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child must pass through all stages of
human development, from the savage type
to the more advanced. In this process the
child will necessarily violate many of the
laws that express the mature life of a
complex civilization. If the child is not
nurtured, trained and guided, the best
must go astray. What is needed is not
strict discipline on the basis of court jus-
tice, but forbearance and patient training,
that sees the fault from the viewpoint of
the child. In childhood we are all at
gome time, and nearly always to some
degree, delinquent from the point of view
of mature life. Primarily delinquency is
natural and normal. When neglected and
allowed to develop and determine habits
of life, then it is serfous and dangerous.
It is found that delinquency increases
with the advance of our civilization. In
our great cities we see modern life at its
highest stage. * Twenty per cent. of the
boys living In American cities become de-
linquent between the ages of ten and six-
teen.”
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into despondency, and eventually into de-
linquency. When wages are far below
the living wage, and families are forced
to live under insanitary and immoral
conditions, how can we expect any other
result than criminality? Their children
have no chance to see and live clean, se.f-
respecting lives. They must play on the
street, and are forced into associations
that tempt them to crime. Many chil-
dren are compelled through the economic
conditions to go to work at too early an
age. In a Refuge Home for Juveniles in
New York the average age at which they
began work was eleven years and nine
months. Eighty-three per cent, of them
had no childhood. From the report we
read: “One of the causal factors of
delinquency is the factory and street em
ployment of young children; children
gent to work so early limit their horizon
The standard of living, health and vital-
ity, intelligence and the forces that op-
pose de!inquency and crime are con-
stantly lowered.”
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house is a wholesome unit; s, in a word,
organized.” The chiid is so dependent on
the paients to instruct and train him in
the principles of life. By lmitation he
soon follows the trail of the parenis. By
outside influences, not interpieted for him
by the home, he will be led astray. The
impulses that are awakened, uncurbed and
untrained will drive him inio wrong
avenues of actlvity, The boy, passing
through the savage stage with a strong
imagination, may do some terrible things.
But if he is treated wi.h patience, and
intelligently and sympathetical'y tided
over, he may become a strong and capable
man,

QUESTIONS FOR SERIOUS STUDY,

1. When parents consider it a joke to
take apples from a neighbor’s tree, to
what extent will that influence the chil-
dren?

2. If the standard of honesty in the
home is that nothing is wrong till we
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protected from the ravages of pests.

UFFALO being one of the world’s greatest tourist cities, a stopping place for travellers going from the
South and West to our own mountain and coast resorts or into the Canadian Highlands, or from Europe and
the East to the Great West, or to see the wonders of Niagara, we also entertain many thousands of con

vention delegates, more than one hundred National, International, Interstate, and State Conventions having
been held here last year. For these tourists and convention visitors we have the best of hotel accommodations,
great stores supplying any need, and all the facilities of a modern and progressive city.

“ Buffalo is pre-eminently a city of homes and has more miles of asphalt-paved streets, canopied with
beautiful trees, than any other city in the world, not excepting Washington or Paris. These streets are kept
clean, making this a healthful city, and our trees are watched over by an efficient forestry department and
Our summer climate is ideal, a temperature of ninety or more degrees
being recorded only rarely. Government records prove Buffalo to be the coldest summer city.

“ Buffalo also leads in social service work and the first charity organization society in America had ity
birth in this city. We have now one hundred major institutions and societies for the relief of the sick and
unfortunate. Buffalo is a city of churches and many splendid houses of worship attest the strength here of

“ Buffalo has several beautiful parks, connected by boulevards, a great botanical garden at South Park,
and many stately public buildings. Our manufacturing interests are great and diversified. Ore from Western
ranges and coal from Pennsylvania are assembled here at a minumum cost and in addition to being the home
of the greatest independent steel plant our production of iron and steel is increasing enormously.

“The golden harvest of the West, fizured in hundreds of millions of bushels of grain, comes to Buffalo
for transshipment by barge, canal, and railroad to tidewater ports, our flour mills retaining wheat for a daily
capacity of 35,000 barrels of flour. Other cereals are milled here in vast quantities and the largest linsced
oil plant in the world is a Buffalo industry.

“Your welcome here will be cordial, and we want you to see all you can, during your visit, of the thinas
which make Buffalo an ideal city in which to live and work.”-—ITerbert

A. Meldrum, President Buffalo

Again, the past system of correction as
organized by the state has been very de-
fective, Police courts have not been able
to give individual cases proper attention.
“In five minutes the decision is made
which starts the child on the career of
criminality. I have seen over eighty
cases of children decided by a judge in
one session of the court” Judge Lind-
say says, “I have been five years trying
a case and have not finished it yet.” No
judge can do justice to these plastic char-
acters in five minutes. To put a boy or
girl of sixteen in a jall with deeply in-
volved criminals awaiting trial is one of
the best of breeding cr y
To commit the boy to a prison or reforma
tory with adults means his ruin.

Economic Causes.—Our present indus-
trial system creates soclal classes or
castes as detrimental to our social wel-
fare as are the castes of the Wast. This
means that the unfit are thrown down,
and a gulf is formed, which becomes so
impassable that they lose hope. The van-
quished will and crushed hope push them

Dispositional Causes—Many amenable
pranks of children arise from the adven-
turous spirit of youth. One group of ju
veniles expressed the motive as “ just to
be chased by the ginney " (police). Some
boys take pride in being “ tough.” They
have been poisoned by dime novels, de-
tective stories and such literature. So
much of this lawlessness is not inherent
criminality. Some only “play robbery
too realistically.” The gang spirit will
account for many a boy’s downfall. Gangs
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ity supervision will inevitably lead to
trouble. Innocent fun may be trans
formed into crime, when allowed to con
tinue free from adult control. The num-
ber of children who inherit criminal ten-
dencles I8 very small.

Home Influences.—The home s the pre-
dominant factor which determines the re-
sults of all other causes. The home is the
root of most of the soclal evils. “By a
well-organized home is meant healthy
parents, healthy children, with such phy.
sical, mental and ethical ability that the

are caught, will that unconsciously lead
the adventurous boy into delinquency?

3. If parents consider that the end jus-
tifies the means, and any method is per-
missible to obtain the end, will the chil-
dren develop the unscrupulous spirit more
intensely than their parents, and fall into
the snare of the law?

4. When parents take the money saved
by the children without any scruple, how
can they expect the children to consider
other people’'s money as sacred?

5. When a parent boasts that he beat
his neighbor in a trade, how can he expect
his boy to be honest?

6. If the making of money, keeping up
of a swirl of soclal engagements, are of
more value in the home than the boys
and girls, what can hinder these children
drifting out into the world and becoming
our delinquents?

7. Which is the worse, the poor washer-
woman who lets her children go where
they like, or the society woman who
leaves her children to their own whims,
or in the hands of an irrespongible maid?




