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Lt ese ah,(oudà? Your
#c 4edeJ 1ý-i:àorrow is -the

ai14 ,othng. He was lookint
and from lier to that table-
MI dtsperately to the closed
What eôuld lie do? What
Le, do? V~as ever nian placedcoeeltess and'hatelul a predica-

ke a prisoner seeing be ore hbu
t and only chaeo escape.
-e that chance. Wîthout yolb-

ihe silenced him with a gesture.
No. Al that la over. You

niôt have proniised yourself to
r.woman, you could not have

ecase

let matters go as far as this-if you
had stîi la ved dije.»

He groaned n sPitit, -recognizing
the. truth of lier words as a wolnan, vet
knowingà himself excusable as a mnan.

For how sbould a girl icnow of the
insidiaUs tempting-the subtle fiat-,
terings-tbe bundreçi and -one trifles
iglt as airi thut inl their turu be-
cone as steel and, f'etter a man's will
and cquslave lis senses? Mow sbould
she ever gUess.

"What is- aIe like-this bride af
yours?" asked Kate, suddenly. "I
have flot seen ber. SIc bas not been
lere once' to-day. 'Perhaps she is
tio happy-seý dies- not care for this
side of -thc-te$

'Don't ! 1  cried, fiercely. "l can t
bear- the Word on your lips now. -01.

la te arly spring time.
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tearful, wholly.proud ai
Doris was an Ù.gly child

-parents iloi e be. th
silver chau'd wore.a bea-v

*that miother-heart. But ti
been. denied nothing in a]
and cborisbed life, and wl
openly'and-frankly declar
of the heroic young soldig
seemed. so cald and .distar

.- well, the bieroic youiig
been left in no doîïbCas
That be-or 'any run-n-coi
ta tbe charnis of this laIo
fiy neyer enterçd the beads

~u ieyours and rmine, spoilt for
evet. HoWeever-"j

qj wa's yoùr own. doing, Gxerald-"ý
she said 'gently. "N6o one foreced yoti
into) this marriage. There could only
have been one reabon for it.1 You
cared for this girl. I was no longer
in your hear t or in your life. Wel-.
so it must remain. From to-morrow
1 will be, no longer, in that lif e or
heart she lias the sole and only riglit

"Nol1" she cried, fiercely. "I won't
listen.. Don't force me. 1 will flot
snatch another woman's happiness
from her hands-I will flot spoil her
life, as mine has been, spoilt."

"This-this farcç of ta-marrow will
spoil many lives, I fancy," he said,
bitterly. "Kate, think a moment. I
could speak to Doris-I could ex-
plain-"'

"You said she loved Trou?"
Ilis color faded, his lips quivered as

they- gave--the fatal admission. "Yes,
i. know she do£es."

On the word-s.'aimoErt the door-was
fiung open a~ second time. A gay

ougvoice cried'out-"hy, Jerry, what a time yau've
been. Y u could have counted every
one of the présenits, I should say!"

Kate drew suddenly away, and- bet
over the cases beneath her -shaking
fingers. Gerald Fortescue was idly
staring at a silver claret jug.

The girl came in. Mer pretty dress
rustled softly. Mer face was fiushed,
lier eyes brightand eager, and full of
joy and excitement. She paused mid-
way ini the raom, and looked critically
at the effect of the. arrangement.
Then she suddenly turned on another
liglit. The resuit was dazzling. She
gave a littie cry of delight.

"Therel What a show! Oh, how
beautifully you've arranged eV'ry-
thîng, Miss Perrin. Mother said
you had such wonderful taste. So, it
seems-hasn't. she, Jerry? Did you
ever think ail that litter of parcels
could turfi out into a véritable fairy
show like this?

She was not laoking at him, or at
the downbent head of the girl; neither
did she appear to notice their -silence.
Captain Fortescue suddenly walked
to the further end of the roam, and
stood pretending to examine one of
the pieces of Sheraton. But Kate
lifted ber bead bravely, and gave ane
quick glace at the lavely face of-the
bride-elect.

"am 'îlad you are pleased, Miss
Çarisford,' she said.

Mer vaice sounded cold andI strange
in bier own ears. Mer lips were stiff.
But the other girl naticed nothing
amiss. Mow should she, wben ber
whole mind was full of the details and
importance of the morraw.

-"But I must caîl Edie in," she -ex-
.claimed. "My principal bridesmaid,"
she added.softly to Kate. "I'm sure
she'd love ta see the things, thaugh
mother said we were an fia accaunt
ta disturb you, but yau're nearly
done, are yau nfot?

":Very nearly," said Kate.
"And yau won't mind if I caîl xny

friend ?"
'Certainly not."

The girl swept off again, ail sof
Silk rustling, and feminine.cha.rin. AI
p çe1ty, dainty, tender, half-spoil.t
creature. One whase path had. been
of rase-leaves, ta whom if e had seem-
cd a fairy visio*n of concurrent joys.

Kate watched bier, and ail the color
and softness died out of bier awn face.
She at least bad-known another side
ta life and girlhood. She was facing
its bitterness and accepting its re-
nunciations even ,naw. Nervously
lier hands went on with their work.
Danis had left the door ajar. The
sound of lber vaice was clear and dis-
tinct as she spoke ta bier friend.

The silent figure in the corner st1li
ztood absorbed andsiuent. Me was
lnerving himself ta face an ordeal. A.
larder and more terrible onte than
that af Rorke's Drift or Mafeking-
than glint of steel ar biss of bullet.
the ordeal wl-4ch sets a man's soul
ta fight against the tempting of bis
own desires, anid shows him those
dtsires as foes ta hanar.

'fhe door ôpened again; the bride-
to-be returned with hier friend. Be-

hind er cae bermath .-h.i
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