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THE COMMERCIAXY,

Modern Shopping

Scone: State streot (Chi ), of a March
aftornoon. It is § o’clock. Streams of busy
woien pour in aud out of the swinging doors
of the great shops. Outsidoe all is slush, slop,
muddiness, mingled with visions of petticoats
mua-patterned, and anklesanything but neat.
lusido it i’ shove, shop madness, oncounters
Fotweon tho motors oi ballon sloeves, entangle-
monts of endless skirts. At the corner of
State and Waskington streets two women
meot, ouo a blonde in a brown crepon, the
other a brunetts in a vivid plaid.

Mrs. Plaid: ‘* How d'y do, my dear? How
loaded down you aro!

Mrs. Crepon: ** Don't speak of it.
just picked up a treasure.”

Mrs. Plaid: * Still going to auctions?’’

Mrs. Crepon: * Yes, I can't help it. I've
just been to one and got & most glorious old
silver soup tureen,’

Mrs. Plaid: ** Whydidn't you haveitsont?"

Mrs. Crepon: ‘* They don’t send. And you
have to carry things away on the spot or you
lose them."”

Mrs. Plaid. ¢ Tako a cab, then.”

Mrs. Crepon: **I was justlooking for one.”

Mrs. Plaid: * Thore’s one now.”

Mrs. Crepon: ‘*No, I won't have a coupe.
I want a hansom,”

Mrs. Plaid : “ You can never find one when
you want it. Take your tureen into Shield's,
buy sumething, and have them send both."

Mrs, Crepon: ‘' I can’t think of anything I
want.”

Mrs. Plaid: ** What difference does that
make? You can send it back. Come along.
Iv's fearful windy.” .

The two women enter a portal which is
opeued before them by an assiduous small

boy.

{Im. Plaid (continuing): * When I havea
big bundle I go into the ‘Bazaar’ or como
hore and bay, no matter what —gloves, lace,
pins. It's better to buy small things. I ask
the clerk to take my bundle, and when thoy
deliver it I send back what I have bought. I4
is quute conveniont."

Mrs, Crerer : ** Ilow dare you do it ?”

Mrs. Plaid: * Everybody does it. You
gee it doesn’t hurt anyono, and, besides, what
clso would the big store be good for? **

Saleswomn : ¢* Silk skirts, madam ? "’

Mrs, Crepon: ** No.”

Mrs. Plaid (pokicg her). ‘ Why go any
farther? Yes, we will look gt them.”

Salesman : ‘* What color, please? ?

Mrs. Plaid : ¢* Ob, 1. doesn’t matteratall.”

Mrs. Crepon: ‘* Give me lilac,”

Saleswoman: ‘I don't think DPve got a
lilacone. Here's pink,” )

Mrs. Crepon: ** That will do very nicely.
Please send, and kindly have this package
font up with the skirt.”

Mrs. Plaid: ¢ Now, let's have asods. I
am dying of thirst.” .

And tgo plaid and the crepon thread their
way alocg State street t1ll they reach & place
where ondless nectar flows.

l';[l‘hey seat themselves at a small marble-top
table.

Mrs. Crepon (over a strawberry soda):

* What f they should forget my tureen?”

Mrs. Plaid : ** What a goose you are. It's
a very simple thing to do. You'll always do
it after this,”

Mrs. Crepon: ** No, Ishan't. I'd beafraid.
Weren’t you ever refused ?*’

Mrs. Plaid: ** Nover. Thatis to say, only
once, and them by a brute of a clerk.
mado the mistake of only buying huir pins
and my package was huge. You remember
the enormous lamp shade I got at the
church fair?”

Mrs, Crepon. Yes; did you have to carry
it ycurself ? »?

Murs. Plaxd: ““ Don’t be alarmed. I went
gtraight up to the furniture department and

pought the biggest thing I could fnd—a

I have

wardrobo with three drawers. The sales-
man could have hugged me; he took the
shade, and would of sent ten of thom, I'm
sure,"” :

Mra, Cropon : *‘and you had that ward-
robe sont? "

Mrs. Plaid: “Yes., my dear; but not
brought inside, 1 loft word with the janitor
to recoive only tho shado.”

And Mrs. Plaid gulped down hor soda,
ovon to the last drop.—Chicago Tribuno,

Advantages of Oleaning Grain before
Shipment.

With the oponing of a new grain seasou
there is more or less difficulty developed
in the disposal of consignmeonts, says tho
Trade Bullotin of Chicago. Buyerssorutinize
samplo offerings very carefully, and on slight
pretenses iusist on very reasonable prices.
While commission merchants generally are
very anxious to obtain best prices possible
for their customers, thoy are sometimes
hampered by obstacles which might in a
measure boavoided. Interior shippers would
in many instances greatly enhance tho value
of their consignments if more attontion was
given to properly cleaning their grain. Thoy
might as wall have the benofit of good prices
for a properly cleaned artiocle as to be com-
pelled to accept a low prico for an inferior
article, in the latter case probably purchased
by parties who properly clean it, and rosell
it at a good profit. If country shippers
would pay more attention to preparing their
grain and seeds for market they would
materially benefit themselves financially, and
relieve commission merchants of considerable
trouble in disposing of their consignments.
While the recoipts of grain and sceds are
liberal, buyers are generally independent,
and having ;good supply toselect from, give
the better grades and samples the preference.

