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atlempted to explain a system newly installed to some cietasgeto htaji-iemdlo h r
members of the fire-brigade, he could not get them ta ose leainsol eeztd h oti s
understand it. So the brigade, or at any rate the aeatroo ndiishug wt htet
bosses, have some new ideas to get hold of ; which ýno g oti xes lhuhteshm fteaci

doubt they will do by practice. But amid the firetetrlcmie'saiosM ss.Crèe&H -

appliances. the preventive appliances, and the con.- igi rsne nteorno idladteei

struction and mechanical equipen of buildings, the ntescm owhhamdll l$prve.
chief wants a good deal of technical knowledge, andThcotnins a aml izmdei scrn

Public opinion is turning in the direction of an engineer- peoygapdb h y hti a ila st

ing qualification for this office. Among the deductions teata feti h aeo ag uligo n

of Mr, Edwin 0. Sachs from the reports on the Balti- wt iie ag fdsac o onso iw

more fire (discussed in another column), is "'The Alacietn obme càinlywt

necessity of officers in charge of fire-brigades having a pesn upif nt tëxctdokbttecn
technical, i.e. either constructional or engineermng dtosudrWihtewr sdn aem gd
education of a high standard." iibta.I h aeo h aio h odtos

Mr. John Belcher, in hois openi ng a opeemdltshwheesgngstgbi,

Cen».rhop of suldinge. address as .President 'of the efc hncmltd tr0ye tl hil a

Royal Institute of.Biritish Archi- e upie o n rhtc n a aenn e
tects, advocates the establishment Of public censorship tefr diigtecmitealt ecniin
of buildings. He wvould have the First Commnissioner mk amc o etit ntepeetcr hti
of Works act as a mWinsteèr of fine art with the aid of ieonmpast bspulcou"inofrb-
an advisory committee, and possess despotic power to et frM.Emsflsarpéettv lc)ta
decide whbat mray :and what may not be done in the 'hdvtpeto rhte

treatment of public places and the spaces and buildings
around public institutions, in the formation Of niew uedrnrcntyasithUiedSts e

thoroughfares and in the question of buildings har mk h rfsintedwt erweea ale

monizing with an existing or determined genera psto.l fral eIpsil acnev h
scheme. A building act, Mr. Belcher says, can deter- fetoadsinrmth ugad-rwn,
mine heights and so on, but no act of Parliament can
define the subitle qualities and delicate nuances which
make the difference between art and lack of art.

This is very true, and in England it is possible to ac arsr atesuyo ulsz Oe
find not only First Commissioners of cultivated tasteoftewlora nrtefthwoefotOe,
but also an advisory committee which may be trusted t;gi etlnta oee ubtefeun s
to be as expert as the expert whose workt is in ques- p
tin ; so that on tbe whbole there iîs a greater safety in o ulmx oeana nrae Éeto . opet

giving authority to a combination of this sort than in sr adces oe.ToWtotsc isi

giving free sway to individual indifference or extravag-
ance or even to individuial good taste ; for a standing
commission would. be the means of mnaintainig what is9ohrbidnsta ae1ltl ncmo ihi u
the greatest deficiency in modern streets--unity of
style. The greatest:thing in a Street architect ls har- xs«neapigtetuyo ep W are wk
mony. A high level of taste in oemanner (wve areintelg oiewiepreno hshatofbOdg
assumning a high level) 'S better thtan a jumble of oe gin nedrdb h eyucraniqi
miotives, even if here and there (and it would be only ivleifaMoedcotean40lpn tn
here and therie) it touched perfection. Mr. Belcherth o .«n pcesfalriga dl,
seems to derive support from, the United States, where,
hle says, " Some such exercise of authority ha% been
found necessary."9 If this means the municipal Art CrA fl PVLO Y LG
Commissions, they hardly go as far as Mr. Belcher
PrOposes, but to judge from somne newspaper utterances

they arasucces as far as the-y g.Theiir power is

onlÙy one of veto, but-this is a great power ; for no onecieuo teprcae

whs okhsto come befïore the Commnission,. o .rg ýn n
Wises o un the chance of crownidg his labeo with Et

v9 tos H4 d*essorne wholesome vetoi*ng himself, as sla thehCnd Mký hr ll b ru

*Ork Fen Ths which is the process of all
good design, .- ýuC>tO i#i blînocudg h.iema I

pal wvork whoý, bMîftr Î4 7 t oÍñe #45Oada
ent commission mrighit il M ec
to carry themn through,

ATheti abouto the land P"hae aoetylyPd"
Modela in stem. AxeigaoijetotealGlvi mt,ô ërr irceto h oya

termng the 'east front 'e the îtsf«atzn; wligilbehdd vrg
Capitol at Washington bave drawn -from th* bir, W.-b r.zn'Dwfig opn.'h ad eue

S.~~~tns is presentedný of ine the formn ofstt ao modely and there


