
PRACTICAL LESSONS.

MIen are apt to mistake the relative import-
ance of things. The pursuit whieh seenis to
one of the utmost value, appears to another o!
csscntially secondary importance. Opinions
are ivide asunderas the poies. Who is righit?
or are ail righit, and lit e oniy what each takes
it to be? Is tiiere any golden rule by which,
not only our conduot towards others, but our
wvhole aim and mnotiveot lite, may be tested ?

soine principle of action, some riglhtly over-
znnstering purpose, which, penetrating everyj
sphiere of humiiati activity, harmonizes ail-
rivai energies, and breathies a loftier inspira
tion int-o lue ?

Sucli a universal law we flnd in our lesson
to-day as its central thougit-" Seek ye flrst
the Kingdoni of God and His rigliteousness
and all these tlings shall be added unto you."

Our Saviour recognizes the truth that the
suprenie purpose of a mn's life gives a charac-
ter to ail that lie does. Put the riglit thing
flrst and ail -iwill. be wvell. He vhio, nakes
Soiomon's choice ivili receive Solonion's
blessing. Let the moral tendency and God-
vard aspect et ail life stand first and fore-
niost. S3et ever hef,'i:e you, even in temporal
miatters, the grand spirituail objeot, and you
-%Yill be led onward and up,%ard. Your course
-will be a progress and its goal success.

Our Lord doos net sever t>he sacred fromn the
secular, but bids us sanctify the secular until
tltat which is secondary and subordinate 18
-wholly dorninated by tliat wvhicli is spiritual.
'lGodiiness is profitable uxîto ail things, hav-
ing promise cf the life thiat now is, and cf that
which is to corne." But lie bids us suber-
diîîate every desire to the ene aum cf seeking
the kingdom cf God and is righteousness.

Like all the laivs cf the spiritual kingdom,
this one resta upen the general moral order
'which lias been establislied. Not enly is its
-authority derived frein thje lips which uttered
it, but it carrnes its sanction cn its face. We
cau see titat it must be truc, to every man and
everywhere, thiat, lie w~hio seeks first tlîe king-
dciii cf Godl and lis righIiteousncss&, lias, freely
addccl te Mina, tiiese tiiings, for wiiichi the
wocrldly seli thleir seuls.

1. This is~ Io folliv te i divindly cstablislicd
ord<'r. Ail thîings exist fer the niorai ends
tiîey are to serve. Thîey find thicir 'lreasen
for existence"I iii tleir relatieon to God and
hi5 puirposes. " 0f lin, and threugh huaii,
aud te hit, are ail thiîîgs.' 'l "For hy huai

-%vere ail tliigs created, that are ia lîcac
and that are in carth, visible anI invisîb)ý
,%vlietiier thîey be tlîrones, or dominions, (
priuicipalities, cr powers, ail tiigs 'e
created by lîim and for lmi."I

The manifestatien of the divine attribut,
fer tlîe admiratien and moeral quickefiing (.
his intelligent creatures is the one obj eteof t.
scîf-revelatica of God, botli in bis ekax
la his word. The starry licavens dechatre hk
glory, and the *earth ia its infinite variet r
slioweth forth lus liandiwork. If lie taue,
man more tlian the beasts of tue eartli, IÉ:
made hîmi wiser than the fowls of lieaven, r
wvas that he nxight, ini kneovledge, and rigbt
eeusness and truc holiness, image in crentu,
form the infinite and uncreated source of i
being.

XVhen threugh nman's sin the -%verld feul o:
cf tlîe divine order ia which it was create!
and rcsisted the moral purpose it was desigDý
to, subserve, God became incari.dte, ui.
througlî man's rcdeîaption he niit recoixÊi
the world once more te biniscîf. Ifc t.
phasized thus, iii a inanner at wii t1i
universe stands aîîîazed, the absolute subc,
dination cf all things. from the throne of È:
Eternal himself te the dcepest abyss cf i:
te the advancemient and ultimuate triiuîîîpht

is kingdom cf rightceusness and leve.
To seek the selislî, the earthly, thecteiporý

is te i-un counter te the wlîele plan ef tic UL
verse. Yen eau, uake the little circle cf yù:
lite concentrie with the divine eîîly by cauei-.
aIl yeur purposes te revelve around the axis,
chuaracter, impelled by an ever growing dez
te, enter into the lite of Ged.

2. Stick a course brings all the coîîceris of:
jute preper relation Ie ene anoflier. Eacli w,
tlierefore recelve its due slîare cf attentioni,a
ail uili werk liarmeniously together for c
wvelfare. Whien the functiens cf pliysicai Il
are derangcd, sickness fehlows, and beyonid
certain peint, the ce-existence, -%vith. the il,
eased eue, cf other and healthy organs, is L
possible, and death ensues. Deiand et a:
part ami undue activity, and, in responid
it miust disturb the balance cf the vital fore
Abuse aîîy part cf the systeni, by negct
othierwvise, aîîd euta-agcd nature wi.11 asserti
authîerit-y. A iniserable, aching, perk
dying, body will pay thte penal'y.

Thmis îmutual dependence uvîih we find
thie parts et the phiysical franie extends also


