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0 M8CHELES.

Who that ever visited the pleasant old

city of LeipsIC, between the years 1860
and 1870, did not hear of the vencrable
Moscheles, master spirit of the Gewand-

haus concerts, or seen the broad-faeed,
white-liaired, amiable man sauntening
fro b historical residenceat Gerhard's

Galen to the halls of the Conservatoire.
Among the notables Of the ancient Saxon
City be was perbaps the motit pupular,
not only, an account of bis own surpas..
sing abilities, but beoiiuse of bis connec-
tien with the musical msastcr-rnitnds of
the prescnt aud past age. 'I hete are, of
cours, stiil many persons ie Germany
who knew or saw the great Beethoven.
but it was the glory of Moscheles thait
le had been tiutinate Witil thf eimmortal
author Of the Ninthb Symphjîany, and had
contributed to soothing his death-bed by
protcuring for hitm a munilcent donation
fro London.

Ignaz Moscheles was one of the miost
fimous pianists of the century. Born in
Pragule, be studied in Vienna, and after
several years of the usual uncertainty
and vicissitude which beset artists in
those days, be went to London and set-
tied there as a professor of the piano.
During a residence Of a quarter of a cen-
tury in England his nameio becane a
bouschold word. lis pupils belonged
ta the best classes and e succeeded li
makintg acconpllislcd mlutsiciUs tof seve.
rai, ]lis periodicat concerts were liko-
vise always regarded as aruong the
arttic evrnt of each year. iS bravura
style has always been apoken aiof aex-
traordinary, and notwithstanding the
rivalrits of theî new chiool, represnted
by .izt, Tlbzg, Jchopin, and others,
he niaintained co the end th proid tile
of Piano King. Il I h, l re oved
from London ta .eipi.ie ta undertaike thbe
management of ie far-famrd Con.ser.
vatoire. There lie spenatt the renmaindter
of his life, dying in 1870, at the advaPced
age of 76. lits wife, berself a ditinguish-
ed musician and the partner of ail big
laboursand triumphs,wrote bis life,ruain-
ly from his letters and diaries, and t-hat
work bas been translated into Euglish MONSIUa DE BOURlON
by a son of Sir John Colerige. Tbesc
volumes, for the pleasure of reading 5OI-DIgINn GRANDON OT LOCIS XVI.
which ae are indetbtett t-o a literary
friend, a grandson of the distinguilsed
musician, have afforded us tie utmost de-
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light and Instruction. In them Mosoche-
les introduce's us to nearly ail the muei.
cal celebrities of bis time and to many
,mlnent literary men, as well, with whom
ae was on terms of intimate friendship.
Thus we have anecdotes of Beethoven
Hummel, Haydn; Spohr, De Beriot
Neukomm, Cbopin, Meyerbeer, ]Rossini'
Wagner, and others. His relations with
Mendelssohn extended over a term of
years and terminated only with thb lat-
ter'es death. The volumes are ft:1 io
most Interesting insigbts into Menidel-
ssohn's amiable character. They con-
tain also an affecting account of Carl
Maria Von Weber's untimely death in
London. Moscheles.befriended the un.
fortunate author of i" Der T.;eyschutz " to
the end. We heartily recommend the
I'Lifeof Moschelesh to ail lovers of music.
For pianists, more especially, there are
lessons of incalculable value. We must
not forget to mention that Moscheles
was a composer of rare merit and the
works he bas left amount to about two
hundred.

On One occasion, gaye a correspondent,
we were entering the tunnel of a rail-
way. The lampe were not trimmed and
burning, and when in the tunnel we
were as much in the dark as an ignorant
newsboy attempting to read a page of
Sanscrit. In front of me was a young
couple, and by their devoted attention
to each other I concluded they were not
married, or if married, were wedded to
somebody else than themselves. The
gentleman was reading a newsDaper;
the lady was busy with a novel, andgiving an occasional glance out of the
window. As soon as the train entered
the tunnel it was so dark that you could
not see anything. 1 heard a struggle.
There seemed ta be a dislocation of bair
accompanied by a shower of hair-pins.
The gentleman's bat fell to the floor,and
I beard bis paper cruab. You would
have imagined that a wbole flock Of
school girls had met another flock of
school girls from whom they had been
separated at least six months. By-and-
'byne train came out of the tunnel.
The .gentleman was reading bis news-
paper, the lady was reading ber book;
ail was tranquillity. Will anybody ex-
plain this extraordinary phenomenon ?
I am inclined to think it was connected
with spiritualistn and the dark séance
businéss.

E SHAH OF PERSIA SlOOTINGqO WILD GEESE ON THE ORNAMENTAL WATER AT LAXENBURG, NEAR VIENNA.


