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traces of Franklin on the shores of that channel, and may have ascertained
thereby, eitlher that it is desirable to pursue the search farther in that direction,
or that there is no encouragement to do so. Ir the first case fresh instructions
and a supply of provisions niight enable hit to follow up the research that has
appeared to him most advisable on the spot: in the second case, and supposing
that there should appear to be no probability that Franklin has- taken that
direction, they night authorize and enable him to examine the sounds at the
head of Baffin's Bay before his return to England. It vas Franklin's declared
intention, if he failed in one channel, to attempt another, and not to desist, if
possible, till he had tried all ; the search consequently of the Sounds referred to,
even if unsuccessful, in the absence of more promising traces elsewhere, vould
be satisfactory.

I an interrupted and unable to write more, but I cannot but think that it is
very desirable that those who take a deep interest in the fate of Franklin and his
companions, and who have local knowledge, should meet together and consult as
to whether any and what steps should be recommended to Her Majesty's Govern-
ment; and I cai only say that for my part I am ready to attend at any moment,
if my presence could be of any use.

(signed) Eldward Sabine.

Opinion of Colondi
sabine, n. A.

- No. 5.

REMARKs of Captain Sir Edivard Belcher on the Probabilities of conmunicating
with Sir James Ross, by the Whale Ships or otherwise, &c.

24, Thurloe-square, 8 January 1849.
IN reply to your questions relating to the paragraph in the instructions tò Sir

J. C. Ross, directing him to send his stean launch, or possibly the " Investigator,"
to meet the whale ships this spring;

Ir is necessary to look narrowly to the possibilities attending any such attempt,
and the periods at which they can be made, before we can arrive at any con-
clusion upon which further instructions can be framed.

For this purpose it will be necessary to refer to the previous voyages of Sir
E. Parry in those regions, whence I collect the following important data. In
the first voyage, i 8i 9, I find that the temperatures of July, August, September,
and October are as follows, viz.:

July - -- - - - - 26 min. ta 46 min.
August - - - - - 28 ,, 42
Up to 24 September - - - 9 , 37'

,1 October - - - 8'5 , 17'5
Upon the entry into Lancaster Sound on the 6th of August, unîtil '31st same
month, with a comparatively clear sea, the ships were merely able to reach
Melville Island.

Indeed on thre 6th' they were bared, and riot until the 2oth. did they findthis
barrier removed; they had, therefore, only iy days; to navigate the distance in
question. Therefore, it is 'to be assuned on the ýspring of i 8ig, that no boat
or vesselcould have 'cornmünicated with the " Investigator's" propiosed situatiôn,
froni Melville Island, before the 2 ist August. On the ensuing summer the ice
is not Inoticed RI noving "auritil the 3oth June ; o, the 26th July the véssels ïmove
out of winter quaters, and stârt on the 1st of August.

With, powerful ships,,adaýted to resist theicethey -reach' the imouth of Lad-
caster Sounddn the '3îtstä id on ,the 6ih September,. all their exertions having
been put forth, they reach Agnes' Monunent; meeting ontheprecedig daythe
" Lee," ofHul], and dther whalers in thatregion.,

It is, thereforeclear to my 'cordprehensión (unless trusting to'the in-shöre
depths, in which the trger' bergs'eannot lie'driven);'that the stéamiladndh, with
the thermiorhieter possibly atM - di, will not' bejiskéd9 èïd' thàtiheM "Enterprise?"
herself will 'v-to aek'thé"Ii tigatgr,"' nd s'end heétith'the'dës ptthes-,!

To effect this 4vil, coinpel the*Erïterprise;" âidéoïding,,ti the supplied
by Parry's voyage , to stilih everynirloe
" Ivestigator' whose' b¥rth sh 'mušt oupyfi" that 'intèr. Cirébmåances

m.ore_ faoù'rbl ethtihe e- eriencéd ir E. Parry'a possibly hlprim,
but theseý we bave do ri hfi . Weillnow pass to tb instructiairs
in force, and ail e n wo d s m thb f
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Opinion ofCaptain
Sir Edward Bel-
cher.


