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LTi,ÎE folIeNvig pagers enittin the opening chaptors of an original
story, a portion wiîereof was written sonte years ago, by a Canadian
author with a iliew te publication. It becaie necessary, we arc
informed, for tbe author to turn bis attention te a different order
of composition, and. the %writing of the story was abandoned wbcn
not more thtan a third of it had been placed on paper. As a con-
soquonice, the MS. stili remains incomplete. It ws ever offered
Lot- publication, andi in foot flot ai line of it bas ever beeni se'en by
any one excopt tho author himself and twe or three iniembers of
bis faiily. So fý%r as con bo ,judgùd front tbe fragment, the ceoi-
pletcd story îveuid have been et excoptionai power and interest.
Even ns it stands, it centains pictut'es of odd phases ef rural life
in Caniadat îhieb %ve beliove te be iveli wvortlty of preservation,
and wvoarc strengiy of opinion that. tite readers of Ancauus

;vill dot-ive nucbi picasuro frei its portisal, ail incontpiete thougli
it bo. It %vili be continuoid front Nveek te week until the MS. is
exiîausteclj

THE EAGLE'S N EST;
OR,

THE MARVEL OF SEBASTIAN GEE.
A C<nîediest Sory.

PAiRT FrRST.-TEi A U2OBIOGRÂPLIYOF MARK WILFiORD.

C RAPTER 1.
AT TIIE TURESIIeLD 0F "TEIE SIIOOTING STAR."

1 IIAVE ottenl been toid hy titose whe are entitled te speak upon
the subject vitit autbority that I htave fron nty eariiest jears
been distinguisied 'or tltc'possession et a siugulaly' retentive and
far-reacltiné îneatry: a tnemery whiclt treasures up net enly tite
meist noeowortlhy incidents ot my lite, but wvbich is equaily tena-
clous %vitit respect te insignificant matters ef detail. which might
vcry wveil be foégotten. Waiving, for tbe nonce, any enquir3' as
te itow for such a pos.ýsessioni is te be t'egarded in the light of an
unînixed blessing, I niay say, ivititout affectation, tîtat the
pensons 'vit itave preaounccd titis euiegy have net clone se upon
ineagre or inisufficient greuttds. My inemery dates back altnost
te the comentncement of my titird year, and retains a nearly coin-
pieto record of tite subsequnt experiencos ot a lite wvbich, te, say
tc least, bas net beon altegether a mnntoneus or presale one.

A tter iture deliieratiea, 1 bavec resol'ed te tura this taculty te
acceunt, and te entbody in the forai ef a persenal narrative sucli
passages in Ity life as scout likely te prove ef general interest.

In.carrying eut titis reselution I shali occasioaly bie compelled
te depend upon the recollections of ether persons; but, as a rule,
I shoil draw upon the stoes of my oîvn memery alene. That
memery, 1 will add, presents picturos ef the remote past te my
mental vision witl, almost phtotographtie distiaetness; and if 1
foul te intcrest the reader ini tite details whicb I purpose te set
fortb in theso pages, my faiiure wiil certainly bie due te a want et
poiver te impart te those details an air et vivid reality correspon-
dent te tbant wbiclt they preseut te nty ewn mind during retrospeo-
tien. It is, et course, quite possible -nay, very probable-that I
ntay be unable te command any sucit dogree et power; for I can
only describe ; and descriptiosn, at best, is but a eorry substitute
for actual observation. Wliat. te me bave been veritable ex.
periences ivili te the reader ho mere narrations; and I oaa scarcely
hope te maire ny pictures in words as liteiike and effective as a series
et landscapes front the cunning.hand et Daine Nature bersoîf.

Andi then, se inucit depends upen the point ot view freint
which one looks at a Iandscape. Yen beetling crag, view.ed front
the sôutbîvest, presents te the eye nterely a rugged outline ot
unhewu stene, boaring ne partieular resembbince te anythiag but
-itseif, and net wvorth a second glance. But just let us walk haIt-
a mile or se farther soutit, and thton contetaplate tite scene once
mnir. Wliat do we se3 nowv Tite crag is tate and uninteresting

