
344 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL August, 1910

The secret of the disease seems to lie in 
the fact that something is given to the 
brood which causes it to sicken and die. 
The second method is to kill the queen or 
remove her, and leave the colony queen­
less for twenty-seven days, then giving 
the colony a queen cell or a virgin queen. 
The philosophy of this seems to lie in the 
fact that in order to clean out the dis­
ease, brood rearing must stop until all 
the unhatched brood has hatched out, and 
the bees given time to clean house 
before they have a chance of feeding new 
larvse. In this way the bees can temove 
the disease themselves. It x;as thought 
that the difficulty lay with the queen ; 
she was killed. The sect et of the 
cure lay in the fact that all brood 
rearing was stopped until the bees 
had a chance to clean out all the 
cells. 1 would, therefore not advise you 
to destroy your queens. You can save your 
queens by the following method. Take a 
frame of capped brood with adhering bees 
and introduce your queen to this frame, 
which, of course, must be clean. The 
bees from which the queen has been 
taken are to be left queenless. Examine 
them in six or seven days and break down 
all queen cells that they may make. This 
will prevent their raising a queen too 
soon. Leave the hive queenlets until 
about the 20th day, when give them a 
queen cell. You will find that during 
the period of queenlessness they will have 
cleaned up everything. By this method 
you will not need to sacrifice any of your 
combs. This is known as the Alexander 
method of curing black brood. You say 
that after shaking an Italian colony on 
to clean frames and stacking supers of 
diseased combs above with a queen ex­
cluder between, the disease will show on 
the new brood in the clean frames. This 
is true. Now if you had not put those 
supers on top of those clean frames, your 
new brood chamber would have gone on 
0. K. ; while if the diseased combs and

bees had been left without a queen and 
all brood rearing had stopped, they would 
have removed all the disease before the 
new queen started laying. Thete is 
no chance of cleaning up a diseased 
colony while brood rearing is going on. 
even though they may be separated by an 
excluder. The statement that you have 
made proves what I have said in the foie- 
going, that by shaking you can start a 
new nucleus and save the life of your 
queen. The hive will be ready to receive 
the old bees after they have been queen­
less long enough to clean house. You 
can double up the old bees after l he 
lapse of twenty-seven days with the old 
queens in their new quarters; or you ran 
give the bees new queens, thus saving 
all your combs, and making con­
siderable increase. This is about all 
the assistance I can give you, as it is the 
only known method of treating the dis­
ease successfully. I wish to say, however, 
that the writer has had no practical ex­
perience with the disease, and his know­
ledge of it is gathered only from a close 
reading of the writings of others who 
have had it. The experience of Dr. Mil­
ler last year is entirely in accord with the 
above directions—at least I think so. He 
modified the Alexander system somewhat, 
and, I believe, proved conclusively that the 
cure lay not in destroying the old queen 
and getting a new one, but in the entire 
stoppage of brood rearing until the bees 
had cleaned it all out and polished up 
their cells. If you would write Mr. Me- 
Evoy at Woodburn, Ont., or Mr. Pettit at 
the Guelph Agricultural College, they 
would give you valuable advice. Mr. Pettit, 
I believe, has had some experience with it,a wvsivtv) nuo UUU OUIIIO CApVl ItTHVC 1» I HI II,

and he may be able to give you valuable1 
assistance; and I know that he would'
cheerfully do it. If, however, you follow 
the-above plan, I have no doubt you can 
effect a cure. I deeply regret that I 
could not answer your letter sooner, 
as every day now counts as very
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