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politics, the issues of which hardly make a ripple outside the country thal
is their immediate ecope, or, in American society, dating from yesterday, aE
Amnerican and every other people take in politics that are feit the world
ftround, and in the most honourable and historie social body on earth. Ir
addition1 , the sun of course favours the sending of Engiieli news to America,
and rather discourages the timely receipt of the return budget: this, how
ever, is an insignificant reason in comparison with the other.

MR. IREiD says a very few things succinctly, aimost everything truly,
and makes one or two statements in a way that shows quite deliciously the
average Briton's incapacity to understand American humour. For instance:
"The English presI he says "lbelongs to the leader-writers, and the Ame-
rican to the reporters," which puts the matter in a nutshell at once.
IlThere is nothing Ilihe diecovers about the Boston Ilerald, "to identify it
With the cultured community supposed to centre* in the 'Hub of the
1 Jniverse ' which je undeniable of Boston journalism in general. But the
bonne bouche of the article presents itself thus - IlSometimes editors use
their papers for the exchange of personal civilities, as when Mr. Watterson,
Of the Louisville Courier- Journal, invites Mr. Dana, of the New York Sun
to visit him. ' Corne' he says, ' and see us, and bring your knittin', and
BJtay niost ail day ;' and Mr. Dana regrets editorially that lie cannot
4ccept."I The American editors who excbanged them will doubtiess be con-
vulsed to see their "lpersonal civilities " taken seriously.

Tnu many Canadian readers of Mr. Walter Besant's novels are well
ocquainted with the extent to which social probleme form their foundation.
eew living writere of fiction can be pointed to whose work bas exercised a
8tronger educatlional influence along tbe lines especially designed for it, upon
the social body of England in relation to its under strata. Mr. Besant's
11PPeal through the London Times, hie being the voice of a committee, for
the sympathy and assistance of the Britishi public in obtaining facts and
figures relative to the true state of working women in England, will strike
~ll0t people, therefore, as coming, from a source whicli approves it. Mr.
Besant wants ail the information lie can get in connection with the female
labour mnarket, in order that at a conference held toward the end of the
3'eair they "lmay be clearly and dispassionately set forth; the extent,
area, and nature of the evils whicb undoubtedly exiet, be laid down with
Borne8 precision ; and, if that may also follow, remedies or alieviations be
fOiind." Mr. Bpsant's method is peculiar in that it makes no immediate
ernand upon either the Local Government Board or upon Parliament.
The issues of the conference may be presented to either or botb of these
bedies, but no official assistance is invoked in collecting the data it requires.
The object of asking the general public for it is evidently the stirring
UP Of national interest in the matter, as any number of authorised
treports Il would fail to stir it up. How Mr. Besant proposes to obtain

th, 8YEitem, the precision and the completeness that ueually attaches to such
0ornPilations, and guard againet the loosenees, one-sideness, and imposition
tht le very likely 1-o characterise a general public response more or less, is
'lot Bo apparent. Wliatever the resuit, the motive is unquestionable; and
111 the Meantime peesimistic phulosophere are requested to find in it a
818'tfYing indication that in England at ail events the ricli are more and
"iiOre tuaking a business of the concerne of the poor.

Z 011 Canada the condition of the wrking women is happily not one to
CyOntl for sch an investigation, lowever desirable some knowledoe of it,

r4ase IPon careful statistice, may be. The conditions of the female labour
ever dependent as tbey are upon the general social and economic

Cdtons, differ radically from those of tlie Mother Country. We were
bnas a people, too late to inherit the abuses which are etili suffered to
%reextent in the relation of employer and employed as it is in England.

,We do not yet suifer from over-population, and we have educated our
1 R4'8 ere, as in the United States, the wide and most uneatisfactorily

~'ePid field of domeetic service epreade its easy solution at the very feet,
Of irain victime of the counter or the sewing machine. There is really

th58C2untry no woman labour problem as distinct from the common
q1t0 nI. What creates the semblance of one je the tendency of womentru"in, unreasonable numbers into two or tliree of the many avenues of

l»1eyOpeni ta them. Hors as every where the law that regulates the
bthe demand and the supply is surely operative, and often produces
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5' that hilanthropists among us consider paiziful and anomalous. In
tý l'es 'et as in every other, the market for wotueti'e labour je governed

as 1 the market for inen's; and but for this discrimination in the
fe1uý'1e 'aind, resulting in distributioni of wonten out of proportion to the

11)ti0 of men ini tlie various departinents of industry, their condition
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miglit be calculated-making allowance uniformly for th e depreciation of
sex in the value of their labour-from that of men.

