/ THE NATIONAL RAILWAYS. AR B
WV\ 8ir Henry Thoruton, Chai=man of the| '
(mL

£ National Ratiway Board, azd Sir Joseph
w Flavelle, retiring Chairman of the Grand

: , nk Board, agree in presenting a cheerful
viajy of the present year’s operation of the

.i; ‘ d National System.  Sir_ Joseph 84¥s: “We
- '#eem to haye passed the first milestone.

'I‘lmre will be mo operating loss during the
cumnt year. The, combined reveitues of the
Na.t,ionnl and Grand Trunk Systems will mu&;
the™ combined operating charges, and will |
leave ‘a suhctmual _surplus to  be mpliod
toward the. m ohgrm " Sir Hepry says:
‘‘We shall do mterhﬂy better this year thanl
in mﬁeu years, and will more than meef,
operating upenses  The time when the
rallways ceue to e a drain on the publio

purse ‘mn not be sp far dl&am as m
people.imagine.”

To havé overcome the operating deﬂcit
is a great.achievamént, giving eround for
hope that'the consolidation of the railways,
the economies to be thereby effe:ted, and the |
increase of business may ‘in the not very dig-
tant tutu:o résult in the railways paying
their wuy 1n ‘the full sense. Sir Joseph
Flavelle says that when this is accomplished
the country Will have a salable agset, and can |
then dispose of it if it so desires. But if|
under public management the deficits cansed
by private management ave removed and the '
system rendered seif-sustaining the gowntry
will ngt” bv*mer to -get rid of tke asset
which it will‘have obtalned, and Hind it over.

| to a private coneern Wwhich will have no

interest in aequiring it execept to earn dlvi—

dends to be provided by the cm; of thot

i § railways: ‘What has been said about. politica) |
‘ 'y mterteraiicé* deserves ‘the most serious con-
0 ; : sideration. m Qo-'crnment must give the
Board the support and proteetion from in-
terference which it has promised. . Sir Heary |
Thornton and his eolleagtes eannot: be held
résponsible ‘unless they have a free hand to
manage the: rallway on. businegs - prineiples.

: They: ch.nnt’bb expected tg %

G a sugcessful conmomor | the C.P.R. ‘yn-

|

-

LS less they\huvt the same mw end Mm I, :
Ty as Mr. Beatty,and his associste. S
SR R crmsm«mmhm ~rx; 3z

i

b ; : covers a ‘wide ten!lmy qnd [
A the t»lru{o'as and desires of different s
: ot sections are not always identical. In- |
S : deed, trom tlmg to_time, they may even ‘
. confliet. . will ‘be my cansciéntio
e effort to meet the reasgnable dumqnal A
e e RO of ‘all sections of the Dominion and con- : He
e R R ;‘ tribute to the utmnst to’ their develpp- g i
o 2 Rl ment. It must be pbvious to anyome Y
%2 that, while recognizging in full sympathy e
s the requirements of all sootibns of the SRy Y
Dominion, the National Railways as a ARSI R S G
e whole cannot e sacrificed to _eet the SR et
L wishes of any part of the Dominien. el
ey While every part of Canada ought to have VAR
: Justice, there must be developed a Canadian
spirit, a national .pride in.the. ,undertaking 3
which-will prevent the making ot unreason-
able loéal demands incompatible with the
netiongl welfare. The railway is ours, and
every Canadian should deem it his patriotic

duty to work fer its success. ”
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