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m£. “ Some people,*’ said she “ say there
is no God.’* Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings, under the most imperfect 
systems God has often perfec ed praise, but 
what shall we think of any system that 
shall lead a little child from the simplicity 
of her heart, to offer such a confession as 
that l What a thought—that even the 
knowledge of such a fact should have taken 
possession of that child’s memory 1—I be
gan to tell her something about God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Goet,—ideas 
of whifth I found she had no conception. 
These and other experiences hacked me to 
believe that that form of sound words given 
in the Prayer book, which teaches us what 
to be believe and how to pray, is such a 
form of sound words as touching whictrthe 
Apostle may have said. Hold fast the 
form. (Cheers.). We in mature life know 
how powerful is the teaching we received in 
our childhood, and we can understand the 
force of the psalmist’s words.—Teach it 
to your children, and let them teach it 
theirs, that generations yet unborn may 
know this. (Cheers.) With regard to 
the objection sometimes raised, that chil
dren are not to be got into heaven by mere 
head leaching, I have found that the 
catechism is not so regarded by the chil
dren in any Sunday school where it is well 
and intelligently taught. On the contrary, 
I have observed that children ‘ are very 
fond of being questioned. A more ani
mated work than public catechising can 
hardly be conceived. I have often heard 
expressions of delight from strangers who 
have been present on such occasions, and 
have known cases in which conviction has 
been brought about by hearing the truths 
thus brought home. In justice to our
selves we ought to see to it that every child 
coming to our schools is taught the creed, 
the Lord’s prayer, the ten commandments, 
and the expositions of the same, which are 
contained in that beautiful formula of our 
church. There is another kind of instruc 
tion which I think ought to come into 
greater use. I do not apeak of Sunday 
schools in this Dominion, but of those 
coming under my experience in my own 
country. I have found that the most suc
cessful Sunday schools empkv 
extent the power of sacred 
spersing the singing of little hymns among 
the duties of the school. The practice is 
not only attractive ; it is very beneficial jto 
the children. “ Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
that is the injunction of Holy Scripture.
“ Let the words of Christ dwell in you 
richly,” says scripture. And how are these 
words of Christ to dwell in us richly 
unless we copy the example of the early 
Christian church ? They had jao prayer 
books, but they committed to* heart the 
psalms of David, and, we are told by one 
of the old fathers that the Christians of 
that day, many of them not able to read, 
could recite the psalms of David, and that 
you could hear them singing psalms as they 
proceeded with their ordinary work—the 
ploughman, the sailor, the maiden at her 
distaff. “ Is any merry let him sing 
psalms.” Now how is this to be unless 
we teach our children the psalms of David 
by heart? Wvhat an important part of 
instruction to make the children learned in 
the letter of the Scriptures, more particulary 
those which are designed more especially 
for the heart. “ The Lord is my Shep
herd, I shall not want.” Is there a parent 
who would not rather his child had this 
possession than tire richest legacy. To 
know the Scriptures and thus be prepared 
to meet the temptations of the world— 
what can be taught the children better 
than this? Psalms and Hymns. How 
very plain is the language of Scripture ! 
Just such melodies as we now call hymns, 
which are after all but spiritual songs— 
such delightful hymns as are dear to all 
Christians. Bishop Heber’e, Charles 
Wesley’s and others; “Jesus Saviour of 
my soul.” Come then font of every bless
ing.” “Awake my soul, and with the sun,’’ 
Ac. Oh, what Christian has not his heart 
full of these things ; and what is more 
desirable than to teach these beautiful 
songs, (which, by their rhyme catch hold 
of the memory,) to our children ? These 
rhymes, what a hold they have upon the 
heart of a child. Then let us teach our 
children psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs. On subjects like this I feel my 
heart dilate and my feelings grow warm ; 
but I have said enough—(Cries of “ Go 
on.”) I have said enough, at least to 
convince you that my heart is in the work. 
—There is one subject, however, upon

