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sents itself. The Commonwealth is committed to this

policy. Meanwhile, what of the great north? It is

admitted that white men cannot labour to advantage

in that terrible climate. There are many of our fellow-

subjects in India who could work there, and would,

if they were permitted, but then they may not cross

the colour line. Australia is to be reserved for a
white population. It need not necessarily be British.

Already it is, in small parts, Spanish, German,
Greek, and Italian ; but it must be white. It is only

fair to say that Australians, in deciding upon this

"white" policy, are not animated by selfishness, as

is sometimes supposed. They honestly fear the

appearance of a negro problem such as exists in

America, and many of them fear it upon moral

grounds. But such a problem does not present itself

when it is the question of coloured persons, who in

intelligence, diligence, and morality are quite equal

to the average white man. It is better not to press

this question of "white" morality in the north, even
in Australia, or some very ugly stories could be told.

Looking at the matter dispassionately, in full view of

all the factors—the northern climate being the chief

—

it would seem that Australia must yet modify—if it

does not abandon—its "white" policy. Economic-
ally it will have to do so, and politically it may yet

be forced to do so, for "coloured" nations like Japan
and China, which admit whites into their countries,

are not likely to bear for ever the insult which is

implied in their exclusion from the midst of a people

to whom they are in no way inferior.
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