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moment ^xint a single institution or improvemfof,
the fruit of their labours, had Asriooia n)>pparpd
in their |)ap>r, every body f*elievKi that he would
liave been e.Molle'l be\oiid all endurance; and his
only fai>lt is, thai lie ha" raised their rival too much
above them. Their pretensions now of regard for
our agrirultnie are quite disgustinR ;

' and no ene
ever thinks of givinc them credit for half of what
tJiey lay riaim to,

Tliesearethe griunds of my dislike to the Free
Prfss ;aMd they are suHicient, I think, to justify all

J have 8ai<l of them.—As a piere of t-oniposition I
am sensible the poem has many dffeotHr-an'l for
these 1 must tntreat the indulgence of the reader.
The grenter part of the three last cantos has been
written durinf; (he la>t week ; and as I consider it

merely an ephemeral and hasty etfort, I shall not
pretend either to excuse or deffnd iis faults. The
Free Press,! dare say,will be very witty about them;
and as (letty Orior" and Kinall criticism are just on
a level with their cai acities, I give them full liberty

to indulge thems' Ives.

I had almost forgotten to return my thanks to the

Editors for their handsome ofter to insert the

eecohd canto,after it had be^n rejected by Mr. Hoi-

land fr.im prudence, and by Mr. Munro fr^m fear.

I am afraid H was only a i>oast—mder the idea (hat

the poem would never more he heard of. And iu

IVct after I had prevailed on Mr. Holland to piiut it

in tliissh»pe, I tried thir happy itisemibitiiy or s/u-

pi(tity(\^h^('\\ I pnt in Italics after their own manner)

by causinj; an advertisement to be sent them last

Monday, that the Triumphal' was in Hie press

—

vhich advfrtisemcnt they refused to insert,althongU

Jt was of course to be paid lor. They d> layed the

publication thereby one day— a short respite.

One word about myself. In the bodv of the poem,

I have hinted that I may perhaps celebiate the se-

cond Canips^ign, as I hav< sung the tirst. Although

this is m'y present intention, yet I -ball not give any

distinct promise. The contest wears so fierce an

appearance, that there is no saying wliere it will

end. '1 he Reverend gentleman at the head of the

body is already involved ; and I would not be

•orry to see the whole confederacy out before it is

done yet. In that case the fifth and sixth « anto*

would have a new zes^.

I am aware that the first qiiesliou everywhere

will be, who am I ? This is a very natural curiosity,

--ny-Tgi


