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the arterial wall. Thus, in truth, whether the important 
factor in arteriosclerosis is of a mechanical, bacterial or 
chemical character, the degenerative reactions in each play 
an important part in the progress of the disease. In the 
late atheromatous softening, with its complex chemical con
stituents, the deposition of calcareous salts is directly asso
ciated with the presence of these fatty bodies. Such 
atheromatous areas have their beginning in and their pro
gressive enlargement due to the destruction of a variety of 
cells which by disintegration liberate their fat content.
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE III.

Fig. i. — Large lutein or endothelial-like cells in the intima heavily 
loaded with fat.

Fig. 3. — Stellate connective tissue cells with fat deposits.
Fig. 3. — Spindle-shaped connective tissue cells of the intima containing 

much fat.
Fig. 4. — Fatty degeneration of the muscle cells in the musculo-elastic 

layer of the intima.
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