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Speaker called racist 
over published article
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By ED PIWOWARCZYK 
When Carl Bereiter came to York 

Thursday, he was scheduled to give a

Fmothers to teach,” Bereiter replied, much they can do.”
“If there is any difference between After the confrontation, only a 

... . standard English and dialect, it is in handful of students remained to hear
talk on scholastic skill training but in- the precision of language. him speak on his original topic,
stead found himself responding to “There is an initial problem of lear- Bereiter said, “Skilled training is 
charges that he was a racist. ning if one comes from a non-bookish the best way to avoid imposing our

Bereiter a professor of applied psy- family. Until recently 95 per cent of wills on others, a way to move towards
chology at the Ontario Institute for the people had to learn the bookish a less authoritarian kind of education
™!s] innE?"Ca‘10l"\Wfico"fro"te|1 lan8ua8e at school. It offers more options to the children
with a leaflet distributed by the York “Ten years ago we didn’t appreciate to do more things as whatever kind of 
Students for a Democratic Society the fact that ethnic and cultural people they are ”
charging him with promoting a racist background made a difference. We’ve
language deprivation theory in an arti- got to recognize the differences in
de entitled “An academic oriented parent motivations and in other areas 
pre-school for culturally deprived “We want to improve the child’s 
children. The article appeared in ability to communicate in academic
Pre-school Education Today. matters, not to change his everyday

“It’s been ten years since I started language, 
working in pre-school education,” said 
Bereiter. “Such allegations have 
always been made behind my back, 
but this is the first time it’s been 
brought out into the open.

FSB

THE BOOK CENTRE 657YONGE
Special purchase of better books on politics, science, humor, 

every subject clearing from 50^ito 7Q/fe off.

HOURS: 9 a.m. to 1 a.m. Sunday Noon to Midnight

Representatives of the Har­
vard Business School will be 
pleased to discuss the 
school’s programs and your 
plans with you.

A HARVARD M.B.A

IS IT WORTH 
THE EFFORT?

“The education programmes that 
screw up the relationship between 
parent and child are those designed to 
provide a whole education. We don’t 
want to upset the values of that more 
intimate type of communication.”

Bereiter felt the schools are not get­
ting rid of racism as there is “nothing

THURSDAY, NOV. 8
2 sessions - 12 noon - 1 p.m. and 1 
p.m. - 2 p.m. Ross Building Rm. S 
136.
If interested and unable to attend 
contact Mr. A. Phillips (416) 249- 
8561.

“The leaflet states, ‘Certainly 
Bereiter’s approach will help to 
further, not challenge, the poor 
facilities and systematic streaming 
into two and four year programs 
which face immigrant and working 
class children in Toronto’s downtown 
schools.’ should occur, for educational 

and personal debts.
E. IMMEDIATE PROTECTION 

AND SECURITY—Protection 
starts immediately.

F. FINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE—Planning 
a sound basis for a future 
financial program now can 
start you on a career of financial 
independence.

G. ESTATE AND SUCCESSION 
TAXES—Life insurance is 
probably the lowest cost method 
of providing for estate taxes and 
succession duties. It makes it 
possible to pass on entire estates 
to families without having to 
share them with the 
government.

H. PLANNING FOR 
RETIREMENT—Retirement is
many years away but starting 
an insurance program now will 
help make your pension plans 
easier later and you will have 
the benefit of lower rates.

Underwritten by

Gamins
life plan J______

“I feel that my approach is one of 
the few real challenges to such 
streaming.”

Bereiter described the experimental 
programme designed to improve 
teaching to disadvantaged children. 
Researchers worked with four-year- 
olds from a ghetto area in Urbana, 
Illinois in a programme later expand­
ed to encompass various regions of the 
United States. They found the 
children were “making astonishing 
progress in arithmetic and 
progress in reading, and developing a 
precise rather than expressive 
language.”

The average IQ of those in the 
program rose from 96 to 120.

Once the children returned from the 
controlled school environment to the 
regular school system, the gains and 
achievements they had made tended 
to taper off. A follow-up program was 
designed but has not appeared to be as 
successful.

“Our efforts were legitimate. They 
were not based on a thorough un­
derstanding of all the problems. I have 
probably said some dumb things, but I 
feel that we’ve got something that 
shows some promise.

“Language looked like an area that 
needed work at the time. We may 
have exaggerated its importance. If 
there were any racist overtones, it was 
not something that was intended.

“People were not making as many 
distinctions then. Lower class referred 
to an income level, not to black or 
white or any other cultural or ethnic 
group.”

Asked to explain a line in the leaflet 
about the “inability of lower class

WHY UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS ARE 
BUYING THE 
CAMPUS LIFE PLAN

some

There are several reasons why 
the CAMPUS Life Plan has been 
well received by students. Here are 
a few of them :
A. FUTURE INSURANCE 

NEEDS—Simple action taken 
now can guarantee a progressive 
and complete insurance 
program for your lifetime.

B. PROTECTS INSURABILITY— 
Gives you the right to purchase 
more life insurance in the 
future, at guaranteed rates even 
if you can no longer buy 
insurance for health reasons.

C. LOW PREMIUM 
GUARANTEED—Insurance 
costs increase with age and the 
younger you are when you get 
started the more money you 
save.

D. CURRENT OBLIGATIONS— 
There is an obligation to your 
family and most students have 
liabilities, if premature death
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People's law 
course gives 
free classes

VANCOUVER (CUP) - In an 
attempt to demystify the law, activist 
lawyers and law students here have es­
tablished a people’s law school offer­
ing free weekly classes.

“Once the public has educated itself 
about the concepts of law making, the 
prudence of our law makers is bound 
to increase,” said Patti Pearcey, one 
of the school’s organizers. “It is 
ludicrous to have participatory 
government and not be given the 
knowledge to participate effectively,” 
she said.

“We want people to voice their 
opinions,” she added. “We’re remain­
ing completely apolitical — we help 
them interpret the laws and hope they 
will instigate action themselves. We 
don’t want to do it for them.”

CANADIAN PREMIER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

Winnipeg, Manitoba
For further information contact your 

York University Representatives — Rich 
Bennett & Colin Richardson — at 201 
Consumers Rd., suite 101, telephone 
493-4160 or Student Council Office, 
Room 121, Founders College.
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