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tion of slnging, nnd espetially part slnging, ln oui~ ron.
grogittians.

1 auoed flot stop ta point out lîow necessary It la tlîat
in arder ta ha'te good congregational singlng a con-
siderable proport ion cf those crtgaged ln this delightful
part cf the servce, should not cnly lie ale ta rend
music ah sight but should bave the musical score ln
their bands. Thert are ver' ann> men who connot
slng the air ai even those hunes with the lowcst plicli,
and there are anuy woanen wha bave flot soprano
voie=. Ta theni, if the>' are ta slng atrdl-analmucti
the uanie is truc oi tenors a bananonlxe:d scord là an
indispensable requisite, se that thcy may lic abile ta
sing bas alto, or tenon just as tht>' may fini It mas:
agrecable or sultable. 1 believe it is the intention ta
ptablish a harmonlid edition of the Hymn Blook andl,
therefore, 1 sa>' na more ai the necessit' -if doing sa.

But ln ibis connection a question of great impor.
tante cames up. There are two gecral methods af
arranging hyzuns ani lunes in the same book ; whicb
of titese should the committet adopt ? One (s ta an-
nex a single hune ta cach hymn on the supposition
that the tune and the tyznn shahlibc inseparalile in
the church servicc. WVhcncver an>' given hymn is
sung il mut, accarding ta ts thear>', bc Sung ta the
tune asslgnedtt ,and tafiaother. In other words tht
comniittce, if this method bie adopted, wili once for
ail Select thethurc best adapted ta catit hymn, and
precenhors and chair leaders throughout the whale
Churcit must sulirit ta tbcarrangcmenh. 1 say ' must
sulimit,O because on titis plan-as, for Instance, [n
IlHymins Ancient and Modemil and the Il Psaims andl
Mynins for Divine Worship,»1 used by the English
Presbytenian Church-tbere is fia provision for hum-
Ing aver the leaves with the hymns and those with the
hunes independentlyocfeacb other. The cuber method
is ta bave the leaf cf the bo*k divided inta twa parts,
the Iawer containing the tîymn aaîd the upper the
hune. Each of these parts cati bc tuned aven inde.
pendently ai tie ather, and the prccntor, with such a
book in bis hianals, cati select an>' hune ho pleases for
an>' hymrn,

Now, the question witî nme is not so mucit whicb
ai these methods is thcaretically the sounidcst,' but
whicb of thcm, is anost likel>' (a) ta tead ta a gencral
improvenient in aur congregational singing, and (2) tu
make the new Hynîn Book popular, anal ling it
into Central use There is mucit ta be salit in laveur
ai the farst and less flexile systenu. It bas been ver>'
successful in the case cf IlHymns Ancient and
Mlodem,»l I and there can be na doubt tiaat a commîtte
oi*musical experts is better ale ta wed appropriate
miusic ta bynîns than thc average precentar is. Neyer-
theless, ait this stage of aur history anad under existing
circutristances, the more flexible plan adopted b>' the
compilera anal iarmonizers of the Scottisb Presbyter-
ian hynun books is the ont that shoulal bc: adopted in
Canada. Had wcta dca!with citychurches alonc the
matter wculd lie ane cf less importance, but the great
majority cf aur precentors and choir leaders are abile
Io inake --se of contparatively iew hunes, and if the
bock h., _w sa coflsnuctedl as ta aUlow tbem ta hum ta
these ah wilJ, no =liter what hynin is giveai out ta lie
sung, tht>' wili nat use it ail. The tcndency wili mani-
fesuiy lie ta retain and extcnd the use of the IlScattisit
Hymnal il cf the Kirk, the"« Presbytenian Hymnal aio
the U.. P. Cburch, and the coaning Frc Churcb Hymn
Book which "Il, in some respects, lie tfie strongcst
rival ta aur own in the field. Onc great abject in
getting up Uic Hyxnn Book jush sanctioneal by the

-Assembi>' was te secuare somcuhing like uniformit>'
within the Churcit. Uniformnity witt, 1 am pcrsuadcd,
ho an an>' case a long timc in coming, for it will bia
founal a difficuit matter ta eVict the aid anal deepi>'
loved hyrnn baoks when the>' arc tenants cf long
standing, andl 1 thinit it must:b lecvidea't that ta dictate
ho ever>' precentar just wbat hune he is to sing, es-
pecially when, ini nine cases eut of ten, he canna:
sing the presczibeal anc ah ail, is the surest way te de-
les: the Asaenubly's oliject. The range cf aur congre-
gational. singing is, even ini aur best traineal city con-
gregations, extrernciy limited. One can -enumerate
two dozen tunes &nda induide la bis Eist tht great builk
of ail the airs sung ta psalms, pharapbrases, and
hyanns froi Halifax to Vancouver. We may regret
that the athaiaîments af aur precentors and congrega-
lions are not mare varied, but we mnust talce titem as
ire flndtheni. 1: woujld le ;desiralileconsummation
te have every congregatian traintd te Bing the vcry

liest turnes t.hat can, b. louaid for each hyni but sureiy
il is better ta have a cavaparativ!>' unsuitable hune

