
er Il F0 CR 1T1Il

A ROMIN CE 0F THE RIVIERA.
IlStili, I dozi't set Iltat I can nuarry you," said Fclicia l3randram, with

sad fitrnness, as sile lookcd threugh lthe wîndow acress the prc'unenade at tilti
bine sea beyord.

"lOh, )-ou are ili Rut nccd, cf course) like ail womei', by wbat tht world
saya," angruly esstvrcd licr ccîJ~ca youtng min who stood near lier
in an atîtude of rtquebt.

l a thore not iirtd ?1" s1be at.!ed. "l Everyoue cannut be wrong. There
lit net prie who lins iny gond la .cil ot y-ou-you have none even to say of
jourscîf."

"Il r would bc the use if 1 began te b!ow the trumpet of my virtues
-aupposing 1 bave any?" lbe repied bitterly IlWho would brlieve me r
agAnst jour 'everyone ?' 1 neyer pretended 10 bc bttter than-most men
are."

IlNo; but I îhink you must be worse," shte answercd, forcing herself
te liardncss. Ill don't knew snyone tIse who lias liad te Ieave bis regi.
ment-to avoid being turned out of ii, 1 suppose; nor who has hsd te
take bis name off his club-for tht saie reasou ; nor vrhom hall of biss
fermer friends refuse te know in tht street."

"lTbece are some things a fellow can't cîcar bimsedf et; yen know that i
affair vas ont of them. Who wouid taire my word oniy against snch cou-
rlncinig appeararcesi I bad to drep eut of everytbing-there. 1 bave
said &Il ibis to yen betore."

IlI know-don't protest any more, Rcdney ; it doms ne good. I have
neyer beem oe, es yen mu3t acknewledge, Io care for scandai, even for
nmeing-"

lu short, jeu don't believe me," interrupted Rodney, violently.
His cousin sild uething.
IlÂnd yet you love me !" lie continued, walching ber with increasing

bitterfuras.
IlUnfortunabely I do," she answcrcd. Tbey werc beth sulent for saine

seconds.
Il Wdll," lie began again, Il isn't love wbat is most needfni innuarriage?

Isn't marriage without it a sacrilege rathe-. than a sacrament? Isa't
love-"

"l Iti a great deai,"l she said, as haeliesitated for a word, <' but il le net
&IL If it vert ail, I wou!d bc ycur wife te-morrow ; but 1 amn semetbing
cime than a beart,;and I cancot ntarry yon wiîh a fraction of myseit only,
lievever large it may bc. flesides, a buEband is net ai' thoughlihe i:; a
great emi. 1 have a mother ; I bave friands; 1 bave priLipics; I r- 'r!t
hart and quzrnd with ail who are dear to me, who bave made up i.y life
ititîo and fild it witb their gocduess; I canuet drty and a' I

bave beid closest foi tht sakc ef a Îhing se variable, so 8horl.lived, as loir -."
Iis that whzt yours wonld hco? Then yen do weil te spare me," .:e

ansvcred. "But, I ask jou, wbere wiil you find a man whose lite will
bear inspection on yonr pnnitanic Unes 1 1 don't know hlm. Thore is
hardly, one anywliere who hasn3't been a littia wild."l

IIWell, there: is ne ont anywhere whemn 1 wa.it te msrry," she
mnswered.

IlExcept me," lic put in.
"Except jeu; and jeu I vii net."
"Look liera," hie cried, Ilwith your hardnesr, jour cruaîty, yen arc

brcakýng my beart, Fclbiia! Is that rething teyen 1
I I break my ewzn, tee," she ans-iered, cet looking at hurn.
In a minute hae began again. "lI know I have ne pas: to ciTer Sen;

but I have tht future. 1 loe you with ail my strengtlt ; yeu wonid regu-
laie my life lhcnccforth. Desu't se great a unan as Sheridan, or Goldsmith
or ionenne, say that your hast busband is a reforrnd rake Il'

I dori'r cane about jour Sheridan, or Goldsmith or someene," re-
plied bisi cousin, unmývcd. Il1 woan'. givo myEcif te a raka wbese pas: I
cannet share. 1 Ywen'r dc', etc my tuure te Uicking him out e! the mud;
iliene is mond of my ewn I miust avc.-d. I amn ne saint, with iroris -)f
snpercrcgztien available for bis bene fit; 3nd if 1 wrn, I don'ît 1 dieve in
thent." She suddruly tunncd upun bit lier handsomr face', iih its setting
of brown hair.

