Richmond Hill; Ang. 8, IS7T2

[The remarks of owr esteemed ecorres-

cood common sense, expressed in a plain,
intellicible manner.  We append two items
from our exchanges that must be of in-
terest to furmers. The law relating to
allowing those weeds to grow to the in-
jury of their neighbours is very stringent,
For thenw awn sakes, ar W el

pondent have the invaluable quality of

others, farmers should do all they can to
exterminate them. The law, if strictly
enforced in all places, would be produc-
tive of great evil, for in some parts of the
country the land would not be worth the
labour. This is particularly the case in
some of the light, rocky land back of
Kingston. The editor of the FArmMERS'
ADVOCATE is prosecuting an experiment
for the entire extermination of them, that
he hopes will be successful. He has ap-
plied to the Department of Agriculture to
assist him in the undertaking, but his
application has been unsuccessful. There
could be nothing of greater benefit to
farmers and to the country at large, and
it is the duty of the Ministry to give
every encouragement to such an under-
taking.—As.’T ED.]

TuisTLEs.—Great complaints are made by
some farmers against others for permitting
the spread of Canada thistles, and the care-
lessness of certain pasties who shou'd use
efforts to exterminate the nuisaunce before
going to seed. There is a law making it
compulsory upon parties to cut down the
thistles growing upon their premises or within
a certain distance of them, and we trust that
it will be enforced. We have heard of one
farmer who actually sold his farm because
his neighbours permitted the thist'e to go
to seed to such an extent that farming was
no longer profitable in that neighbourhocd.

TuisTLes.—A case of considerable import-
ance to farmers was tried at Lucan last Mon-
day, before J. Mcllhargey, Esq., J.P. The
action was brought by a Mrs. Hogan againsg
one John Toohey, forallowing Canada thistles
to go to seed on the farm which he occnpies
and wlich he leases from her. The charge
was proved, but, as it was the first time the
law was put in force in that section of the
country, the magistrate mitigated the fine to
32 and $5.50 costs. Farmers will do well to
pear in mind that they render themselves
liable to fine if they allow Canada thist'es to
come to full blow on their farms ; and whether
they are owners or occupiers it makes no dif-
ference, for the Jaw seeks to prevent the spread
of the noxious weed.

CLOVER AND TIMOTHY.

It is chiefly on account of our variety of
h=y plants that we seldom suffer very greatly
from bad seasons ; for a season that is nnpro-
pitious for one kind is often just the one for
thie perfection of the other. It will always
he an argument in favor of mixed varieties.——-
[t is often said that there is no use in these
mixtures ; have either all elover or all timo-
thy, or all of one kind of grass whatever it
ay be; but though it may be granted that
if the scason be favorable for one kind, it
wonld be Lest to have all of that one kind ;
vet as we cannot anticipate the seasons, it is
hese to have a variety. It is like paying
sometling for insurance. We do not get
quite as good as we wight, but we are more
certain to get a goud average than we should
otherwise be.

We note that some papers, cspecially Kast-
ern ones, arc agitating the wisdom of having
clover and timothy sown cach by itself, and
not together as now.  We shall sull advocate
the old way, in the light of this year’s ex

B v ) Tl )y
perience.—Lorney's Weekly Press.

FRESH FROM THE GARDEN,

Dwellers in towns and cities, who have to
procure their vegetables {rom the green grocer,
or else from the wardener’s wagon, kngw not
the benetits derived from having a garden at
home, where they can get everything fresh
when needed.

Many say they can buy vegetables cheaper
than to raise them.  So they can, but it is at
- the expense of freshness and crispness. The
longer time peas are pulled before being ustd,
the more is their delicate taste lost.  Tender
siial plants wilt il pact with their fine fla-
vor when not freshlhicut ; and thisi
teue of sueh kinds o1 garden stull as ‘
in their ereen or wnripe state. The most of
what vwe et from the grocery or from the
waron has been gathered the afternoon before,
and brought in during the morning  When
hawked about the strects half a day throuth
the hot sun, or exposed on the sidewalk in
front of a small grocery, the quality of such
vewetables is very inferior.  Tn the case very
often with extremely early vegetables, they arc
shipped from southern parts, and are mauny
hours on the journey before reaching the con-
aumer,  Is such stuff fit for food for any one
that eniovs the pleasures of good living ?

The moral of all this is to cultivate your own

an thar ot

) ‘n'urdrh, howeyer sma'l 16 may he, if you (lesiry

- RPN

fresh, juicy and
fer the husks

found in corner
spot grow up to
of it, and buy w
forth as the ady
like to see a P
apart for grow
and that cultiv:
point cf the ar

The practica
bp every farme
pay 7 That de
to be developec
It mayv, doubf
outset, that o
would not pay
farmers are at
it ; and furthe
Jands do not 1
part of our lay
it, a few farme
undertake suct
some lands wh
would warraut
e enumerate
village lots, hi
cities, aud in g
in the market
tion ; and it is
lands is rapid
for cheap and
yeb come,

On what 1
general, lands
need no artific
allows the fre
Lands with a c
Tt is needed w
its' 1If allow a
of such needs
are, standing
growth, wide
corn, fogs, th
the spring, or
tions reqnisite
cultivated pl
in due propori
quent growth,
growth by wa
wet soil by w
want of neede
of particles u
spaces betweel
vation wlien
when air fil's
spaces. The «
surplus water.
is three-fold :
rain in summ
ammonia and
sorbed and il
is often hurtfy
rally to beavo
no fertility, «
are to he cut ¢

Witer i
hy evaporiti
The st coo

heat in the

washics ont
partas of the s
The Tast leav
the soil, work
chosen, Tot
tively dry and
cannot penct
charveed with
In both it im

The kinds
fields, wide di
with stones

Niithes a0

tReless =tones
to be choked
may §e fithed
o straw, the
sned finad set
plovesh with
tipin drains
Wi Py bt n
flin e o basid
lie}sd s

« vjylly]‘ te SVR

AL
s C

ST i oy

o
thie oy ol

Be g1

little of th
of fertility ™
tup~oil.  Th

which show
He :':lli/'il‘x
uniterstond
Wk Very 1
'\\llrd’.r\l‘f‘\

the full oxt