Sung wlth Spirit anal barman>' hhana ho have the pre.
cenhor anal n stnal knot ai bin asilstants give a ailcaît
cangregahion an exhibition of tlîeir musical SUIl.

flotta because tic mo'rc flexible plan nchcd above
itauld doa most ha ianprove cangregaîlonal slnginag and
becnuse It would soonest le.ud ta Uic displaccauîcnt ai
old favaurihes and tht establisbnment cf thhcr yaunger
rival, cur cwn excellent collection, 1 plend strong>' fer
theadaption ofithat arrangement. I happen taknow
ttîat lIais question (s caîusang a gacl det ai anxacty an
mas.y quartiera, aand that out a icw congro.gatuons will
ha guldei lin their cliaice ci a Iynn Biook b>' ttîc
forin cf the harmonited eiataon of aur cmi. Though
aur collection is a good one il ioulal bc presumption
ha say that (ts intrînsic ancrits are sui'iant to eniable
It ta oust ail rivais, as 1 for ont nope ta sec it do.

TIVO IVA YS OF BI'ILDI.NIG CIIURCIIES
AND TZLEIR .WCCESS.

In God's Word the rules laid down for churcit build-
ing are vrery simple and met w'th wonderful succes,
se wc witl look nt the hast iray rirst.

WVben the chtldren ef Israel wec joairncying
tlirougb hhe wildtrness ta the landl ai promise, tht
wcrd cf the Lard came unta thcmn Savoig, I Malte Mi
a sanctur>'," and gavc thcsc mules ta wonk liy -z Il Speak
uinto the cbildncn of lsrael that they liring hie an
oi>'cring ; of ever> man that givcth wallingly wîth his
bcart, yc shall take Mly Dfferng,"

IlTake ye frean atnong you an oficning unta thre
Lardt; %whîosoever is ai a willing hlîe.rt, let hlm hring
ian oiTe;rng ho, thre Lard: gold, silver," etc.
How did the plan work?
IlTbey camne, bath men anal wotnen, as many as uvere

willing-heamted, anal brought bracelets, andi ear*rangs,
and rings, and tablets, ail jewcls ai galci; and curer>'
man that offeced offéed an ofTcing of golal un/o thre
Lard.'

The>' gave wittî sucb libemalit>' that the>' bad ho issue
a proclamation ta restrain them front hringing, "lFer
the stuff thcy haid was sufficient for aIl tht worc te
make it, anal tee nauch.Y

The people gave tin/a tire Lord, andi Goal sheirea
His pleasura in the work, for uvhen it was caanpttd,
IlThen a cîoud coveneal the lent ai the cengregation,
and the glor>' ef the Lord flleci the Tabernacle."

Thi an the hine of Davidl ve final tic people af
Goal preparing to build tut temple. flow dial tlîey set
ta wark ? IlTht>' iith wlîam precîcus Stones uvere
iound gave tlieri ta the treasume ai the house of the
Lard.» IlThen the people rcjoîccd, for that they
ciTcred wi/ling/y ta the Lord." Ttîey took fia praise
ta thenîselves for wbat tbey had dont, but said, "lAil
things corme cf Thcc, and ci Thine awn have wc given
Thec."' God acceptcd tlîcir wilîing etfering, for at thte
cpenîng cf the temple, IlThe pricats coulal not enter
into the bouse cf the Lord, bt.ause thte glar>' ai the
Lard filleal the house ai the Lord.»

In mailing tiiese passages we sec iii wbat a wander-
fut way Goal lilesseal His people, who warkcd by His
plan, for the accomplistîment cf His glar>'.

Now wc will look ah the popular way and wbat suc-
cess il meets witb.

1h is decided ta builal a churcit. The congregation
is canvasstd. Some gave haharally, saime grudgingty,
but cacit tries ta give whzi: wîll make hamn appear
reec/ab.'e an the cyes of the rcst. The inost of the
amoun:t is thus picdged Ia lie paid in ye-irly instal-
inents, in threc or four yents.

The building comrnittcc set the thang an opcration,
but are cantinuall' bzirnasscd fer want ai tocans. and
have ta liorrow, and pa>' hear>' interest, ho carry on
tht wonk.

'The ladies take up witb itai tht furnishing cf the
churcit. A canvass is made amnong themscîves, and
s0 match month>' la pramised.

The %Vomae' Fareign Missianary Society is stcpped
ta aid the wark, anal littie hy saine andi nane by
others is given ta missions white titis womk as in pro.
gres, for Ilchity legins ah home.-'

Tben a round ofarnusemnents la gene into. Humor-
eurs and scicntific lectures, sccials, concerts, flcwver
shows, art exhibitions, taibleaux, painlour coanceats,
gardien parties, etc., etc.