Loekirig at bier hae askcd angrily: IlWhy on earth was I sncb a fool as
te fail in love witb a iroman irbo bas gray ejes, I wonder ? Tit is ne
mercy la them, ne loea, ne reienting-enly judgtent."

IOh, my peor cyrs I Neyer mina then V" the said, frctfniiy, Iltley
have dent me harta cnough in leu.king *e mucli at yeu." Then she sat
down suddenly ln a chtir ihat waa necar and bursi iei pitcous teara, saying-
"Go away, Rc.dney, Icave me te myteit."

But hae kneît down by bier and drew bier bcad te bis shenIder, aud
kissed bier trars away, and cancescd and ccmtfoitcd bier, and did se wiîlu
mucb grace and real fcclir.g. "There, yc.n lct me kiss Sculn,"i ha id;
"jeu let me beid jeu lika this; yen arc rcecntinig, surciy ?"

"lNe, Seu knew 1 love ycru, and I ehall navar marry anyone tsac, se it
dora flot matter, se far as that is conccrncd," she replicd. Il 1 ià weak ef
me, but eue cannot bc stnong tbreughout. If 1 coula I wou.d shed ne
trs for jeu."

"b i1 don'sl give yen up jet," hae saiJ, a ]lttic later, taking bis leavo. "II
sha1 sec yen îa-moîrew. You are going Ie bc ln the carnivai ?'I

IlVcs, of course," she answerd "but 1 shall bc giad %vhen jeu go
away, Radncy."

With tht grey cyci teir dimtd and thair delicate lias reddentd, stc
ébood laeking tltnough the wmndow at the whbite sraight roàd whicb iay bc-
tvera tht gate o! the 'vi!lr- gardcn sud the loer sua wal; anmd beyend was
te placid blue cf the Mleditarranean, and the rcd aud pnrpic toues of suni-

evi dcepening ini the sky abova il. îtodncy's Sraccîni fein walkcd down

lie short. path belween te palms anld ihe alot sbrtubs axtd, tumng at the
nd, lie raited his it t0 lier with a smile that was hall an inquiry.
'Never," shte said aloud in answer Io it.

Felicis B3rand ramn was the only cbild of a poor mati of goni tarnily, who
n the days when it was not common to, do so, had m2rried a rich Arnorican
iri, and their child had been trained in a strange mixture of New World
iuritanism and Old Worid luxury. Now, at 2z years of age, handaom:,
ni of coneiderable farce of chiracter, shte found herseif pos8essed of
trong tastes for elogauce and -:ise which hier moral principles did not
Ilow lier sufficientiy to gratify, B0 that, going continually into society,
ircBsing with the best, srniling with the lightest, she did Bo with a protest ;
o that having cho8en, among ail the mnen she knew, te love hcr cousin
ý.odney Rtochester, site loved him with pain, with angry and inexorable
enuticiation, and her tenaciîy ef purpose promiaed te m3ke hier feeling for
im as iasting as ber determination that it ahould flot find ils natural sequel

awas inflexible. Sho was wintering with lier mother in the south of France,
w'bither the brilliat and evil-doing Rodney had followed hier. Saine said
lis affitction wvas for bier fortune, others that hie was piqued by bier repeated
refusais of bim ; but, in tact, he was as much in love with hier as was pos-
ible for a haudsome man whose bonnes fortunes were proverbial.

Felicia watched the tenes of sunset deepen, then fade away int gray
n the cast, and then yellow in the west ; she watched the starlight begin
and the young nîcon take upon hersel her nightly gilding ; and stili there
a'as war in lier seul ; for ail the youth and emotiori that were in her cried
out for Rodney, while reason lield out, pitiless, that it must flot be; that a
mtan so, biighted, so far backaiiding, were hie ten tintes as wineonte, was a
man abc woulti do wrozigly to marry.

ln the road, as she sîood thinking and looking fron the window, a cart
passed containing grotesque figures, followed by men wilh bauners and
poler.

