No. 206.] BILL, [1868.

An Act to amend chapter nine of the Consolidated Statutes of
Canada.

WHEREAS, by the provisions of chapter ninc of the Consolidated Preamblc,
Statutes of Canads, intituled ““An Act respecting the civilization )
- and cnfranchisement of certain Indians,” the power to prosccute actions
at law against unenfranchised Indians for the recovery of debts was
5 taken avay; And, whereas, great injustice was done to the ereditors of
certain Indians by the suid law being held to be retrospective in its
charucter, thereby depriving them of the power of collecting debts con-
tracted in good faith; And, whereas, it is just and reasonable that -
relief should be given to such creditors: Thercfore, IHer Majesty, by
10 and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Asers-
bly of Canada, enacts us follows:

1. All Cebts contracted by Indians, prior to the cnactment of the Certsin debts
said resited Act, shall be recoverzble in the same manner as if the said ‘I‘:g;;;‘;"gaby .
.Act had never become law ; And the creditors of such Indians maynow p, reco;dcdy
15 sue for, and recover the amounts of such debts, with interest from the law.
date of the contracting of such debts, and the annuities payable to such
Indians from any Indian Fund, may be levied upon annually in the
hands of the Agent having charge of the same, to the extent of onc-half
of tho amoint of such annuity in each year until the whole dcbt be paid;
20 And it shall be the duty oi each and every Indian Agent, on the pro-
" duction of the judgment of any court against an Indian for debts so
contracted to apportion and pay cver, from any moneys in bis hands,
the aforesaid proportion of the adnuity of such debtor to the creditor
or to the assignee or other legal representative of the original ereditor.