At last the buiding is tinishcd z and its outward
appearance is an arfiament ta the town or city.
inÉïde baw elegant it looks; with ils tapestry-covered
floor, acftly cusitioned rats, anal staineci windews.
The day of opening arrives ; and a large congregatiozi
listen ho te pmeched word, wirte the cloual cf a
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morigage liangs over the churcli ; and the xiory af a
bazair fills the b.icnîent.

ùicar Carltian friends, wlin airce ngeged 4n is
work, take lune ta consider whiclî is the 3floper way,
and winch way will bring the moit honour ta the God
you love and th2 greatcst blessing ta yoursolve..

DIIIORCE.
WVili you alaow nie a fcw words on the divorre rase ?

1 can :niiy sympithite with the abject undoubtedly
praminent in the minds of the brcîhren who braughit
in what becanie the findlng of the Assettnbly We
wouid deplore the uniscemly disorder whlrh is llkelv ta
arise if loase and discantcnteil tausbands or wlves %wcre
cncouragcd to pay a visit ta thc neighbouring Rcpub.
lie, suminariiy dispose of their nuarriage cavenant an
mcme pretence, and carne back to deile aur land with
unlaiwful marriages. We shoutd nat howcver do In.
justice to any anc ever with a good abject ln view.
'l'ic Churcli oi Claribt must bc govcrned whally by
divine law. Il IVAether il be right in the s/tht ot
God, (Acts iv. 191 is the rulo by which a Christian
court should deternuine. 1 admit that any unnoces-
siry dlsregard of civil lawb., If they bc just, is flot "drgbt
an the sight of God.» Ilut let us look at the cms bce-
fore us.

1. There is noa roam, for doulit that Mm. Pbillips
la'i a rnght ho divorce. She bad corne for It accord.
ing tu the WVord of God. Truc, she did flot get it an
tirai ground but that was the fault of the civil court:
and surcly did not invalidate her riglit.

2. Had !,he nnd ber prescrit husband gone ta Illi-
nais, takcn up their abode there, and donc exachly
wvhat they have dont in regard ta their marriage, L.t.
ubtained the divorce ta whicb she had a right, and re.
married, which was also hcr right, wvould any mem.
ber af Assembly say that they had violated Christian
conbistency in the least degrec? It foltows t.hat If
thy have donc wrong il is nat in obtaining tht divorce
-uad anarriage, for what is rigbî, de~ jure di:'in, in Ili-
nais cannot bc ivrong in Canada.

3. Thîe only tbing which calis for censure, therefore,
if censure bie duc, as flot the divorce and rnarniage,
for ta that they hiait divine right, but thc inanxer ln
%which these covenants have been effected. For this
atone they should have been dcait with. It stems ta
nie an errar Iiaiý been comiied ln looking loo niuch
ta civil taw andi -Il,~ sigbh of the divine îvhlch should
bc parzwneunh. Our Canadian law in the aratter cf
divorce is unnighiteous in sa Far as it is availab!c for
th rich andnfot for tlc poar. I nayble told ttatotit
may sue nfra/nps I answcr, (t)it is not the
lcss an unnighteous law that compels ane ta do that,
and (2) the success af sucli a course is very unlikely,
and dependent an accidents, îvhjch is alsa, wrong.

Our Iaw is more it fault than bMrs Phillips, who
bas not anhentianally sinned avesi in disregardirag its
requirements. Her divorce and marrhsgc may be in-
valid an the sight cf nien wha make and administer
law j5opulo voieate, itt nul in the sight cf God whose
laws are not bounded by shates or provinces.

Yet if the verdict against Mrs. Ph;llips is ta bce car-
ricd out what monstraus consequences will it entait.
i. She mu:it be hcld guitty of adultery, living with an-
ailier than ber husband. z. She miust lic puni5hed
for bagamy. 3. She must separate fmcm ber present
husband and go back ta live wvîth ber former anc tilt
she alitain a divorce, which by Canadian Iaw silo
probably neyer coulal. WVould flot the last error bc
worse titan the first ? 1 do net sec how site can bic
chargeable de jure dïuw with anytbing wortity cf
suspension. Mer sin seenîs ta me anly aun error af
judgmnent-au uninientional disregard of Canadian
laiv-and even titis in consequcnce cf its provisions
bcing virtually out ai ber reach. Had site and ber
busband becn marrcal ini Ilinais flanc would have
caited in question their standing ini the Christian
Cliurch, but how coutd such an accident change their
standing 'l before Gad?" »jus.

2'ul. 91h, 188o.

FAIJLTLwsSF.Ss is conceivabie, being nuerely the
negation of evîl. But perfection as positive, the at-
taiient af ail conceivable excelence.-F. liV Rob.
trison.

fac requires more faith and, courage ta say two words
faeta face with one single sinner, titan fram, the put.

pit ta rebuke two or three thousand persans, ready to
listen ta evcrything on condition of forgctting ail.-
Boss ut.