which I feel that I ought to say something 
—that of Sunday School libraries. 1 do 
not know what your experience has been, 
but l am grieved to eay-that some inspec
tion of libraries in my own diocese has led 
me to conclusions of a painful character. 
Books have often found their way there of 
a very unedifying character—books bought, 
perhaps, on the railway. I think we ought 
to look at the shelves in our libraries. 
Again, some of the most fascinating books 
in our book-stores, embellished with en
gravings, have been produced, it seems to 
me, if not for the very purpose of corrupt
ing the mind of youth, yet nevertheless 
for the purpose of inflicting upon them a 
most grievous wrong, by teaching them a 
gospel with Jesus Christ crucified left out. 
It is astonishing how many books are pub
lished in which there is no trace of the 
Christian religion—books from which a child 
would derive the idea that a specious mo
rality is required—books in which he would) 
never learn that in Christ alone there is 
life, and that without him there is death. 
(Hear, hear.) May I call attention to a 
book which I hold in my hand, which I 
refer to, simply as one of a class. No 
doubt the tendency of modern education 
is to secularize* and it is painful to feel 
that children must be brought up in schools 
very much as if there were no Christian 
religion ignored, but our school histories 
are written very much as they would have 
been had Julian the Apostate triumphed. 
And I am sometimes afraid that bis spirit 
has triumphed. We find men of science 
and of progress reducing the instruction in 
our schools vei'ÿ much to what might have 
been given in the schools of the Chinese 
or Brahmins; it is therefore all the more 
important that when we do give children 
anything to read which is not found in the 
secular schools, we should give them some
thing that will counteract this secularising 
tendency. And indeed it is sad to reflect 
upon the infidel spirit of a great deal oj 
our standard ' literature—that Hume,
Gibbon, and Voltaire should be mentioned 
as chief names in history, and that educated 
men _ are expected to learn much, from 
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written for the glory of Christ. It 
should certainly be one object of our ele
mentary histories to pre-occupy the minds 
of childhood with such true principles,— 
with a recognition of God in history,—that 
if in friture years they should be subject to 
the teachings of the infidel school, they 
should be immediately able to apply the 
antidote to the fallacies and errors brought 
under their notice. We have therefore a 
right to demand of those great Christian 
societies which undertake to supply the 
wants eof children, that they should give 
them something of the true kind. I hold 
in my hand a little volume, printed a 
society for yrhich I feel a great veneration 
—a society started 150 years ago with 
direct reference to the teaching of the 
gospel—a society from which has proceed
ed much that has moulded the intelligence 
of America. Here is a history of Rome 
put out by the society for promoting 
Christian knowledge, published under the 
direction of a committee of general litera
ture and education. Well, we want just 
such books by the society for promoting 
Christian knowledge, and here should be 
precisely such a book as we want. But I 
am sorry I cannot say more than this in 
its favor. I have read it through. It is 
illustrated by fascinating wood cuts, but 
you may read it from beginning to end 
almost, without a suspicion that the Roman 
empire was designed by Almighty God to 
do anything towards bringing on the king
dom of Christ. It is to roe perfectly 
astounding how any Christian man could 
have written such a history. There is no 
allusion to the fact that in tie court of 
Nebuchadnezzer, Daniel told that ancient 
potentate that there was such a power to 
rise, and that it was to do what it did do 
—subdue, and break into pieSes, in order 
that the kingdom of peace should be 
brought in. It tells the story of Augustus 
and Tiberias, but there is no allusion to 
the fact that in the reign of the former, a 
decree went forth which had so important 
a relation to the early facte of our Saviour's 
history, nor to the fact that while Tiberias 
was revelling in splendor and luxuiy, 
within sight of the Bay of Naples, and de
grading himself below, the level of the 
beasts, the Son of God wai dying on the

