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methods by which the war shall be carried on,
these are being directed by a small war cabi-
net in London, formed for the particular pur-
pose of concentrating power in the smallest
possible number of men. It would be absurd
to expect such a numerous body as the Im-
perial Conference to be asked to do any real
work in directing the management of the war.

The terms of peace are the remaining ques-
tion.  These, it must be remenbered, are not
1o be settled by the Conference, or by the Bri-
tish authorities, but by the Allies.  The Con-
forence can only express its views as to what is
desirable. The Colonies which have special inter-
este to advanee respecting the captured terri-
tories  may find  the Conference  help-
ful to them. As Canada has no such interests
—no interests that are not those of the Empire
at large—the Conference will coneern Cana-
dians in a sentimental rather than a practical
way. As a gathering representing all portions
of the Empire it will still be of interest to
Dritish subjeets everywhere, and it may even
he of value as expressing again to the eneny the
determination of all parts of the Empire to see

the war through to a vietorious end.

Britain’s Latest Move

fl‘ IHIERE have been conflicting reports con-
corning the state of publie opinion in

While

o many visitors it has scemed that the gravity

Coreat Britain in relation to the war.

of the situation was generally appreciated, to
others it has appeared that of official cireles,
and perhaps some other quarters, this was true,
hut that the general public had no such reali-
Sation and that consequently a great many peo-
ple were pursuing their way in the careless
assumption that the war could casily be won.
IF the Iatfer view was entertained in any quart-
o1 those who have held it must have a rude
awakening when they read Mr. Lloyvd George's
gpeech made in the House of Connuons on Kri-
dav. The Prime Minister has had no illusions
on the subjecet; he has fully appreciated the
eritieal character of the  situation and  has
endeavored by forcible—even startling—state-
ments to have the British people see it in the
same way.  But alittle while ago the proposals
he has just made would have heen regarded as
o revolutionary as to he impossible of adop-
tion.  In the light of the present moment they

are fonnd to be reasonable and necessary.

Not beeause of the German \11rn|l:1|'11|<' oper-
ations—though these are an added reason for
a remedy —hut becanse of the transfer of Bri-
tish merehant ships to the war serviee, that of
ihe Allies as well as that of Great Britain,
there is a shortage of tonunage Tor ordinary
business purposes which is proving most em-
barrassing to all concerned.  There are not
ships to carry the vast amount of tratfic that
is offering.  This being the case there is need
of more careful diserimination in the choice
of what shall be carried and what shall be dis-
cowmraged, and this can only be had throngh of-
ficial action. Henee it has been determined
that the importation of things that are not
urgently needed shall he either totally  for-
bidden or largely restrieted, in order that the
thines that are of most importance to the
winning of the war may be promptly handled.

Maore important even than the restrictions on
importations are the arrangements announced
for the encouragement of home production of
foodstuffs. While Great Britain has not been
pre-eminently an agrieultural country, but has
relied largely on other countries for food sup-
plies, there is no doubt that the United Kingdom
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has been capable of much greater agricultural
development than has taken place. The eca-
pacity of ‘the nation for produeing is to be
tested now as never before. All who have land
capable of production are urged and encour-
aged to devote it to the growth of food, so
that there may be less need of reliance on
imports. To aid this movement a step is taken
which at any other time would have been im-
possible—a guarantec of a liberal, though not
excessive, price is to be given to the farmers for
several years. As a further step in the same
dircetion, the agricultural laborer—hitherto,
in most cases, very poorly paid—is guaranteed
a reasonable minimum wage.

The new regulations will interfere with trade
in many directions. There are (‘anadian inter-
ests that may suffer, for some of the things
that are banned or restricted are among the im-
portant exports from this country. But since
the new arrangements are demanded by the
war situation, in  the interests of the Km-
pire at large, they will he aceepted cheerfully.
At snch a time as this all considerations of
trade must be subordinated to the one great
purpose, the winning of the victory which is
necessary for the Empire and for civilization.

