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H~ lE hired man is gone.
- ~ jOnce hie hadl a well,

recognised place in
<-'the community and, with

h is small bouse, plot and
~ arden ground, a few pigs

and poultry, brought up a
- - ~ farnily ainid peace and

pienty. Now, lie is alxnost
an extinct species: 80011

his skeleton will rest on the
museumn shell wjth the mas-

c ýV Jftodon and other relics of
An extinct species. prehistorie ages. Gone-

but where ? Northwestern Canada bas proved the
mnost powerful lodestone. There is somnething attractive
in the feeling of independence that cornes from beîng
"boss," even if the oniy one to be bossed is oneself.
"One hundred and sixty acres of prairie soul to be liadl
for the homesteading" goes a long way towards solving
the whereabouts of the erstwliie hired man. In the
West, lie has become a farmer, an owner of land, a mari
of substance and, eacli year in bis prosperity is adding
to his acreage. Sometimes hie lias becomne a professionai.
lionesteader. For a terni of three years lie spends six
months each year on the land, making ruoderate im-
provements, putting up a few sliacks, and obtains a
titie to a fanm worti -$3,000 or mnore. This suin is
probably three tumes as mucli as lie could earn in the
sainme tume under the old conditions. Besides, lie lias six
months ln each year for whidli the railway conipanies
pay bum enougli money to lceep the pot boiling for the
twelve xaontbs. Ris boys, if of proper age, can also
homnestead and add to the family acreage in proportion
to their aumbhers.

But the West lias not been the sole destination of the
hired man. In Ontario and Quebec, linge marnfacturing
centres have been built Up where good wages are paid.
In an unslcilled and easily learaed occupation, lie îs
drawing frora forty to sixty dollars a mon tl-quite as
mudli as the farmer's son wlio turned city gentleman,
took a biusiness college course, and became a dlerk in an

office. The mines, the rail-
ways, the iumbcr compan-
ies have ail ontbid the faýr- î'. -ý

mer for labour. This is Al
more or iess interesting' 1 -

from the standpoint of luis- g
tory, but what is to be-
corne of the fariner and the '

farm ? Old Mother Neces-
sity brought more labour-
saving îipiements, made
them better and bigger,
and with bigger harrows Als eot
and bigger rollers, with Als eot

four horses instead of two, the fariner ean cover aimost
twice the ground. Steain piotîgls have been bought
and used by communities of farmers. In the West
steam piouglis are used for breaking and the gaso-
line piough for stubble pioughing. But even self-
binders and steain plouglis are flot autoniatie. They re-
quire to be xnanned.

The situation became critical. The Provincial Gov-
ernment called a Cabinet meeting-several of theni. An
euergetic poiicv of securing entigrants suitable for farmn
labour was inaugurated. Agents were sent to England.
The Saivation Army was subsidised as an einigration
agency and did good work too. When the eniigrants
had landed at Quehec and passed Federal inspection,
they were brolight to Ontario. Farmers were notified
of their arrivai, and came in droves to stcure the years
ago despîsed inigrant. Many of them, looked unsuit-
able for farn work, but they were better than nothing.
For every mani who looked as if lie could liandie a lioe,
plougli a furrow, or miik a cow, there were ten bidders
for his serv4ces. Whie sorte of the emigrants have
made good, on the whole, they have been unsatisfactory,
but have totally failed to fill the place of the old, time
hired man.

Varions expedients have been tried to solve the fanm
labour probleni. la mnost communities, co-operative or
interchangeable labour between the farmers bas become
the rule. I many instances, the women of the lîouse-

In tbe West Steamn Plouglis are uscd for Breakitig.