cross. I go on to read the fact of 
fiddling while Rome was burning, bt 
is no allusion to the contemporan 
that Paul stood and preached the 
on the Palladium, and that it wai 
his persecutions Paul said” I am no 
to be offered, and the time of my d 
is at hand.’* I see a beautiful pri 
Coliseum but there is not an allusii 
fact that the seed of the church 
there, that here Christians were ti 
the lions ; that here were fought 
ties of the faith, not only by stnd^ mfen, 
but by tender women and childrtoTadore 
thousands of heathens, and mad# also a 
spectacle to angels and to men : vhfcn they 
were offered hie if they would but blas
pheme Jesus, but said “ No. we are 
Christians, we love Christ, we adore Christ, 
let the lions come in.” Thereignotan 
allusion to this. Then I come to the 
story of Julian the Apostate, bat there is 
not an allusion to his celebrated Jpry 
“ 0 Galilean thou hast conquered ; no 
allusion to the kingdom of Christ as that 
which bringeth to nought the kingdoms of 
the world so that whosoever attempteth to 
overthrow it shall himself be overthrown. 
I might go on to show how utterly destitute 
this little book is of anything that would 
teach the young student a knowledge of 
Christ and of His gospel. (Hear, hear.) 
Now, in order to make these remarks 
practical, I will go on to say that I was 
delighted when I learned from my friend 
Dr. Beaven, that a correspondence wfth 
this venerable ijtnd esteemed society has 
been commencel, and that with their usual 
liberality they nave determined to do what 
they can to mee^thê wants of the Colonial 
Church in Canada. Is it then too much 
to hope that something may go forth from 
this very Convention to those who control 
the press of this society, to the effect that 
while we thank the society for all that has 
been done in past times, this also we wish 
even their perfection ? Would it be too 
much to say, Whenever you give us general 
books to put in our libraries, we beseech 
you to see that they have upon them the 
image and superscription of King Jesus? 
(Loud cheers) With these remarks I must 
sit down, simply assuring you of the satis
faction with which I have Wrd your 
warm responses to my suggestif». Dur
ing your deliberations some things 1 have
adrenootl may be fo*id to be crude, and 
some things may be regarded by superior 
judgment as not to be commended, but 
what I have said has been thrown out with 
the deepest desire to contribute what I 
may to the deliberations of this most 
important body. Oh, while we are 
jthinking of little children, may the spirit 
of our blessed Saviour remind us how much 
we can learn from childhood. May we 
remember his own expression, “ Except ye 
receive the Kingdom of God as a little 
child, ye shall not enter therein.” May 
we remember how )ie took a little child and 
endthroned him amid the Apostles, and 
bade them consider his innocence. What 
a sublime truth is there brought to us. May 
we by faith, as it were, see that little child 
enthroned in this Convention, and may the 
spirit of that little child and of the Master 
crown the deliberations, of the assembly 
with the blessing he has prbjftised to all 
who are pervaded by the spirit of unity 
and love. (Loud cheers.)

INDIAN MISSIONS.
At the meeting in behalf of the 

Indians at Dr. Montgomery’s church New 
York during thejsessions of the Board of 
Missions, Mr. Wm. Welsh read an account 
of the- organization of a Church Convo
cation among the Yankton - Indians. 
There were some fiftc™ Indian delegates, 
many of whom proposed resolutions of 
their own. The following are samples of 
them :

On motion of Charles Acakxi*
Resolved, that our troubles and suffer

ings as a people have taught us dependence 
upon God, who alone is merciful to those 
that are evil.

Resolved, That we desire the enforce
ment of law, especially euch as governs 
and protects the marriage relation, which 
is now for light and trifling reasons allow
ed to be broken.

On motion of Joseph Wabashaw :
Resolved, That as our Saviour has call

ed Hie ministers to be fishers of men, 
it is wrong for the net to be drawn in, or 
for them to leave their calling until it has 
enclosed the whole number of fishes.