Blindfolding Bernstorff

C OUNT BERNSTORFTF and his unumerous
staff of embassy and consulate officials
have been enjoying for a few days the hos-
pitality of British protection in the harbor of
Halitax. It can hardly have been an agree-
able thought for the German ex-ambassador
that for his safety in the harbor and on the
lyigllwmlvlnml {o one of 111%&0 “serapg
of paptr which his Government, in the
case of Belgium, had so mueh contempt, to the
chivalrous generosity of the nation against
which he has so long Dbeen conspiring
at Washington, and that while he was so pro-
feeted by the British flag, the once vaunted
(erman navy was lying with rusting anchors
i {he Kiel canal. That Count Bernstorft was
glad 1o be assured of this protection of the
British flag may safely be assumed. Yet at the
moment when he and his family and staff were
heing treated with every courtesy by the Bri-
{ish officials at Halifax he must have reflected
on the difference hetween that courtesy and
ihe treatment accorded by Germany to British
sihjects  wherever  German  power prevails.
There was, however, a limitation to the privi-
leges granted to the (erman party.  Usually
the cood eity of Halifax is delighted to show
its visitors the many attractions of its harbor
and the approaches thereto. But in this re-
speet Halifax is not doing “hHusiness as usual.”’
It is doubtful if any of the beautifully illus-
irated literature of Halifax was handed to the
(‘ount on his arrival. e was not invited to
cwait and see’’ 1lalifax. To wait, indeed, he
was courteously asked, but not to see.
Lalifax is one of the most strong fortified
places on  the North American continent.
Many of the fortification works are so con-
cealed that they do not meet the eye of the
ordinary observer. But there are portions of
them that are quite visible to all who en-
ter the harbor in daylight. Plans of these for-
tifications, as they were in former years, are no
doubt on file in the Berlin war office,. for the
Germans were busy for many years in as-
sembling information of that kind. But the
fortification works of a few years ago and
{hose of the day are not the same. If any of
the Kaiser’s rusting ships should come across
the sea and make an attack on Halifax, relying
on the ald plans from the Berlin office, the

attacking party would in all probability ex-
pericnee some surprises. At all events it was
not deemed advisable to encourage studies of
the harbor works by the German party, even
from the deck of a neutral vessel. So, when
the ship bearing the German visitors came
within ten miles of the entrance to the har-
bor in daylight, she was politely met by ves-
sels of the ubiquitous British Navy and es-
corted out to sea again, to await the coming
of darkness. Then, as midnight approached,
the Scandinavian ship was brought in, passed
under the frowning but unseen forts, up
through the main harbor, past the city, through
the narrows and into the quiet waters of Bed-
ford Basin, where the most prominent object
to. meet the visitors’ eyes on the heights
the next morning was the large city
cdifice known as Rockhead Prison. There,
with wireless disabled and all communication
forbidden except that of the polite British and
(‘anadian officials engaged in examination of
the ship, the cargo and passengers, Count
Bernstorff and his party passed several days
which they are likely to remember with in-
{erest—and possibly with pleasure—during
the remainder of their lives. The party
will probably be, in some respects, wiser men
and women from this visit to Halifax. But
ihey will not be any wiser than before re-
specting the fortifications of the (*fanadian
Gibraltar.

A Gcod Word for Fritz

IT IS a long time sinec we were able to say
a good word for the Germans. Now Jjus-
fice demands that even the devil shall have bis
lue. Among the numerous items in whieh the
ever-increaing high cost of living is painfully
manifested one of the most prominent is the
homely potato, usually oceupying a very wmod-
est place in the background of foodstuffs, but
now gaining a place in the aristocracy of sup-
plies. Potatoes are selling in Montreal in
quantities at two dollars and more a bushel. In
England under the regulations of the Food
Controller the price is less than half of that.
But if we wish to find a wmarket where potatoes
are comparatively cheap we have to go to Ber-
lin. One is inclined to envy the Berlin eitizens
when he reads that in the German capital pota-
toes are to he had at seventy-two cents per
bushel. It is true that there are not a great
many of them to be obtained. One has to have
his food cards to get any, and only a few pounds
at a time will be delivered. But the Germans
have managed to so control the price that this
important artiele of food is sold at about one-
third the price that the consumer pays in Mont-
real. At the risk of being prosecuted for trea-
son, we have to admit that there are some

things the GGermans manage better than we do.

New Brunswick

1t is a curious fact that while the suggested
holding of a Dominion election is widely
ohjected to, Provincial clections have been
held,  apparently without protest, in several
of the Provinces where the -political organiz-

ations in Dominion and local polities are

substantially the same, and where Provincial

contests are conducted quite as keenly as one

for the Iouse of Commons would be. The lat-
est example of this appealing to the people in
the midst of the war is the Province of New-
Brunswick, where a Conservative Government,
which brought on the elections, bhas had a
close call and probably has suffered defeat.
The Liberals have a majority of seats. Whether
they have the number and material to form a
strong administration remains to be seen.
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