THE suit of Mrs. Thurber against the American Opera Company to
recover $32,000 she mistakenly put into the sclieme lias re-opened dis-
cussion of thie unfortunate subject, in some quartere more violently than
ever. Mrs. Thurber liaving, according to popular belief, been mainly
instrumental in organising and conducting the cornpany aiong the lines
whicb it lias pursued so disastrously, very little sympathy but rather a
freeli outburet of criticism and condemnation je evoked by lier effort ta get
back lier money-an effort which, if successful, involves the failure of moet
of the meclianice, costumere, cliorus-singers, and supernumeraries ta obtain
the comparatively trifling anme due to tlin. There can be no doubt that
the grosseet miemanagement and tlie most tastelese extravagance cliarac-
terised the echeme from tlie beginning, and this action on the part of ane
of those most completely identified with and interested in it will go far to
confirm tlie suspicion of dislionesty that lias aiea rested upon the Company
for many inanths. That Mrs. Thurber, while lier bill for a 1{eceiver
wae actually in preparation, appeared in print with the assurance that
the emali creditore and ail others miglit rely upon the integrity of thie
concern, makes the situation still more unpleasant. The moet unhappy
feature of the collapse je bowever tliat, from the very firet, by a systemi of
arrogant assumaption, false pretence, and impudent ignoring of the fact
that for over a hundred years the American people bave listened ta opera
in their own language, rendered not eeldom by companies wortliy of all
respet in their artistic achievements, this organisation bas managed ta
give itef a national stamp. It becomes therefore, not only a national
mortification, but a stumbling-stone of very large and offensive proportions
ta the feet of ail wbo are sincerely desirous of accelerating musical pro-
grees in the United States. Dependent as ta sucli a great extent we are
upon aur neiglibours for the production of opera in the stage sense, these
facts bave a lively intereet for ail music-loving Canadians.

TnE Nation is one of the few American journals that prornulgates and
carries out the doctrine of genuine independence. It bas, as a coneequence,
a large, respectable and respectful clientèle, ta whom its fresh and forcible
utterances muet corne like manna in a wilderness ravaged by partisan poli-
ticians. The Nation pute the Irishi where tliey belong-a locality whicb, it je
needless ta say, they are unaccustomed ta in the United States-vigorously
backe ail worthy and admirable features of Americanism, and as vigarously
condemane unwortby deniocratic charactenistics ; supporte the Administra.
tion in general, but does not fail ta criticise it in particular. Its attitude
on the fielieries question lias alwaye been a refreshing ane. Referring ta
developmente that are still freeli in the memory of the public, the Nation
Baye : "lThe habit cf the macker'el are net more remarkable than those of
the gallant fisherman wlho pursue tbem. A few years ago these wanderers
cf the deep abandoned the three mile-limit and took ta the broad ocean,
with sucb unanimity and persistence that the fisherman said that tbey
wanted nothing fromn Canada or Great Britain or anybody, and that they
would be thankful if Congrese would annul the Washington Treaty Bo far
as tbey were concerned, and remit them ta their rights under the Treaty
of 1818. In this tbey were accommodated. But now the mackerel have
changed their minds and run in shane again, the fishermen naturally faiiow-
ing them. The riglit ta fieli within the tliree-mile lirait was conferred by
the Washington Treaty, but was not included in that of 1818. To be
cauglit fishing in those waters is ta forfeit one's boate as well as one's
catch. Sa wben a couple cf seining parties belonging ta the schooners
firench and Argonaut were plying their vacation within a mile and a baîf
cf Prince Edward Island (according ta the Tribune's repart at the time of
the occurrence), and wlien a Canadian cruiser went in punsuit of the sein-
ing parties, the schooners, althougli they wene outside cf tlie three-mile,
lirait, made for home as fast as possible. Having arrived at Gloucester,
they have reported to Capt. Babson, President of the Fishery Association,
that their seining parties were at least four miles from shone, and that an
excellent judge cf distances lias found other testimony which convinces
him that the eeizing of the seining parties cf the French and Argonaut
was a new outrage ; for if tliey were really outeide the tliree-mile limait,
the Canadian cruiser had no riglit ta molest thorm. Miglit it not be added
that if they were outside the limait, the schooners ta which tliey belanged
had no riglit ta abandon them ta the enerny? Why does net the Presi-
dent of the Fishery Association give us bis opinion cf the two captains
who had s0 littie consideration for their own riglits and their own men
that they surrendered both without even inaking a prateet against the
seizure 1 I