Resolved, That it is the duty of

the clergy and mission, and of all 
the Christian Indians, to give all their 
strength and time until the net can be 
drawn around and enclose the whole 
Dakota people.

On the motion of the Rev. Philip John
son :

Resolved, That the Indian custom of 
regarding the daughter as belonging to the 
mother, even after marriage, is destructive 
of the authority of the husband, and the 
cause of so much trouble as to almost ren
der Christian marriage impossible among 
the Indian^.

Resolved, That the Christian teaching 
that the husband is head of the wife 
should be enforced ; and that for the pre
vention of trouble, young married people 
should be encouraged as far as possible to 
live in their own homes and not in the fami
lies of their parents.

On motion of Thomas Kicosmani :
Resolved, That so long as the Indians 

preserve the tribal relation, and live in vil
lages, and hold property in common, it is 
impossible to civilize them, or to firmly 
establish Christianity among them.

Resolved, That in our opinion the lands 
of all tribes should be surveyed, divided, 
and given to the Indians in severalty,

On motion of the Rev. Paul Mazakute :
Resolved, That as polagamy is forbidden 

by the law of Christ, and therefore when 
any Indian having ihore than one wife is 
an applicant for baptism in the Christian 
Church, he mu&k first choose the one whom 
he takes for hirwife and bejoinedtoher in 
holy matrimony.

And at the same time it is the sense of 
this Convocation that he should, as far as 
he is able, continue to support the woman 
put away, anefher children, if she have any, 
so long as she shall live, unless she shall be
come the wife of some other man.

These resolutions show that they have 
an idea of some of the essentials to civiliza
tion.
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The Secretary of the British Evangel
ical Alliance, on his recent visit to the 
United States, brought with him Hie fol
lowing proposed scheme^ for a week of 
prayer to be held at the commencement of 
the approaehing new year :—

Sunday, Jan. 1 .—Sermons Subject : 
inspiration of Holy Scripture; its suffi-** 
ciency and sole authority for religious 
faith and practice.

Monday, Jan. 2.—Prayer: Grateful 
review of tne past, calling for renewed 
confidence and for increased devotedness ; ,
humiliation for the worldliness of the I 
church, and for national sins provoking/7 
Divine judgments.

Tuesday, Jan. 3.—Prayer : For nations ; 
for kings and all others in authority; for 
soldiers and sailors; for all who have 
suffered in recent wars ; for the blessings 
of peace, and that God would graciously 
bring good out of recent calamities.

Wednesday, Jan. 4.—Prayer : For the 
children of Christian parents ; for a bless
ing on home influence and on all teachers ; 
for early dedication to God and for more 
labourers in Christ’s service.

Thursday, Jan. 5.—Prayer ; For the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit on all who 
profess and call themselves Christians : for 
the increase of charity, and of affectionate 
communion and co-operation among all in 
every land who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity.

Friday, Jan. 6.—Prayer : For the cir
culation of the Word of God; for the 
increase of faithful ambassadors for Christ ; 
for an end of religious persecution ; and 
for the removal of all hindrances to the 
spread of the gospel.

Saturday, Jan. 7. — Prayer : For 
Christian missions ; for the conversion of 
the Jews ; for the better observance of the 
Lord’s Day ; for a blessing on Christian 
literature ; and for “ the glorious appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Sunday, Jan. 8.—Sermons — Subject : 
Faith, Hope, and Love—essential witness 
for the truth.

Installation.—The Rev. Canon Bond will 
be installed to his new office of Archdeacon, on 
Sunday afternoon next, 27th inst., at Christ 
Church Cathedral—his Lordship the Bishop of 
the Diocese and Metropolitan officiating.

Synod Hall.—The annual public meeting 
of the St. George’s Young Men’s Christian Asso
ciation will take place to-morrow evening 
(Thursday, 24th insk.,)yin the Synod Hall, 
University street. The‘ chair will be taken by 
his Lordship the Bishop at eight o’clock.
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