ne iner. Taine! Uninteresting i As,,veiI apply titose epithets
te tbe'%pectre et the Broken. The rugged outiino lias beconue
a ltîdeously repulsive stene face, et gigantic proportions, witb
the lineaments s0 distinctly traced that the wrinkled visage
sconts literally te scowl in fiendish rage upon thse quiet scene
beneatit: et monstrous ogre, bevering ever itis prey, and seeming
only te wait tili the keen, bungry air sball bave îvbetted bis'
feui appetite te ope these terrible jaws, and golbie up those flocks-
et innecent sheep that are pasturing in tite voie, ali-unconscieus
of the fate îmnpending ovor tiem.--Noiv, let us sttoîl but a lin-
dred yards farther, and the spreading branches ot yonder inter-
vening oak ivili bave entirely itidden the frightful obýjeet fron
sighit. And yet, during the wbole et our ival<, tise sceno itselt
bas reinained preciseiy as it %vas at lirst. The changes bave been
net ini tise objeet contemplated, but mereiy in the point et view
front whicb our contemplation bas been indulgefi. And the coît-
clusien te be deducted front the toregoing rltapsody is situply
titat writer and reader do net.at ail tintes onjey a conmeon
vantage-ground, se that wvitt appoars perfectiy obvious te the
aîind et the eue, may net be oven remiotely suggested te the
mtind et the etiter.

It is true, that at certain mtore or less rare intervals in the
annals et literature, seute bappily.endowed tnortal bas appeared
te wltom tise foregoing observations are inapplicable: sente
beaven-born genius whosu masterly liand bias been able te se bond
the seuls et ethers te bis owa conceit as te makre tbent see oniy
îvitli lus eyes, bear oniy with bis ears, and understand oaly with
lus understanding; in a word, te rendier his delineations, even
wheni ivhlly imnagiîtary, net ]ess real than the characters and
occurrences et every-day lite. Faîstaif, Mrs. Quickly, and
Ancient Pistel-nay, even Titaula and Oberon-are as distiactly
individualized te our minds as are the persons witb wbom we
daiiy conte in contact. We are as tantiiar with 'Uncie Toby ansd
Widow Wadnson as wve can ever itepe te be with tite atembers et
our ownfamilies; and I doubt whetberniydearestand ntost intimate
fniends are more real personages te me titan are Wilkins Micawber,
Richard Swivelier, and Samuel Weller. Tiiese are creations wbiclb,
stantped by tite itand et undying genius, are iiet tor an age, but-
for ail tinte. They wili bc as well known te our childrens chil-
dren as titey are te us, and wvill be tite adnmiration et our rente
descendants in cetnturies yet unbern. But sncb triusnplis as these
are tor tite few. For sucit leather and prunelia as we et the
rank and file et authorship thero is ne sncb thing as literary
imnuuetalîty. We cannet put 0cr readers iii our places. We
cannot intbue thent with our sympathies, aver*sieisls-piejudices,
if yeu will; and must perforce hoe content if wve oaa now and
thon enable thent te beguile a tew ]tours wviich, but for our efforts,
miglit bave hîung beavily upon their bands.

One et the test pleasing et contemperary bumonists bas
remarked that wviting is like sbeoting witi a rifle, inosmucit as
yeu may eitber bit your reader's tnind or miss it: whoreos taiking
is liko playing at a mark with tise pipe et an engitue; if it ho
wvithin reaeb, and yeu htave tinte enough, yen cannet hoip lîitting
it. Titis, it mtust needa 13e contessed, is by ne moteas the test
brilliant et the autbor's analogies, bebsg soniewliat tee suggestive*
ot Plueiien's cemparison between Macedon and Monmouth.
With ail its faults, itowever, it wvîll serve my presont purpese
as well as a botter one; because it paves the way te mny suggest-
iag that if eitber an author or a ttsarksmani tail te bit a reasonably
tair target, tite explostatioît is genorally te bo found in tihe tact
that ho is unskilled in btis craft; and titat as the writer et tbis
autebiograpsy liai bitierte iad but littie practice at, targets of
this sert, it may.very weli be that hoe wiii seunetitues shoot ivide.
Seine et the incidents te bc related usay perhaps be regardecl as
trivial and commoapiace; but there are others whlicb, unless the
narrator shail maire a ntuch more inartistic use et the anaterials
at bis commandi titan hie halpes te do, will net be liable te any un-
putatien on thse score et duiness. Sbould the resuit prove that;
ie bas been tee sanguine in titis respect, hie oaa only àbolter ii-
seit bohind titat test iamte asul impotent et ail excuses for puosi-
ness-un underlying design.

Tbe mnanagers ot a certain public etutertoitnment, whici wvos
more or less popular ini tite British capital soite years bock, wvere