Il Oh, that 8ickening carnival !' shte said aloud. IlMuch hert I have
for aIl its toily 1 Yet, after ail, what have I donc thatt I cannot eiijoy il as
ailiers do? I wil 1 1 wili have twe daya' happinessi1 While it laits I wili
let rnyseif love Rodnecy, snd be glad thoit hie loves me. I vili bc among the
merrieet bere; I will ask myseit ne questions; I wiil let myseif go-just
for two dsys. Then will corne the ashes; then lient, Ltnt that may laut
Mty lite V"

There was no cloua or stir among the winds those two carnivai, days
that year; &IH through the long hours of daylight the suni ahone untiring,
and the crash and scrnnch of the waves upon the shore were sottenied tili
the sound was hardly more thar. a menace ; and the stretch of the bIne te
the south spread up and out azn:ong its ripples broad stoolli spes as
though at such intervala cl indeeJ-perhap3 in the- sparkle one might be
(orgiven for thickiug it the oit of gtadies-had been penred upon the
waters, In th* street?, under th-, gencrous afiernoon iight, men and voetr
of ail nations crowded, unrecognizi ble, delighttully, prepostcrously oIing,
in temporary willing firgetfulness of dignity, age, oex-af7 ail but the froiic
of the mnoment. Here they swept, in their fintaisy of clothing, in their red,
blue, black, white garments, in their lieadgear of auy dite and fashion,
showering their confi±ti impartially on friend and straneer, laughing, romp-
ixug, ileeing, pnrsuing, like a schooiroont cf grotesques just relesseil te their
piayground. At street corners partics huddledl togethr.r, attacking and
attacked ; under the plane and p.-pper trees odd couples, suddanly siiten
with -_ sense of cach other, pranced briefly along, aud usually denture souls
in comic ciothing, darted out the fight, jaons la the feeling et great deeds
and torb*!ddeu freedomp. In tht midst cf thent the carnival, witii its
czdence of bedizened bumanity, made ils way, trailing its procession of
absurdities-of staring mueks, of trumpeting females, cf grinning aid
wornen tottering over their distaffi as tbey doddered along on donkcys, of
local and national incidents lu miniature and in mockery. Evcrywhere
the grounâ was tbick and white, and tho air stinging and dangerous with
the ilu and swirl of chalky pâlles ana powder, and everywhere vas
laughtcr; the whole town seemed to have gene maïa and te rejoice Iu iL.

" Oh, Rodney ! bew much money you have benu wasting oni me these
last two da)s V' said Felicia ou the eveniog of the accond, as they stood
waiting for dinner in the drawing roora of ber mother's villa. IlIt vas
pure was e, yen know, for I coulda't eat acy of those delightful tbings yen
threw at me, because et my mask."

«*llow do Seu know they were dcliglitfal, then ?1" he asked, standing
near her.

Soe fcll iu the telds cf my dojino-I bave caten thena since," shte
answecd, iaughiDg with a face as di flent frein that which looked front
iL.e 'window Iwo evaruinge b.-foie as coedy le diffitent ftom, itagedy. "hI
was very wastcfni of you,"'-sbc repestod.

IlI don'r, think wa," bca answcrcd; "the idea gave rue pleasure, that I was
raining sweetness upon yen. Dan'î yenlike to think oft,3toc r'

Il0O course, t cource," she rcplied ; "l then th.-re were my flowcrs,
I savcd Donc cf them, no! one; thoy ail fell pist me, and I hid oniy the
pîcasure ot tbc scent oft hem as they went."1

IWeil, that is cneugh for mc," bcasnswercd gallantly. IlI only wished
yeu te sec I made a diff:rcnce for yen-a differcnca between yen. and
ovcry other person la the uorld-as I do, indecd-as I always wouid-
wrilV"

F.alicia's face ciouded ; the heurs cf carnival-time were nurnbered-
with dawn of the feilowing day ber short love making wouid bc ever, and
sbe wouid bave entcrcd on the Lent beyond. IlNover mina about alvays,"
shc said; Il maie a dificrence fer me te, night. When the ball is donc,
niind, it is ai te bc donc, put away-tergetten, tee."'

Ilc trownad :ntpatienîly, fo~r, aitheughbc haad accepted ier termis, and
agrccd fi; se mnch indulgence and ne more, hc had donc se, naturally, by
wiy of zçaching out IQr tlaç MQrC as a az tic se znuch sliould bic putL.


