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Wa^ioii roads li,i\t latii mavtriii teil l)V the ^'uk(l i novf- iin-nt. from Ruliiti-

Min on llii' Wliitc I'as.i and S ukun r.iilwa\. to virions iuH> ol the district.

OiU' road extend-* alonj; Wlu.iton rivet to ( arl(on hill which i- ^-ituifcd in the

ino't westerly portion of the .irea, at)oiit ,<0 mi' list.int 'n.ni r.ohin^on; and a

lir.inrh from l' ^ nain road ha> heeii l>iiilt to Si .ens < >, ne. r the siininiit of

Mt. Ste\-ens. Anothir mad 2(1 miles long, has been c . iructv-ci from Robinson
to Gold hill whii h lie- .? to 4 miles north of Whe iton river, a'ld midway l)etween

that stream an<l Watson i i ver. All parts of the tlistrirt .irc thus eai ily accessible,

and only short, easily coristriK ted branch roads arc necessary to connect all the

mineral profK-rties, not already so connected, with the railway.

Robinson is distant 78 miles. b\ r.iil. from SkaKW.i\ . .Alaska, whence several

line- of well e(|uipi)ed steamsh" •. .-ail rcKnlaily to Wituonver .md Se.ittle, dis-

t.inie-, res[)e(ti\»'ly, of H(u .(WK) tniU-.
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I o[K)j:raphically. Whcnton flistrict occupies a position along the extreme

western edge of the Yukon Plateau plivsiographic tcrrane, and is thus bordered

on the west by the mountains of the <, oast range. There is here, however, no

very marked distinction lietween the land features of these two topographic

provinc's along their boundary: in fact, in most places, it i di rult to decide just

where tne di\i(ling line should be placed.

Within Wheaton district, possibly the mo-t 'Striking point in connexion with

the topography is the m irked contrast l>etween va leys and uplmd, both of which

possess very pronounced characteristics. The valleys are typically deep, -teep-

sided deprcs,=ions the walls of which rise abruptly 2,000 to 3,0<)0 feet to the upland

above. Between these incision-like valleys, high gently rolling stretches of an

upland surface occur, there being everywhere an .ibrupt change representing a

topograf)hic unconformity at the junction of the upland with the tops oi the

valley • dls. This upland constitutes part of an old plateau which (Kissessed

only s>I . relief and extended, practically unbroken, from the mountain- of

the Coi, 1 system on the went, eastward to the Rocky mountains, ,i distance

of from ^jO to 300 miles. F.ven yet, to an observer standing on this upland

surface, well back from the edge of a valley wall so vast an expanse of gently

rolling surface presents itself to his view, that it is easy to imagine the intersecting

valleys again refilled or to forget that they have ever been exc.ivated; and thus

a picture of the landscape as it existed before the valleys were incised, is presented.

This plateau is generally conceded to represent a maturely eroded surface,

that was reduced by ordinary normal erosion processes to a nearly plain-like

condition, during a long period throughout which this portion of the earth's

crust remained relatively stable. The erosion interval was interrupted, however,

in what is thought to be late Tertiary time by a regional uplift which in Wheaton
district amounted to abcut .?,600 feet, and as a result of this crustal movement a

lowland tract became a highland surface. The ;plift gave renewed life and energy

to the streams which were thus soon able to cut deep, V-shaped incisions into the

new upland, and these now constitute the main valleys of the district. .At a later

period glacial ice invaded Wheaton district, and occupied all the main depressions

which as a result of ice action, became both widened and deepened, and gradually

assumed pronounced U-shaped cross-sections. Also, such well known glacial forms

as cirques, hanging valleys, roches moutonndes, and kettle-holed valley floors were

produced. The morainal and other materials which were deposited in the valley

bottoms, blocked the stream courses in different places to such an extent that even
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