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up the hand with the ring. They saw what she
meant to do, and would have snatched her away
but already her lips had touched the spot where
his had been, and found the same death.
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The whole situation was changed by the un-
expected developments on board the Be/ia Cuba
Dr. Sauber had relinquished, indeed almost for-
gotten, the clever plan by which the yacht was
to be detained. The French Consul, Loria's host
was hurriedly brought on board, to be dumb-
founded by a recital of what had happened. With
Lona dead, and guilty, the fugitive concealed
on the Bella Cuba innocent, de Letz's personal
motive for deuining the prisoner disappeared.
His chivalry was fired by Virginia's beauty and
the b«ve part she had played. In the end, instead
of making difficulties for the party, he consented
to take charge of his friend's body anJ that of
Liane Devereux, which latter duty was his by
nght, as consul to the country from which she
came. The dead man and dead woman would be
earned ashore in the boat which had brought the
four men out to the yacht; and de LeU would,