The Canned Goods Trade,

A Baltimore exchange suys: ** The cauned
gocds trade of this city (Baltimore) is in a
very usatisfactcry condition, aud those
interested in the various branches of the
business do not look very favorably on the
futuro. The ontire pack of corn and
tomatoes last season, which are the leading
staples, was small compared with that ot
the preceding year, but the demand fell flat,
and even under the decreased production
these goods are reported to have dragged
heavily through the winter, and prices got
down to the lowest known during the past
seven ye&rs, A woll known representative
of the trade stated yesterday that the dulness
in the business was almost entirely due to the
depressed condition of the¢ working class
throughout the west, southwest and north-
west, where the greater portion of the pack
of this state goes into consumption. During
the season of 1895 standard corn sold at an
average of 50c. per dozen, but tho average
price for the same class of goods was from
2% to Sc. lower during the past winter.
Tomatoes sold at 53¢., as compared with 60c,
in the year previous, but are now doing
slightly better, as the supply is rapidly de-
creasing. These prices, it is stated, do not
more than cover tho actual cost of packing
the stock, including cost of cans, boxes,
labeling and handlin[.g It i3 due to these
stringent conditions that & number of long-
established packing houses have been
financially embarrassed during the past two
years. Owing to the low prico of canned
ﬁoo«' t fow packers in Hartford county,

ow Jersey and New York will operate dur-
ing the present season, and a very small pack
18 anticipated. Authorities on canped goods
state that tomatoes cannot be put up and
marketed at less than 75¢. to gain any profit,
and from 60 to 650, for corn. In 1892 corn
sold at a9 high $1.25, and, although all

other products used in packing were higher,
very fair profits woro obtained, Throo-
pound tin cans thon sold at from 8 to de. oach,
whilo now tho prices range from 13 to 1§e.
Canned peaches aro now selling at about 75e.,
but during the winter went as low as 50c,,
while fivo years ago they brought 90c.
Apples and smallor fruits are comparatively
low, with but littlo demand from any source.
** The cove oyster trade has beon dropping
steadily sinco 1889, and no profit of any con-
soquence has boen gotten out of each yoar's
pack during the period intervenin Ia the
%ensons of 1889 and 1890, the pack of cove
oysters cach season amounted to about 8,750,-
000 bushels, while last year’s pack baroly
reached 1,250,000. The prices during a
normal season have ruled at $1 for standards
and $1.55 for seconds, the prices now being
obtained are 70¢, and $1.80 respectively."

Transporting Perishable Food.

The New York Sun says: ‘' In no more em-
phatic manner are monern facilities of trans-
portation emphasized than in the safoty with
which perishable foed is convayed from & great
distance. In this particular Australia, South
Amorica and the United States aro no further
removed {rom Europe than a single province
formerly was from the capital of which it
formed a part. Algeria is now supplying
Paris markets with camol meat. An exten-
sivo plant has been created in that French
colony for the killing and refrigerating of
those animals, and daily shipments are made
to Paris. The meat of the camel is described
as not unlike beof, with the tonderness of
veal. The hump 13 the choicest portion,
Eggs that formerly were gatherod near tho
localities where they were sold now come
from distant points. Four million daily are
received in London from foreign counties.
Mgst of them come from Russia. They com-
mand in England twice the price they bring
in the home market. The export of eggs
from Russia, that in 1885 amounted to 233,
000.000, increased in 1895 to 1.250,000,000.
These are official figures. The larger propor-
tion of this product goes to England. In ad-
dition, great quantities of dressed fowl are
ennually exported from Russia to all Earop-
ean countries,”

Nicaragua Canal Outlook.

The Epgineering News says: ** The Nic-
aragua Canal report to the House of Repre-
sentatives by the Committee on Interstaio
ard Foreign Cemmerce states that the com-
mittee believes the canal entirely feasiblo,
and strongly recommends that tho govern-
ment assist in the completion of the work
even if it costs more than $150,000,000. The
difference of opinion between the engincers
for the government and for the company is
thought to affect in no wise the practicability
of the project. The committes belioves that
the main question now is, who shall build
the canal and who shall control it when
bumlt. The committes feels justified in reo-
commending that Congvess should take im-
mediate action to give such aid to the enter-
grizo as may benecessary to obtain tho funds
which are requisite to complote the work."
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dilvet,

The market for bullior: at Now York and
in London hes beon steav'y to firm all week.
The commercial inquiry i.:ir, and the exports
on the usual scale. The London price for
bars has been botween 81§d. to 813d. per
ounce, while in New York the variations
were from 68Fc up to 683c, Trading in silver
bullion certificates at the New York Stock
Ezchango was small, the total dealirgs being
only 99,000 ounces at betweon 69% to 6Sc.
Silver p-iceson July 17, were ; London, 813d.
Now York, 693, -




