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TIIHir WIVKS,

it would ill many cast-s he an inipossihility. A fricMul once

tolil iiu- tlie cxpri iciici; of .i lady of lu-r acquaintance', who
had married a minister. Slu; had t;xp(;ctt'd to lead a very

useful life, in wdiich she could do a j^'reat deal of f,'ood for

others ; hut, she said, " ' find my life is spent in washiiif^

dishes, and striving' to make ends meet." Y(,'s, and she is

doin^f nol)l(,' work, too, if she does indeed make ends meet,

and kt ep everytliinj^ neat and clean. I once heard a

nnnist(;r. in receipt of a very ;,ood salary, say to some
friv,nds, in presence of his wife, •' Well, as to small salaries,

I must say this, when I hej^^an life in a city with $i,ooo a

year, I was just as conifortahle then as I am to-day." " If

you were, I was not," his wif(! instantly replied. He hatl

l)een in the hahit of ^'ivinj^ her all his money, and, there-

fore, tlie wliole hurden of makin<^ ends meet had fallen on
her shoulders, antl so, if he did not know the difference

that a ^ood income made, she did.

To f^ive anotfier illustration of how much the Church
owes to the minist'jrs' wives, who re in many cases splen-

did chancellors of the exchequer : 1 was once dininj^ with

a country hrother, in presence of his nice lar^^e family.

He had heen in his charge for over twenty years, and liad

never all that time received over $500, and had a horse and
hug}.,'y and sleij^di to keep off that. Smilinji^ly he asked if

I could f,Miess how old his coat was. It was a very {^ood

coat, and I felt inclined to say two years, hut I professed

my inahility to tlo so, and was just as f^jlad I did, for he
told me that it was twenty years old. It was the coat in

wliich lie was married. Yes, I thought, and what careful-

ness antl diligent liousekeeping does tliis fact imply ?

CAN WE DO ANYTHING

to remove the scandalous condition of things that exists ?

If we had $35,000 per annum additional to what is now
I)cing raised, we could give eacli minister in the western
section of the ("hurch $750 per annum and a manse. Tlie

(icneral Assend)l\ thinks this should and could he done.

The question may he fairly asked, are the aid-receiving

congregations doing what they might he expected to do ?

And the answer is, they are doing hetter than the self-sup-


