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Soil. The soil consists of a light clayey loam. "The general sur-
face of the Island is marked by the sharply curved contours characteristic
of all glaciated regions, where the rocks are of unequal hardness covered
over by a deep bed of soil composed of the drift waste. This soil con-
sists of a light clayey loam of rather remarkable fertility," - says Professor
Shaler. "The greater part of the trees are evergreen, belonging to two
species of fir and two of spruce. Scattered among them are the common
species of birch, poplar, the common red beech, and in open swampy
places the alder," which spreads with amazing rapidity.

Flowers. Wild Roses, varying in color from the palest pink to an
almost magenta red, cover whole fields with their frail beauty. In the
grass and round the ledges about Friar's Head the Campanula droops its
blue bell. The Blue Iris skirts the borders of Lake Glen Severn. The
Field Daisy, Sea-side Buttercup, the Marsh Pea, the Fall Dandelion, and
the Sheep Laurel, spread themselves over the pastures in processions of
color. The Wood Oxalis, its white petals veined with pink, and the Linnæa
or Twinflower, are found half concealed beneath the underbrush of the
woods. Among the rarer flowers of the Island is the Alpine Cloud Berry,
or Amber Colored Raspberry, found on the Alpine summits of the White
Mountains and on the Northeast Coast, which is the same as the Nor-

wegian species. The Corn Chamomile, a rare weed, and the Wild Chamo-
mile, both of which are naturalized from Europe, are found here, but chiefly
around Eastport. The aromatic Wintergreen is the real Checkerberry, in
Maine called the Trory Plum. The lovely Eyebright is found only along
the coast of Maine and Canada; its Alpine form is rare. There are many
varieties of Orchids, Asters, and Goldenrod, of Primroses, Honeysuckle,
Heath, and of Lilies, from the Trillium or Trinity Flower to the two-leaved
Solomon's Seal.

The wild strawberry in July, and the blueberries and raspberries il
August, and the'small cranberry in deptember, give occupation to the
children, whose prices for berries are variable.

In the waters around the Island there "is a richer animal and vege-
table life than is found along any other part of our shore."


